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Issue – At the November 4, 2015 Study Session, Mayor and Council approved an advisory 

committee to create a new vision for the Planning and Development Services Department 

(PDSD) with the help of community stakeholders. 

 

City Manager's Office Recommendation – It is recommended the Mayor and Council approve 

the attached resolution creating the Planning and Development Services Department Advisory 

Committee (PDSDAC). 

 

Background – Due to recent retirements and departures of senior staff at the Planning and 

Development Services Department, there is an opportunity to consider options to update, and 

make improvements to the department’s organization for the future. It would include creating 

checks and balances for positive results in the department. 

 
Planning and Development Services is comprised of 90 staff members. This number is a 
reduction from a high point in 2008 when there were 138 staff members. The department 
added code  administration,  administrative  staff, and planning review staff from the former 
Department of Urban Planning and Design in 2009 and added Code Enforcement Division 
from Housing and Community Development in 2013. 
 

Present Consideration – The advisory committee would make recommendations for a new 

vision for the department and relevant criteria that will help the City Manager select the next 

Planning and Development Services Department Director. 

 

The committee would also consider the creation of a building official position, or an 

ombudsperson concept, which would allow for one contact person to follow projects from start 

to finish, and facilitate the connection between the City of Tucson and developers. 

 

The committee would consist of fifteen (15) members, with the Mayor and Council each 

appointing two individuals and one person appointed by the City Manager. All members would 

serve without compensation, and all members must be residents of the City; or must own, 

manage or operate a business in the City.  

 

This public body is defined as an advisory committee, and shall comply with all of the 

provisions of the Open Public Meeting Law, including providing for legal action reports and 

minutes from each meeting. Support for the PDSDAC will be provided by the City Manager’s 

Office. 

 

Plan Tucson Considerations – This item relates to Chapter Four, Plan Implementation & 

Administration, and the City’s ability to implement Plan Tucson by having the right 

foundational elements in place, such as resources, partnerships, procedures, agreements and 

other administrative elements. 
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Financial Considerations –None. All members of this advisory committee will serve without 

compensation. 

 

Operating Cost and Maintenance Input – None. 

 

Legal Considerations – The City Attorney’s Office has prepared a resolution to create the 

Planning and Development Services Department Advisory Committee. 

 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 
 Michael J. Ortega, P.E. 

 City Manager 
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