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sustainability-related policies are more specific.  A summary of relevant policy direction 
follows: 

 
1. General Plan – Element 4 

• Supporting Policy 4.9: Promote the planting of street trees to provide shade for the 
pedestrian and visual relief for the driver and bicyclist. 

• Supporting Policy 4.9.C: Allow shade structures as a substitute for trees in 
situations where shade can be provided more effectively through arcades and other 
architectural solutions or where a more formal effect is desired. 

 
2. Design Guidelines Manual 

• I.A.4.: Vehicular Circulation and Parking 
 c.   Parking, Loading, and Maneuvering  

o Intent - Provide safe vehicular parking, loading, and maneuvering, with 
attention to functional and aesthetic concerns such as trash removal, emergency 
access, and reduction of heat build-ups. 

o Solution One - Develop a comprehensive vehicular circulation system that 
allows parking, loading, and maneuvering to be contained wholly within the 
development.  Functional and aesthetic issues could be addressed through the 
following: 
 Shared loading area and dumpsters 
 Alley access and screening of dumpster 
 Use of vegetation and alternative paving materials to reduce heat build-up 

o Solution Two - Where existing site context indicates a more flexible approach, 
a portion of the required parking can be on-street if the following criteria 
apply: 
 On-street parking would add to the urban street character 
 On-street parking would improve pedestrian safety 
 The nature of the site and neighborhood context is appropriate for on-street 

parking 
 Existing or future bicycle routes are not obstructed 

 
3. Design Guidelines Manual 

• I.B.3.: Buffering/Screening/ Landscape Design 
c.  Placement of Trees 

o Intent - Provide a pleasant microclimate for pedestrians and increase the 
aesthetic appeal of a development. 

o Solution - Carefully locate trees to provide shade, wherever possible, to 
pedestrians by: 
 Placing trees no further than 25’ apart,  particularly along walkways 
 Clustering trees at plaza areas or other public gathering places 

 
5. United Nations Urban Environmental Accords endorsed by Mayor & Council in 2005.  

Applicable Accords actions include: 
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• Reduce the city’s peak electric load by 10% by 2012. 
• Create a city-wide greenhouse gas reduction plan that outlines steps to reduce 

emissions by 25% by 2030. 
• Inventory existing canopy coverage in the city and maintain canopy coverage in at 

least 50% of all available sidewalk planting sites 
 
6. Mayors’ Climate Protection Agreement adopted by Mayor & Council in 2005.  

Relevant actions include: 
• Reduce sprawl, preserve open space, and create compact, walkable urban communities 
• Practice and promote sustainable building practices, such as through the LEED 

program. 
• Maintain urban green space and promote tree planting to increase shading and absorb 

CO2. 
 

7. Urban Landscape Framework endorsed by Mayor & Council in 2008.  Applicable 
recommendations:   
• Mitigate Urban Heat Island effect. 
• Update codes, guidelines and ordinances to resolve inconsistencies and to implement 

progressive, innovative practices. 
• Promote the environmental, economic and aesthetic values of trees. 
• Recognize projects and landscape that utilize sustainable design principles. 

 
8. Sustainability Framework adopted by Mayor & Council in 2008.  Applicable policies: 

• Practice Goal(s):  Demonstrate environmental leadership 
• Policy Goal(s):   

o Provide a policy and regulatory framework that supports sustainable 
development 

o Ensure the Land Use Code and other City ordinances and standards support 
development that is sustainable 

o Pursue the objectives outlined in the Mayors Climate Protection Agreement 
• Partnership Goal(s):  Encourage public and private action in support of resilient social 

and economic systems that can withstand the stress induced by anticipated climate 
change impacts within our region. 

 
Mayor and Council policies advocate for greater mitigations of the Urban Heat Island and 
building in an ecologically sensitive manner. 
 
General Plan policies promote quality in design for all new development and redevelopment. 
Development should follow environmentally sensitive practices that promote healthy city 
growth. 
 
Public Contact:  Staff has been adding the increased requirement of trees in parking lot, wall 
condition and buffelgrass mitigation plan requirement in conditions of rezoning.  Request for 
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1 tree per 4 parking spaces has been recommended as a condition for over a year. Request for 
a buffelgrass mitigation plan has been recommended as a rezoning condition for less than one 
year. Request for the wall design treatment has been recommended as a rezoning condition for 
approximately for 15 years.   
 
When these have been made conditions of rezoning, the applicant has accepted them. 
 
Conclusion:   The existing adopted policy pf tje Mayor and Council endorses Urban Heat 
Island  mitigation.  The proposed amendment promoting greater shade in parking areas 
addresses mitigation of Urban Heat Island. 
 
Buffelgrass is an invasive species that threatens the Sonoran Desert Landscape.  A change to 
the Native Plan Preservation ordinance for buffelgrass mitigation is part of a larger regional 
response to this biological alert. 
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