
 
May 29, 2013 

 

 
Ladd Keith, Chair 
City of Tucson Planning Commission 
255 W. Alameda St. 
Tucson, AZ 85701 
 
RE:  Final Plan Tucson Draft 
 
Dear Chair Keith and Members of the Commission: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide a few brief comments on the City of 
Tucson’s Final Plan Tucson Draft. I am writing on behalf of the Coalition for 
Sonoran Desert Protection. Founded in 1998 and comprised of 41 organizations, 
the Coalition is dedicated to creating a community where ecosystem health is 
protected; nature and healthy wild animal populations are valued; and where 
visitors, children and future generations can all drink clean water, breathe clean 
air, and find wild places to roam. We achieve this vision by concentrating on the 
long-term conservation of biological diversity and ecological function of the 
Sonoran Desert through comprehensive land-use planning.  
 
We provided comments on earlier drafts of Plan Tucson at public meetings and 
workshops held on various sections of the plan. Our comments focused on the 
inclusion of Pima County’s Conservation Lands System map and associated 
guidelines in future annexations, per a policy adopted by the Tucson City Council 
on October 21, 2008.  
 
We fully support the language currently included in the Final Draft of Plan 
Tucson in the Land Use, Transportation, and Urban Design section related to the 
Conservation Lands System: 

 
LT20 Apply Pima County Conservation Land System map and associated 
guidelines to future annexations. 
LT21 Consider the application of the Conservation Land System designation 
and requirements in rezoning reviews. 

 
These policies will create important continuity for regional conservation among 
local jurisdictions and codify the policy adopted by the City Council in 2008. The 
Conservation Lands System (CLS) is a science-based approach to protecting our 
most valuable and biologically-rich lands while directing development to more 
appropriate lands. Since its initial development and adoption by Pima County in 
2001 (with revisions adopted in 2005), the CLS has been applied successfully to 



preserve our increasingly rare riparian areas, along with important Sonoran Desert wildlife 
habitat. The Town of Oro Valley also recently used the CLS as the starting point for its 
Environmentally-Sensitive Lands Ordinance (ESLO), adopted in 2011, even going so far as to 
integrate two CLS categories in their entirety into the ESLO.  
 
We appreciate the City’s willingness to listen to our recommendations regarding the application 
of CLS policies during annexations and the inclusion of these policies in Plan Tucson. If you have 
any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Carolyn Campbell  
Executive Director 
 
 


