
 

 

 Issue – This item is scheduled for a public hearing.   

 
This is the Planning Commission’s third public hearing to hear testimony on the Plan Tucson 
Final Draft, released for public review on March 20, 2013.  The first public hearing on the Final 
Draft was held on April 3, 2013.  Written comments on the Final Draft were due on May 1, 
2013, and were entered into spreadsheets, which are posted on the Plan Tucson website.  Every 
effort has been made to take into consideration written comments received after that date, as well 
as comments received through phone calls and meetings with concerned stakeholders.   
 
This memo provides recommendations on changes to be made to the Plan Tucson Final Draft 
informed by the public process.  These changes are focused primarily on correction and 
clarification of background text and exhibits, with some, more limited revision to policy.   
 
Staff is aware that as a document gets closer to being finalized, interest in the document 
generally increases and comments continue to be received even after the comment period is over.  
Staff will continue to review written comments received from the public after this memo is 
issued, and will include them in the comment spreadsheets posted on the Plan Tucson website.   
 
Additionally, staff understands that Planning Commissioners may provide ideas and comments 
prior to the May 29, 2013,  public hearing and in response to testimony heard at the May 22, 
2013, public hearing.  Staff will review any suggested revisions upon receipt and will address 
them at the staff presentation to Planning Commission on May 29, 2013.   
 
Background 
 
Staff’s May 22, 2013, Planning Commission memo documented issues raised through public 
comment regarding Plan Tucson and described steps staff was taking to address the issues.  At 
the May 22, 2013, public hearing, the testimony generally reiterated comments received in 
writing or provided at previous public hearings, such as the economic benefits of and noise and 
safety concerns regarding Davis-Monthan, importance of business to the future of the 
community, appropriateness of reference to STAR Community Rating System in the Plan, and 
need for more attention to community character policy. 
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Recommended Revisions 

 Based on staff’s review of written comments and public testimony, discussions with 
stakeholders, and staff’s ongoing review of the Plan Tucson Final Draft, staff offers the 
recommendations presented in Attachment A for the Planning Commissions’ consideration.   
  
Next Steps & Schedule Adjustments 
 
Below are the next steps in the public review of Plan Tucson based on the schedule to place the 
Plan on the ballot for the November 5, 2013, General Election.   

May 24, 2013   Memo to Planning Commission in preparation for the second of the two new 
Planning Commission Public Hearings on the Final Draft Plan 

May 29, 2013 Second of the two new Planning Commission Public Hearings on the Final Draft 
Plan  

May 30, 2013  Planning Commission Letter of Recommendation to Mayor and   
  Council regarding the Final Draft Plan 

June 4, 2013 Mayor and Council Study Session  

June 11, 2013 Mayor and Council Public Hearing and Adoption Resolution 

July 9, 2013 Mayor and Council Meeting to Adopt Ordinance calling the election with 
 final ballot language for Plan Tucson 

 
Recommendation – Staff  recommends  
 
 that at the conclusion of the public hearing noticed for May 29, 2013, the Planning 

Commission close the hearing and approve Plan Tucson with recommendations as appropriate  
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Ranked Metro Areas 

Percent 
Living in 
Poverty: 
2011 

Comparative 
Cost of Living 
to U.S.* 

1. McAllen-Edinburg-Mission, Texas 37.7% -19 

2. Fresno, California 25.8% +1 

3. El Paso, Texas 24.7% -14 

4. Bakersfield-Delano, California 24.5% -3 

5. Modesto, California 23.8% +1 

6. Tucson, Arizona 20.4% -9 

7. Albuquerque, New Mexico 20.4% +3 

8. Toledo, Ohio 20.2% -18 

9. New-Orleans-Metairie-Kenner, Louisiana 19.5% -7 

10. Lakeland-Winter Haven, Florida 19.4% -13 

United States 15% 100 

Exhibit ED-[A]:  Top Ten Metro Areas Ranked by Poverty* 

Exhibit ED-[B] 

*Most recent U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey (ACS) report on poverty, providing 2011 data 


