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September 6, 2011
 Public Meeting Notice   
Proposed Amendments to the West University Neighborhood Plan and the University Area Plan
Regarding allowable land uses in the West University “Transition Area”, between Speedway Boulevard and 6th Street on the north and south, and Park and Euclid Avenues on the east and west (see enclosed map) 

Dear Neighbors:

This letter is to invite you to attend a public meeting regarding the City of Tucson’s proposed amendments to the West University Neighborhood Plan (WUNP) and the University Area Plan (UAP).  The meeting information is as follows:

Monday, September 19, 2011 6:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Tucson Marriott University Park

880 E. Second Street

Tucson, Arizona 85719
(meeting in Pima room on ground floor, accessed by hallway off main lobby** – please check in main lobby as the meeting room is subject to change)
** refer to the enclosed map for the meeting location and parking information
On June 28, 2011, the Mayor and Council initiated a land use plan amendment for a portion of the WUNP known as the Transition Area, which is east of Euclid Avenue, south of Speedway Boulevard, west of Park Avenue and north of  Sixth Street.

The purpose of the plan amendment is to prepare this area for transit-oriented development that can support the modern streetcar line that will run along Park Avenue and University Boulevard.  The plan amendment may involve changes to the land use designations and policies currently in effect within the Transition Area.

Transit-oriented development typically encourages multi-modal transportation including walking, bicycles, buses, cars and streetcars.  It also includes improved street connectivity, and various urban design features such as urban open space, shade, a variety of building heights and a mix of urban residential densities and supportive uses. 
If the plan amendment is adopted, the Mayor and Council may initiate a rezoning of the Transition Area to an Urban Overlay District (UOD).  The UOD would allow a zoning option for transit-oriented development in accordance with the land uses and policies allowed by the proposed plan amendments. 

******************************************************************

The purposes of the September 19th meeting are to
· discuss existing and proposed land uses and policies in the Transition Area; 
· explain the processes involved, including public input; and 
· receive comments from the neighborhood and community.
Currently, the WUNP land use map and policies allow a maximum building height of 40 feet, and a maximum residential density of 40 units per acre in the Transition Area.  UAP policies require that certain types of new residential development, and all mixed-use development, have vehicular access to a major street (Speedway Boulevard, Euclid Avenue, or 6th Street).  The City will propose policy and map changes to both the WUNP and UAP as needed to support transit-oriented infill development in the West University Transition Area.
The plan amendment process includes a study session and public hearing before the City of Tucson Planning Commission; and a public hearing before the Mayor and Council (in that order).  Written comments regarding this plan amendment proposal may be submitted to the Planning Commission in care of the Planning and Development Services Department Director (Ernie Duarte) prior to the Commission’s public hearing.  Spoken comments may also be offered at the Commission’s public hearing.  There are several ways to provide comments to the Mayor and Council, prior to and/or at their public hearing.  Additional information will be provided at a later date, in conjunction with the Mayor and Council public hearing.
If you have any questions or comments, or would like additional information regarding this plan amendment proposal, please feel free to contact me.  Thank you, and hope to see you at the September 19th meeting.
Sincerely,
Joanne Hershenhorn

City of Tucson

Planning and Development Services Department

201 N. Stone Avenue, 1st floor

Phone:
520-837-6976 (direct)
           
520-791-5550 (department)

Email:  Joanne.hershenhorn@tucsonaz.gov
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