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Landscape Advisory Committee  

 
 

 
Minutes of Meeting Held September 21, 2005 

 
 
Members Present: Harold Hummer, Jack Kelly, Joan Lionetti, Grant McCormick, Susanna 
Morales, George Richard, Paula Smith, Frank Styker, and Roger Watson. 
 
Guests/Staff Present: Andrew Singelakis, Deputy Director of Urban Planning & Design, Irene 
Ogata or Urban Planning & design, and Tina Lee, Ward III Office. 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

 
Kelly called the meeting to order at 3:35 PM. 

 
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES (ACTION) 
 

Corrections to Minutes: 
 
II, P. 2 
Motion to approve minutes was not made by Hummer. 
 
IX, P. 4 
Motion to adjourn the meeting was seconded by Watson 
 
MOTION made by Watson seconded by Lionetti to approve the minutes of the August 
16, 2005 meeting, with modifications.  The motion carried unanimously by those present. 

 
III. URBAN LANDSCAPE MANAGER’S UPDATE (Discussion) 

 
A. AZ Native Plant Society Presentation 
B. Tree Inventory Update 
C. Update – Planting Plans & City Approved Plant List 
D. Jim Click Ford Sales Lot – southeast corner 22nd/Wilmot 

 
Ogata updated the LAC on the presentation she gave the AZ Native Plant Society; Smith 
gave the introduction part.  Both Morales and Lionetti attended the presentation that was 
very well received by the AZ Native Plant Society.  Ogata remarked that there were some 
volunteers for the tree inventory at the meeting.  A lot of input was given in terms of 
native plants and using them on the native environment.  Smith mentioned there was a 



Landscape Advisory Committee 
Meeting Minutes of September 21, 2005 
Page 2 
 

 

younger crowd at the meeting, normally not present, that could possibly bring more 
opportunities.  Tucson Clean and Beautiful will be having their annual meeting; LAC is 
invited to attend.  Ogata will present the same slide show at the TC&B annual meeting.  
Slides were put together by the Desert Archeology--growth pattern go from the 1800s 
settlement to the late 2000. 
 
The tree inventory is moving forward but at a slower pace.  Ogata attended a GIS group 
meeting who were very receptive and willing to donate monies for the PDAs.  
 
Ogata addressed Bickelmann’s concerns from last month’s meeting.  The City does have 
a more restrictive plant list that is not dependent on water source.  Bickelmann’s concerns 
regarding non-regulation of plant materials based on reclaim water as an irrigation means 
is not applicable in the City of Tucson.  In other words, no matter what the water source, 
the acceptable plant list is enforced.   
 
Ogata, Richard, Lionetti, Hicks, Moyer met with Walter Tellez and Wayne Bodgan of 
Development Service to discuss the DDO process on how this particular project went and 
how it was factored into the site.  Lionetti opened this section by stating there definitely 
needs to be more code enforcement.  The position of the Landscape Advisory Committee 
can be very effective in supporting staff in the code enforcement, unfortunately this has 
been lacking in some of the development issues.  Richard commented that with the 
emphasis Mayor and Council has placed on design in Tucson, review should be made by 
the design individuals (within the City - architecture or landscape architecture) who have 
the experience or background and not the administrative staff who do not have the 
background in landscaping.   
 
Tellez stated that there are two-halves to the Design Development Option process (DDO) 
– one is Lot Development Option (LDO) administrative variance allowing setback and 
parking requirements.  There is a limited notice and that per the city attorneys, time 
constraints  that states it can be approved if staff does not follow the 30-days timeframe 
(deadline) process.  Second half used to be called Plan Development Option (PDO).  
PDO was not a variance, it was a substitution for landscaping requirements that allowed 
variations in bufferyard configurations and screening requirements.  This gives design 
flexibility to homeowners or builders that helped reduce the number of variance requests 
that go to the Board of Adjustments (B/A).  B/A is another M&C appointed board that 
handles variances for heights, zoning landscaping appeals of LDO--very busy board.  
This Jim Click case went through the new revised DDO process.  In order to reduce 
parking requirements Jim Click Ford went to the B/A.  Display or storage spaces for their 
vehicles are still going to have trees.  Ogata addressed the buffer area, where palm trees 
were substituted for canopy tress.  Richard stated that the whole concept was disregarded 
because the code says palm trees cannot be substituted for canopy trees, which Tellez 
disagreed.  Ogata said DDO does allow substitution of canopy tree but for another type of 
canopy tree.  Although Jim Click Ford was the first case to go through this process, a 
second case should not be allowed.  Ogata asked what kind of preventions should be 
taken for the next case; Tellez replied that the next applicant will be first referred to 
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Ogata for review and comments “what we need to do is for staff to say they have 
reviewed it with experts and say this will be allowed but not this.”  The problem is with 
interpretation and the people who interpreted stated Richard.  Ogata said DSD may 
sometimes make unfavorable decisions but if they are going by code then LAC needs to 
support staff. Decision. 

 
IV. SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
A. Tree Inventory 
B. Code: Design Development Option 
 
Due to the meeting’s timeframe, Item VII was not discussed. 

 
V. RIO NUEVO UPDATE (Discussion)  

 
A. Congress Street Master Plan 
B. Civic & Cultural Plaza Design 
 
Kim McKay has been with the Transportation Department for the past six years and has 
been working on a number of projects, latest and most familiar is the historic depot.  
Currently McKay is focusing on the area between Fox Theater and the Rialto and its 
importance in the downtown revitalization.  Approval has been granted to create a 
Congress Street Master Plan Master Plan, but has not gone to Mayor and Council.  
McKay anticipates presenting it to Mayor and Council toward the end of the year.  
McKay said she would keep the LAC up-to-date on the progress of the Master Plan. 
 
Bill O'Malley of the Rio Nuevo Office gave a brief PowerPoint presentation to the LAC 
on the overview planning of the Civic & Cultural Plaza Design.  They are currently in the 
process of completing the Master Plan.  O’Malley mentioned that there are some 
discussions taking place with Mayor and Council in regards to the arena and its location.  
Because of the great demand for housing, O’Malley stated that they are incorporating 
some residential housing, office space, parking structures, and more retail development in 
the downtown area.  As the plaza starts to develop, O’Malley said he would return and 
update the LAC on the progress. 

 
VI. CALL TO AUDIENCE 

 
Lionetti brought up the RTA survey.  In discussion with Ogata, Lionetti drafted a letter 
that will be to be sent to LAC for review/discussion/comments and vote to submit.   
 

VII. CALL TO FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
• Ogata brought up the subject of forming a Subcommittee that will address the code 

issues/development review.  Richard and Lionetti volunteered to serve in the 
subcommittee. 
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• Vinnie Hunt, General Services, Lionetti, and Ogata are putting together an Urban 

Heat Island workshop for December 6 and 7, 2005.  Workshop is geared toward 
Boards, Commissions and Committees, elected officials, Department Directors, and 
city staff.   

 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

 
MOTION made by Watson seconded by Hummer to adjourn the meeting at 5:25 p.m.  
The motion carried unanimously among those present. 

 


