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What Are Land Use Plans? 

• A series of land use planning maps and policies 
independently approved and adopted by Mayor 
and Council  

• Per State statutes referred to as specific plans 
meant to implement the General Plan 

• Several City versions – Sub-regional, Area, and 
Neighborhood Plans 

• 50 city land use plans adopted over 35 years 
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Mapping Issues 
• Boundary conflicts –unintentional overlaps 

have occurred 
• Parcel-level and bubble maps mixed together 
• Multiple definitions for one land use, e.g 

Campus Park Industrial 
• Similar land use designations with slight 

differences. e.g “Neighborhood level,” 
“Residentially-scaled neighborhood level” 

• 35 years of independent analysis and 
preparation has created 264 land use 
designations and 370 spatially-explicit policies 
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Land Use Designations in the 50 Land 
Use Plans 

• Com                          14 
• Com/Ind                      5 
• Ind                             13  
• Office                        12 
• Off/Com                    11 
• Off/Com/Ind                2 
• Off/other                      1 
• Other                          57   
• Res                             83    
• Res/Com                      7 
• Res/Ind                         2   
• Res/Off                       21 

• Res/other                          4 
• Res/Off/Com/Ind              5       
• Res/Off/Com                  24 
• Res/Off/Ind                       1 
• Res/Com/Ind                     2 

 
• TOTAL                         264 
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Other Policy Problems 

• Out of date reference to zoning terms e.g. 
Residential Cluster Project, B-2A zone 

• Obsolete infrastructure references e.g. reference 
to improvements already done or pre-empted 
by past actions already taken.  

• Redundant policies e.g. similar landscaping 
policies at both neighborhood and area plan 
level 
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Preliminary Recommendations 
 
• Design a public process to design an update project that ensures any protection offered 

by the land use plans to existing development is kept in tact; 
 

• Use the GIS data from an in-house 2010 project to update the exhibits in the adopted 
plans so that the GIS data becomes official source of amending plans. Note this would 
require plan amendments to revisit and correct problem boundaries;   
 

• Create an appropriate hierarchy of planning areas that are based on current land use 
and policies that assure special area policy protection but remove redundancy and make 
more consistent land use designations; 
 

• Consolidate policies that are redundant with the mapped land use or clarifying that 
these policies are reflected in the map; 
 

• Maintain a sufficient level of GIS staffing within the Planning and Development 
Services Department.  
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Possible Scope of a Project 

• Obtain Mayor and  Council direction 
• Design the project to include resources, set of tasks and an 

appropriate duration of time 
• Acquire public input in assembling project parameters 
• Clarify what the City should expect to get out of this project  
• Address as any qualifications concerning neighborhood 

protection 
• Focus on diagnosing problems and recommending solutions 
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