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DATE: 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

December 3, 2014 �Jjr 
Planning Commission /J 
Ernie Duarte, Executive Secretary, 

Major Streets and Routes Plan A endment PA-14-02, 
Grant Road Alignment between Oracle Road and Swan Road 

Study Session (Wards 3 & 6} 

Issue- At the June 17, 2014 Study Session, Mayor and Council directed staff to proceed with 

amending the Major Streets and Routes Plan (MS&R Plan) to make the future right-of-way 

shown for Grant Road, between Oracle Road and Swan Road, consistent with the alignment 

approved by Mayor and Council on January 13, 2009 (Resolution# 21190). 

Recommendation- Staff recommends that the Planning Commission sets this item for 

public hearing at the regularly scheduled meeting of January 7, 2015. 

Purpose of the MS&R Plan - The MS&R Plan identifies the general location and size of 

existing and proposed freeways, arterial and collector streets, future rights-of-way, setback 

requirements, typical intersections and cross sections, and gateway and scenic routes. The 

City's Department of Transportation and the Planning and Development Services 

Department (PDSD) implement the MS&R Plan. The MS&R Plan is considered a Land Use 

Plan as defined in the Unified Development Code (UDC) Section 3.6, and, therefore, is 

subject to amendment in accordance with the standard Land Use Plan and Adoption and 

Amendment Procedures. The MS&R right-of-way lines are used in determining the setback 

for development through the MS&R Overlay provisions of the UDC. As stated in the current 

MS&R Plan, page 4, "The purpose of the Major Streets and Routes Plan is to facilitate future 

street widening, to inform the public which streets are the main thoroughfares, so that land 

use decisions can be based accordingly, and to reduce the disruption of existing uses on a 

property. By stipulating the required right-of-way, new development can be located so as to 

prepare for planned street improvements without demolition of buildings or loss of 

necessary parking." The MS&R Plan was adopted in 1982 and the text and/or related map 

have been amended or updated more than 20 times since then. 

Proposed MS&R Plan Amendment- To reflect the Grant Road alignment, between Oracle 

Road and Swan Road, approved by the Mayor and Council in 2009, the Specific Engineering 

Plan for the adopted alignment needs to be referenced as the source for right-of-way 

information within the segment. To accomplish this, the following three changes to the 

MS&R Plan are needed: 
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1. MS&R Plan, Appendix, Page 24: Under "Specific Engineering Plans, add the following 

street segment: 

Street: Grant Road 

Segment: Oracle Road to Swan Road 

Map No. R-2014-004 

2. MS&R Plan, Appendix, Page 24: Under "Specific Engineering Plans, delete the 

following three street segments, which will be rescinded by Specific Engineering Plan 

Map No. R-2014-004 specified above: 

Street: Grant Road 

Segment: 111h Avenue to Tucson Boulevard 

Map No. R-88-09 

Street: Grant Road 

Segment: Martin Ave. to Tucson Blvd. 

Map No. R-94-03 

Street: Grant Road at Swan Road 

Segment: Intersection 

Map No. R-88-14 

Attachment A provides a copy of page 24 with the recommended revisions in yellow. 

3. MS&R Plan Map: Add the notations "SP" above Grant Road, to direct viewers to the 

Specific Engineering Plan specified above. This Engineering Plan, which will provide 

right-of-way information for the segment between Oracle Road and Swan Road, will 

be available through the City's Engineering Division. 

Attachment B provides a copy of the map with the recommended "SP" revisions. 

Public Outreach and Comments- In accordance with Section 3.2.2 of the Unified 

Development Code (UDC), the Office of Integrated Planning, Department of Transportation, 

and the Planning and Development Services Department have collaborated to provide the 

following outreach activities to solicit comments on the proposed amendment: 

1. Public meeting held on Wednesday November 19, 2014, 5:30-7:00 PM, at 2445 

North Tucson Boulevard, 85716, in conjunction with the Grant Road Improvement 

Plan's Phase 2 Open House. One hundred and thirty three {133) people attended this 

meeting at which staff made a presentation explaining the need to amend the MS&R 
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Plan, and hosted a table at which members of the public could learn more about the 

MS&R Plan and the amendment process. Comment cards and flipcharts where 

available for written comments. The only written comment related to the MS&R Plan 

received said "What are the considerations for high-capacity transit modalities for 

the major roadway corridors (as they are used by the public i n  various ways/times of 

the say & season) both in the short and long term? How/what are putting to use that 

can be learned from looking at Phoenix?". Several attendees asked for clarification 

about the amendment process, which staff addressed. Meeting notification was by 

postcard to 9,673 residents, businesses and organizations within 300 feet of Grant 

Road, between Oracle Road and Swan Road (see Attachment C). 

2. Presentation to the Grant Road Task Force on August 14, 2014 regarding the need to 

update the MS&R Plan and the process. 

Attach ments: 

Attachment A: Proposed revisions to page 24 of the MS&R Plan document, highlighted in 

yellow. 

Attachment B: Proposed revisions to the MS&R Plan map, highlighted in yellow. 

Attachment C: Postcard sent to residents, businesses and organizations informing them of 

the November 19, 2014 Public Meeting on the proposed MS&R amendment. 

MG: P:\OIP/MS&R Plan/Amendments/Grant Rd Amendment/ Planning Commission/12-3-14 PC Study Session Ping 

Commission.dox 



Attachment A 
Major Streets and Routes Plan 

APPENDIX 

Corridor Study Maps 

Corridor studies have been prepared for the following street segments. Contact the 

Engineering Division for special centerline information. 

Street Segment 

Several corridor studies have been initiated and completed by the City of Tucson. One which 

is on hold by direction of the Mayor and Council, is a study of the Mission Road alignment 

south of Congress Street. However, as other formal studies are initiated, they will be listed in 

this section of the Plan in the next MS&R update. 

Barraza - Aviation Parkway Corridor Study - Broadway to Interstate 10. 

Specific Engineering Plans 

The following street segments are i ndicated on the map with SP, having engineering plans on 

file with the Engineering Division, who should be contacted for right-of-way information. 

Streets 

Broadway Boulevard 

Campbell Avenue 

Campbell Avenue 

Grant Road 
Grant Roael 
Grant Road 

Greasewood Road 

Kino Parkway 

Speedway Boulevard 

Speedway Boulevard 

Speedway Boulevard 

S R  210 

Valley Road 

1st Avenue at Prince 

Grant Road at Swan 
Prince at Flowing Wells 

Segment 

First Avenue to Kolb Road 

Glenn to Water Street 

Water Street to Elm Street 

11th Avenue to Tucson Blvd. 
Martin Ave. to Tucson Qlvel. 
Oracle Road to Swan Road 

22nd Street to 36th Street 

36th Street to Benson Hwy. 

Alvernon Way to Tucson Blvd. 

Tucson Blvd to Euclid Ave. 

Euclid Avenue to Stone Ave. 

Alvernon Way to Benson Hwy. 

Ajo Way to Mission Road 

Intersection 

Intersection 
Intersection 

24 

Map No. 

R-89-05 

R-82-04 

R-94-03 

R 88 09 
R 94 0� 
R-2014-004 

R-80-04 

R-82-03 

R-88-05 

R-87-04 

R-90-12 

R-87-12 

R 88 14 
R-88-02 
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Attachment B 

*Map Official for City of Tucson Streets Only. 
Contact for Pima County for official street designations within the County. 

/'V Arterial Street 1. J Parks and National Forests 

A/ Scenic Arterial Street 
..J 

l J Other Incorporated Areas 

/V Gateway Arterial Native American Jurisdictions 

/'v/ Collector Street 
_J 

1 f Unincorporated Pima County 

/'V Gateway Collector 
_] 

r Tucson City Limits 
l 

/',/ Fuhll'e Arterial Street /',/ Fuhtre Collector Street 

1 00 Planned Width S p Specific Engineering Plan -
See Page 24 of MS&R Plan 

/'· .. · County Scenic Route 

·" · .. · County Major Route 

County Scenic, Not Major Route 

/'v/ STATE & INTERSTATE ROUTE 

NOTES 
Rig,ht-of-\\'lY widths are mu.sure<l3l mid-blod: .1.nd ate wtd to estAblish 
tht future right�f-WJ)' line loc.Jtions in th �bjor Streets 3.nd Routes Setb.lck 
Zone, Di\·ision 26 of the Zoning Code. 

2. The right�f-w.1y \�idths m:1y be ex:ct-eded_ 
a Within 600 ftft of an)' intersC".::tion of two m:.jor suetts. 
b. At the loca tion of a change ofrisht-of-way "idlh, \\h�re the taper for 

transition may extend 600 fett from the point of change_ 
c. Jn locations where the prcxailing o,;sting City--cmned right-of·\\";\)' 3long the 

block or section is grtJter. 

J. Except a.s provided btlow, the future right-of-way aru is g(ncrally mtasured 
midblod: from the survey centecline of the stre-et. ll i5 generally equJitoJ one· 
h.tlf the ri,&ht·of·way \\idth design3ted fl)r th.H slrt�t 

4. The mid-ble<k ri&ht·Of·W.\)' \\ idths 311d u:nttrline la<ations may be modified by 
corridor study m3ps and street right�f·w3y/improvement plans on f1le with the 
OepJUmcnr ofTr.msport.11ion (set Apptndi'l(). For such nups or pl:!ns, the right· 
of· way �etback is measwed from the future right-of·way line as �ho"n on the 
corridor study m3ps or street right-of·waylimprovement ptzns 

S. Under the pro\'ision of the MS&R Setb.lck Zone, no structure, off·str«t p11king, 
whiculu circulation, off-street Jolding. or maneuvering space,l�dscapina, or 
screening impro\"entents required by the Zoning Code, may be constructe-d, eruted, 
pl:tct<l, or extended in the future halfright�f·w.ly areJ unless sptcificJIIy aJiowed. 
The future right-of·way ar�J that is not publicly O\\l1td nt3)' � includ� in the 
site cowngt calculation and used to meet landscaping requirements or rtdoce 
required pJJking 

6. In compliance with the requirement of the MS&R SetbJck Zone, plans submiued 
for the issu10ce o f built£ng permits and development plans and t�ntarivc plats 
submitted for re\iew mwt show the applicJble sctblck from the futute righl-of­
\\'3)' line as a condition of 3ppronJ. Jn cases of h;udship, 3 YJJi:mce m.ly b e  
requeste d  from the MS&R Setback Zone rtquiremenu. 

Adopt«! ll-l�-82 
Amendo:d 7-5-Sl (mop and text) 
Amtnd<d 1·21·84 (nup) 
Amended 8-6.84 (map) 
Amended 4-28-86 (mop ond W<1) 
Amended J.l6·S7 (map and t<>t) 
Amended 5·11·92 (nup and t"1) 
Amtnded 12-12-94 (nup) 
Amended 7·10·95 (mop and t<xt) 
Am<nd<d 9-9·96 (map) 
Update 10-14-96 (mop) 
AmMded 2-2-98 (mop) 
Am<nded 12-14·98 (nup and ttxt) 
Update 01-11·99 (map and app<ndix) 

Updlle 5·22·99 (mop) 
Updm 1-10-00 (map) 
Amended 3·20.00 (nup) 
Amtnded 5·22.00 (map) 
Amended 6·26.00 (map) 
Amtnded 4·23-01 (map) 
Amended 10·1·01 (map) 
Amendtd 1·14·02 (mop) 
Update 3·21·02 (nup) 
Amend«! 9·9-02 (map and app<ndix) 
Amtndtd 1·6·05 (<ff«ti•·e 8·5·05) 
Amendtd 4·24.07 (nup) 
Amtnd<d 7·10.07 (map, tffcctive 8·20.07) 

0 2 
I I I Miles 

RIGHT -Of' -WAY \'110(NING AT INTERSECTIONS FOR SlREETS ON M S l< R MAP 

A tqvols m'd-t:Jocic •idth. Tl'le Cay £"'9ineer •i• detumine 
votuu B. c. and 0 <Ahtn nt<euory for mid-blocic 'Wiidths 

no\ in the fo!k)A;ng tob'e (e.g. A equals 110) 

A D c 0 
64 90 200 200 
76 tOO 300 200 
80 100 JOO 200 
90 120 JOO 300 
100 130 JOO JOO 
120 1!>0 JOO 300 
150 1!>0 IJ/A tl/A 
200 200 II/A tl/A 

�ld.!' 1107/U 



Attachment C 
Maior Streets & Routes (MS&R) Plan Amendment: 

Grant Road 

Between Oracle and Swan Roads 

Wednesday, November 19, 2014, 5:30- 7 PM 
(brief presentation at 5:45 PM) 

Tucson Association of Realtors Meeting Room 
2445 North Tucson Blvd Tucson, AZ 85716 

If you would like more information or are unable to attend this meeting and 

would like to share your comments with us about the MS&R Plan Amendment, 

please contact Marfa Gayosso (Maria.Gayosso@tucsonaz.gov, 520-837-6972) or 

Rebecca Ruopp (Rebecca.Ruopp@tucsonaz.gov, 520-837-6973). 

Americans with Disabilities Act: Persons with a disability may request reasonable 

accommodations by contacting Becky Flores at Becky.Fiores@tucsonaz.gov or 520-837-5013. 
Requests should be made by November 5, 2014. Si necesita asistencia en espaiiol, comunfquese 

con Marfa Gayosso (Maria.Gayosso@tucsonazgov, 520-837-6972). 


