
Section 7A.10 - Sign Types and 
General Standards 

December 12, 2016 



Permanent Sign Standards - 
Organization 

• 7A.10.1 - Generally Permitted in All Zones 
• 7A.10.2 - Permanent Signs Permitted by Zones 
• 7A.10.3 - Permanent Signs Permitted Maximum 

Sign Area 
• 7A. 10.4 Permanent Signs Additional Sign Type 

Standards 
– Sign Types Listed Alphabetically 
– General Standards and Zone Standards 
– Example of Standards - Max number per street 

frontage/premise, Spacing,  Max height, Max area, 
Setback, Faces, Orientation 

 



7A.10.1 Generally Permitted Signs 
pg 33 

• Emergency, governmental pg 33 

• Interior pg 35 

• Vehicle pg 35 

• Wall Multi purpose facility ( community 
sports center pg 35 

• Window – 30%- no permit – coordinate 
with Ch. 7 Police surveillance, pg 36 



Content-Neutral Permanent Sign Types 

• Awning  pg 36, 40 

• Access point pg 36, 41 

• Billboard pg 36, 41, 74* 

• Canopy pg 36, 42 

• Dwelling Unit pg 36, 43 

• Freestanding monument  
pg 36, 44-46  

• F-standing low profile  pg 
37 44-46  

• F- Standing pole pg 37 44-46  
 

• Freeway pg 37, 46 

• Parking Lot pg 37, 47 

• Projecting pg 37, 47 

• Roof pg 37, 47 

• Wall  pg 37, 47-48 
 
 
 
 
 

* An adjustment needs to be made in 
the PAD to assure billboards are 
prohibited.  



7A.10.2 Table 1- Permanent Signs 
- Permitted Zones pg 36 

• Residential Zones – Prohibited Signs – 
Access point, Billboards, Canopy, 
freestanding, freeway roof, wall 
 



7A.10.3 Maximum Sign Area per Zone 
pg 38-39 

• Residential – residential 20 sq ft,  non-
residential 50 sq ft   pg 38  (freestanding 32 sq ft limit) 

• Multi-family – residential 50 , non-
residential 80 sq ft   pg 38  (freestanding 40 sq ft limit) 

• O-1- change back from 80 to 20 sq ft pg 38 

• General Business – 3 feet per lineal 
footage of street frontage pg 39 

• Industrial 4 feet per lineal footage of street 
frontage pg 39 
 
 

 



Signs at Churches 



Signs at a Church 



Churches and signs  



7A.10.4 Permanent Sign Types Additional 
Standards Section – Overview pg 40 

 
– Sign Types Listed Alphabetically (Awning - Wall) 

– General Standards per sign type (e.g. Canopy pg 42) 

– Zone Standards per sign type (e.g. Freestanding pg 45) 

– Example Standards - Max number per street 
frontage/premise, spacing 

• Max height, max area, setback, faces, orientation 
 

– Sign Types with Special Issues  
• Access point – formerly directional sign 
• Billboards – NO CHANGE 
• Dwelling Unit – formerly home occupation 
• Directory signs in medical/business/industrial parks -  

Deleted 



7A.10.4 Additional Standards Adjustments 

• Freestanding Sign – Consider 300’ spacing per 
sign with four sign per frontage cap (note need to correct 

typo for spacing on commercial signs) pg 46  
• Parking Lot Sign – Adjusted name from parking 

sign pg 47 

• Projecting Sign – Adjust sign area from 24 to 20 
sq. ft. pg 47 

• Roof/ Wall Sign –  Adjust to wall sign type and 
reflect longstanding interpretation pg 47 (ten feet above 
adjoining parapets and ten feet wide and may be perpendicular to front) 



Wall Sign - Extended 
Parapet Option 

• Perpendicular option 

Too large parapet 
for option  



7A.10.5 Portable Signs –
Standards  



Portable Signs 
Definition 
• Can be moved 
• Not designed to be 

permanent 
• Attached or ground 

mounted 
• Materials are light 

weight – cardboard, 
light fabric, plastic, 
plywood, etc.  

Example Sign Types 
• A-frame 
• Banners – 

freestanding/wall 
• Freestanding 
• Wall 
• Window 
• Attached- general 
• Detached - general 

 



7A.10.5 Portable Signs Standards Rationale  
Considering Clutter Management and First Amendment Parameters 

• Street frontage – 150 feet spacing current 
Sign Code 

• ARS political signs -  32 sq. ft. commercial/ 
16 sq. ft. residential 

• Reed – materials, location, size, height, 
spacing 

• Arlington County Republican Committee V. Arlington 
County, Virginia - four temporary signs per 
property supported by case law   



Current Sign Code’s Real Estate Signs 
Message-oriented signs that are problematic under Reed 

• Announcement – 32 sq ft 
• Construction – 32 sq ft 
• Development – 3@72 sq ft or 6@ 50 sq ft 
• Directional – 4 sq ft 
• For Sale – 20 sq ft 
• Rental – 3@ 72 sq ft or 6 @ 50 sq ft 
• Identification – entrance – 20 sq ft 
• Subdivision – 200 sq ft 
• Portable Sign Master Plan Option? 

 



7A.10.6 - Portable Signs  - General 
Standards - Overview 

• Table 4 - Max Sign Area Allotment by Zone and 
street type pg 48 

• 7A.10.6 -Temporary/Portable Signs General 
Standards 
Ground mounted types 
– Illumination pg 48 
– Max area per sign 
– Max Height, Max setback pg 49 
– Materials pg 49 
– Spacing of ground mounted signs – Lots of greater 

than 150’, 150-75’,  Less than 75’ pg 49 



7A.10.5 Table 4  - Portable Signs 
  Sign Area Allotment 

7A. TEMPORARY/PORTABLE SIGNS GENERAL STANDARDS 
Table B - Portable Maximum Sign Area Allotment 
The following zones may have portable signs.  Additional standards may 
apply to individual sign types.  

 
Zone Categories 

Local Street Collector 
Street 

Arterial 
Street 

Rural/Residential /Multi-
family, Non-residential 

16 sq. ft. 32 sq. ft. 64 sq. ft. 

General Business and 
Industrial 

32 sq. ft. 64 sq. ft. 128 sq. ft. 



7A.10.6 C.5 Portable Sign Street 
Frontage Spacing 

• If using feather banners then all portables 
must be feather banners – uniform color 

• 150’ or greater - Four 32 sq ft signs spaced at 30 ft 
(with 300’ frontage and additional four signs) 

• Less than 150’ but greater or equal to  75’ 
– Two 32 sq ft signs with 30 foot spacing, two signs combined area 
of 32sf may be closer. Any two signs less than 32sf not grouped 
then a minimum 15 ft spacing 

• Less than 75 ‘ – One 32sf sign 30’ from another sign.  
– Two signs combined for 32sf may be closer than 30’ Any two 

signs less than 32sf not grouped then a minimum 15 ft spacing 
 



Portable Signs and Spacing 



Portable Signs and Spacing 

Portable sign master plan? 



7A.10.6 Portable Signs –General 
Standards 

– Wall mounted Sign – Max area pg 49 

   Dwelling unit wall mounted banner prohibition pg 42  
– 7A.10.7  - A-Frames – Special standards remain the 

same but numbers may be reduced pg 49-51 

– 7A.10.7 - Temporary Signs – Allow same as current 
Sign Code for time-limited banners (e.g. grand 
opening banner) and fixed balloons pg 51-52 

– Political Signs – Acknowledge ARS takes precedence 
pg 53 

– Feather banners – when used then all portable must 
be feather banners with uniform colors.  Pg 49 

 
 
 
 

 



7A.10.5 Temporary/Portable Sign  
Special Issues 

• A-frame signs are left mostly the same pg 49 

• Temporary signs reflect previous grand 
opening banners and fixed balloons pg 51 

• Political signs section states that City will 
comply with ARS 16-1019 pg 53 

• Special event signs to be removed and 
covered in Signs in and over the Right of 
Way section pg 54 



Portable Sign Examples 



Portable Sign Examples 
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