
 

 
MAC ARTHUR BUILDING • 345 E. TOOLE AVE. • P.O. BOX 27210 • TUCSON, AZ 85726-7210 

(520) 791-4505, • FAX (520) 791-4130 OR 791-2663 • TTY (520) 791-2639 
www.tucsonaz.gov • E-Mail: comments_planning@tucsonaz.gov 

 

 

Landscape Advisory Committee  

 
 

 
Minutes of Meeting Held January 17, 2006 

 
Members Present: Christina Bickelmann, Harold Hummer, Jack Kelly, Grant McCormick, 
Susana Morales, George Richard, Ronald Stoltz, Frank Styker, and Roger Watson. 
 
Guests/Staff Present: Tim Ahrens, Regional Transportation Authority; Paul Durham, Ward VI; 
Tina Lee, Ward III Office; Doug Koppinger, Tucson Clean and Beautiful; Michael Wyneken, 
Urban Planning & Design Department; Rebecca Roupp, Urban Planning & Design Department; 
Rafael Sebba, Urban Planning & Design. 
 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 
 Kelly called the meeting to order at 3:35 PM.   
 
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES (ACTION) 
 

Corrections to November 16, 2005 minutes.   
(III. 3rd paragraph, item 2) 
Army Corp  
 
(IV. 1st paragraph) 
…. Jim Glock met to discuss some ideas on how Grant Road will look like if widened.   
 
(VIII) 
December 2005 meeting is canceled, moved by Hummer, seconded by Bickelmann. 
 
MOTION made by Watson seconded by Styker to approve the minutes of the January 
17, 2006 meeting, with modifications.  The motion carried unanimously by those present. 
 

 
III. PRESENTATIONS (Discussions) 
 

A. El Rio Medio Project 
B. RTA Ballot Issue 
 
Wyneken gave a brief update of the Santa Cruz River Watershed Management Study 
Area. The watershed is 86,000 square miles.  The following areas were discussed in more 
detail: 
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− Watershed Study Background 
− Southwestern Riparian Trend 
− Objectives, Study Divided Into Six Reaches 
− Future Study Potential 
− Watershed Management Plan & Effects 
− Tucson Area Santa Cruz River Spin-off Studies 
− Project Objectives  
− Project Challenges 
− Project Opportunities 
 
Next public meeting is schedule for January 18, 2006.  Wyneken agreed to return in six to 
nine months for another update. 

 
 Ahrens slideshow focused on the City’s congestion.  Ahrens mentioned that 2/3rd of the 

region’s roads are congested during rush hour and that motorists spend almost $400 
annually on additional operating expense from driving on poor roads.  In the next 20-
years, our population will increase by 54 percent placing a profound impact on 
transportation needs.  The aging population will also place different transportation needs, 
as there will be a 76 percent increase in the elderly/disabled population and 94 percent 
increase in vehicle miles traveled.  All these factors will create a significant impact in the 
traffic congestion plus the fact that people are taking more time getting to and from work.  
Ahrens presentation entailed Developing A Solution, Finding A Solution, RTA Plan 
Elements, Affected Purchases, and RTA Plan Oversight.   

 
IV. GENERAL DISCUSSION 
 

A. Landscape Design Guidelines-input from LAC 
B. Urban Heat Island Workshops 
C. Greater Tucson Sustainable Energy Plan (GTSEP) Presentation and 

Recommendations (Action) 
 
 Sebba indicated that the Design Guidelines Manual were published in 1999 but were 

never adopted by Mayor and Council.  Urban Planning & Design Department has started 
working on revisions to the current Guidelines Manual.  The guidelines were divided into 
three stand alone documents Single Family Residential, Multi-family Residential, and 
Commercial/Mixed Use.  Sebba mentioned that staff presented the guidelines to the 
Planning Commission Infill Subcommittee in September 2005.  At that point, the 
Planning Commission Infill Subcommittee broke into three small working groups. The 
following issues have been identified: 
− Process Issues   
− Structure of the Guidelines   
− Language   
− Landscaping   
− Circulation and Safety   
− Natural Environment and Open Space   
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 Kelly asked for copies of the Design Guidelines ‘draft’ before it goes to Mayor and 
Council. 

 
 Due to time constraints, sections B and C were moved to next month’s meeting. 
 
V. URBAN LANDSCAPE MANAGER’S UPDATE (Discussion)  
 

A. Urban Landscape Management Plan Update 
1. Focus Group Meeting Representative from LAC 
2. Vision/Goals Update 
3. Tree Inventory Update 

 
Due to time constraints, item V was moved to next month’s meeting. 

 
VI. CALL FOR FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 Richard asked for a schedule for when the LAC can anticipate the rewriting of the Land 

Use Code.   
 
VII. CALL TO AUDIENCE 
 
 Koppinger mentioned he wants the parking lot landscaping requirement ordinance 

addressed.  Along with the issues of survivability of plants, requirements for tree 
selection, proper landscaping, and recommended tree species.  

 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT  
 

MOTION made by Bickelmann seconded by Watson to adjourn the meeting at 5:41 p.m. 
The motion carried unanimously among those present.   

 
 


