SIGN CODE SUNSET DATE

PUBLIC MEETING
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 29,2020, 5:30PM — 7:00PM




SCOPE OF MEETING

= Review the Sign Code in

advance of the Sunset Date
in August 2020




HOW WE GOT TO TODAY’S SIGN CODE

® Direction from Mayor and Council August 201 6:

» Comply with 2015 U.S. Supreme Court decision on Reed v. Town of
Gilbert — content neutrality

> Integrate Sign Code into Unified Development Code — simplify it

» Make practical changes to Sign Code — make it modern, improve
quality of design, use technical standards

» Citizens Sign Code Committee and Planning Commission — work
together, joint study sessions and public hearings



BACKGROUND

® December 2017 — Sign Code adopted by Mayor and Council
» Sunset Date: August 31,2019

® June 2019 — Back to Mayor and Council for extension to sunset date for
time to allow set up of Sign Design Review Committee

> Sunset date extended to August 31,2020



KEY ELEMENTS OF REVISIONS

= Moved Sign Code: Tucson Code Ch. 3 = Unified Development Code 7A

= Created Sign Design Review Committee (SDRC)

= Established Sign Design Options



SIGN DESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE (SDRC)

= Established to — Assist Mayor and Council, Planning Commission, and
the Planning and Development Services (PDSD) Director

= Recommendations to Planning Commission and Mayor and Council —
Sign code text amendments

= Recommendations to PDSD Director — Sign Design Option
applications



SIGN DESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE (SDRC)

9 MEMBERS

Outdoor Lighting Committee

Architect Representative
Sign Industry Representative Local Business Representative
Planner Portable Sign Expert

General Neighborhood Association
At-large City Manager Appointment Representative

Ad Hoc Representative appointed by a Neighborhood Association within 300 feet of
subject property



SIGN DESIGN OPTION
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SIGN DESIGN OPTION
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REVIEW OF SIGN CODE

= |nitial analysis completed by PDSD
Sign Staff

= Review of code analysis with Sign
Design Review Committee




S
IGN CODE TEXT AMENDMENTS
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CLEAN-UPS / CLARIFICATIONS

= Change references to Tucson Code Chapter 3 to Section 7A
= Clean up language

= Clarify current policy

Edits related to:
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CLEAN-UPS / CLARIFICATIONS

General Topic

Permits/Inspections

Sign Design Options
Exempt/Prohibited signs

Change of use PSRRI P ~oUR VERTICAL POLY-GLASS
' : TR PANELS INSTEAD OF THREE

Sign Types - _

Special Districts _ | TR £ BOTTOM OF POLY-GLASS

PANELS FLUSH WITH
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Overlay Zones

General Procedures



MINOR CHANGES

= Related to potential revisions
based on sign staff input or
recommended by the Sign
Design Review Committee

—

—




MINOR CHANGES

Sign Design Options
Sign Types
Review Authorities

Definitions

MAIDEN
ECHO IN THE CANYON
LUZ

~__ FIRST FRIDAY SHORTS - 9 PM
~ JOHN CARPENTER’S THE THING - 10 PM

 CREATURE 3D DOUBLE FEATURE SAT & SUN




PROCESS IMPROVEMENTS

= Changes spearheaded by development of new permit database

= Examples:
» Temporary signs at only 90 day intervals, currently 45 day and 90 day
» Expire permanent sign applications after 6 months

» Compliance permits for A-frames



PROCESS IMPROVEMENTS

SPECIFICTOPIC

Temporary Signs —Fixed balloons, 90 days
Temporary Signs — Temporary Banner, 90 days

Temporary Signs — Propellers, Hula Strips, Small Fixed
Balloons, and Pennants, 90 days



NEXT STEPS

= SDRC Meeting: February 6 or February 20

® Planning Commission Study Session: March/April
® Planning Commission Public Hearing: April/May

= Mayor and Council Public Hearing: June/july
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https://www.tucsonaz.gov/pdsd/sign-code-sunset




REED V.TOWN OF GILBERT

® Landmark case involving church’s use of
temporary directional signs

= Town of Gilbert’s sigh code limited how

long these signs could be displayed and Good News e
. . ; [Pres ?_‘b'“'ﬂ'”' . ' s
their size T 3 g
[ | I —_— AB0-982-4331 A
Othgr types .of temporary signs — eg. e A s
political and ideological — could be larger (e

and displayed longer

= Takeaways: Content-neutral sign regulation
or risk litigation, every sign carries some
form of First Amendment protection




CONTENT - NEUTRAL

= The term refers to sigh messaging that does not limit a type of speech
but allows the sign to be regulated as to the circumstances of time,
place, and manner under which the speech may take place

= Examples:
= Classifying as a “real estate sign” = this is message oriented

= Classifying as an access point sign = this is content-neutral
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