
Sign Code Revision Project 

Joint subcommittee of the Planning Commission 
and Citizen Sign Code Committee 

December 5, 2016 
 06/23/2017 1 



06/23/2017 2 

Approval of Minutes / Legal Action 
Report for November 21, 2016 



06/23/2017 3 

Review of the Process 



06/23/2017 4 

1st Call to the Audience 



06/23/2017 5 

Update on Timeline 



7A.7 Sign Design Options 
December 5, 2016 



Basic Types of  Options  

• Master Sign Program – Permanent Signs pg 25 

 
• Master Sign Program  - Portable Signs pg 28 

 

• Individual Sign Option  - Permanent Sign pg 29 



7A.13 Citizen Sign Code Committee 

• Makes recommendations on Article 7A. Sign Standards’ 
amendments to Planning Commission (7A.13 pg 75) 

 

• Hears cased on the three Design Option and makes a 
recommendation to PDSD Director  (7A.7.1.D pg 25 and 7A.13 pg 
75) 
 

• Decisions can be appealed to M/C (7A.7.1.D pg 25) 
 

• Draft moves to UDC Article 2 (Review Authorities and Powers) 
CSCC’s establishment, responsibilities, and other procedures 
(7A.13 pg 75 and UDC. Sec. 2.2.12 under construction) 



Illumination 
• 7A.1 Purpose Statement - New dark skies protection language pg 1 to be 

inserted 
 
• 7A.6.12 Illumination – All signs illumination is subject to OLC pg 18 
 
• 7A.7.1.E.1 – Design Standards -  Illuminated colors shall be predominately those 

that reduce light trespass and offer protection to dark skies pg 19 
 

• 7A.7.E.2.c.2 - Design Standards - Use of design guidelines/tech standards must be 
consistent with outdoor lighting standards pg 20 
 

• 7A.10.6.B Portable Signs – No illumination is permitted pg 42 
 

• Consider a Finding on – use of a best practice of dark sky illumination? Pg 21 not 
inserted yet 

 
• Consider having an OLC member sit on the CSCC? pg18 not inserted yet 

 



7A.7 Sign Design Option 

• Master Sign Program-Permanent  pg 25 

– Includes all exterior permanent signs 
– Decision by Director with recommendation by 

Sign Code Committee – appeal is to M/C pg 25 

– Design Standards pg 25-28 

– Best Practice Option –contains technical standards 
as guidelines – helps with a Reed defense pg 28 

– Findings pg 28 



7A.7 Individual Sign Design Option 

Individual Sign Design Option – pg 29 

• Replaces Integrated Architecture section 
• Purpose pg 29 

• Applicability – freestanding, wall  
    and integrated 
• Design Standards pg 29 

• Decision making  pg 29 

• Findings pg 29 

 
 
 



Technical Standards pg 26-27 
 

• Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices 
 
• American Association of State Highway and Transportation 

Officials Guide for the Development of Bikeway Design 
 

• United States Council Model On-Premise Sign Code 
 

• Street Graphics and the Law 
 

• Similar documents recommended by the Design Professional 
and approved by the Director 





Master Sign Plan Design Standards 
 pg 25-28 

• Sign’s component parts 
• Integration with architecture 
• Dark sky compatible illumination 
• Siting of sign  
• Building height profile of surroundings 
• Legibility 
• Uniformity in sign copy presentation 
• Scenic view impact 
• Proportionality 
• Way finding - Identification rationale 

 
 
 



Findings  pg 21 

• Meets Purpose 
• Integrates with associated buildings 
• Proportional size of signs with buildings 
• Improves legibility 
• Improves vehicle reaction time 
• Creates an organized way finding, identification, 

messages 
• Protects scenic vistas 
• Reduces clutter along the affected streets while 

enhancing  street aesthetics  
• Add - Uses best practice of dark sky illumination 



Sign Clutter Examples 
Illegible, too many crowded sign types, election cycle’s  
proliferation of signs, disorganized colors and panels, 
oversized structures 



Tall signs impact on scenic views and 
proportion to adjacent building 



Signs with orientation and legibility 
Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices 

Tucson Sign Code 



Freestanding - Legibility 



Signs with White 
Backgrounds 
allowed today 



Master Sign Program Freestanding Sign 



Outside Tucson Sign Design Examples 



Outside Tucson Sign Design Examples 



Outside Tucson Sign Design Examples 



Master Sign Program - Portable 
This section is an alternative to the current Sign Code’s flexible 

standards for real estate signs. 

• Purpose – Responds to special portable sign needs of a 
business, organization, or user with special sign needs pg 28 

• Applicability – applies to all portable signs pg 28 

• Design Standards – number, spacing, materials, height, 
legibility  pg 29 

• Additional Findings – clutter management legibility, 
uniformity in design pg 29 



Current Sign Code’s Real Estate Signs 
Message-oriented signs that are problematic under Reed 

• Announcement – 32 sq ft 
• Construction – 32 sq ft 
• Development – 3@72 sq ft or 6@ 50 sq ft 
• Directional – 4 sq ft 
• For Sale – 20 sq ft 
• Rental – 3@ 72 sq ft or 6 @ 50 sq ft 
• Identification – entrance – 20 sq ft 
• Subdivision – 200 sq ft 
• Portable Sign Master Plan Option? 

 



Portable Signs - Considering Clutter Management and First 
Amendment Parameters 

• Street frontage – 150 feet spacing current Sign 
Code 

• ARS political signs -  32 sq. ft. commercial/ 16 
sq. ft. residential 

• Reed – materials, location, size, height, 
spacing 

• Arlington County - four temporary signs per 
property supported by case law   



Political Signs 

 



Portable Signs and Spacing 



Portable Signs and Spacing 

Portable sign master 
plan? 



Portable Sign Examples 



Portable Sign Examples 



Section 7A.10 - Sign Types and General 
Standards 

December5, 2016 



Organization of Standards 

• Generally Permitted in All Zones 
• Permanent Signs Permitted by Zones 
• Permanent Signs Permitted Maximum Sign Area 
• Permanent Signs Additional Standards 

– Sign Types Listed Alphabetically 
– General Standards and Zone Standards 
– Max number per street frontage/premise, spacing 
–  Max height, max area, setback, faces, orientation 

 



Generally Permitted 

• Emergency, governmental pg 27 

• Interior pg 28 

• Vehicle pg 28 

• Wall Multi purpose facility ( community sports 
center pg 29 

• Window – 30%- no permit – coordinate with 
Ch. 7 Police surveillance, pg 29 



Permanent Sign Types 
• Awning  pg 29,33 

• Access point pg 29,34 

• Billboard pg 29,34,67* 

• Canopy pg 29,35 

• Dwelling Unit pg 30,36 

• Freestanding monument  pg 
30, 36 38 

• F-standing low profile  pg 
30,36, 38 

• F- Standing pole pg 30, 39 

• Freeway pg 30, 39 

• Parking Lot pg 30 

• Projecting pg 30, 40 

• Roof pg 30, 40 

• Wall  pg 30, 41 
 
 
 
 
 

* An adjustment needs to be made in the 
PAD to assure billboards are 
prohibited.  



Permitted Zones - Permanent 

• Residential prohibition – Access point, 
Billboards, Canopy, freestanding, freeway roof, 
wall 



Maximum Sign Area per Zone 
• Residential – residential 20 sq ft,  non-

residential 50 sq ft   pg 31  (freestanding 32 sq ft limit) 

• Multi-family – residential 50 , non-residential 
80 sq ft   pg 31  (freestanding 40 sq ft limit) 

• O-1- change back from 80 to 20 sq ft pg 32 

• General Business – 3 feet per lineal footage of 
street frontage pg 32 

• Industrial 4 feet per lineal footage of street 
frontage pg 32 

 
 

 



Permanent Signs Additional Standards 

Sign Types Listed Alphabetically 
General Standards 
Zone Standards 
Max number per street frontage/premise, spacing 
Max height, max area, setback, faces, orientation 
Access point – formerly directional sign 
Billboards – NO CHANGE 
Dwelling Unit – formerly home occupation 
Directory signs in medical/business/industrial parks -  

Deleted 



Permanent Sign - Additional Standards 

• Freestanding Sign – Need to make adjustment 
on spacing and potential cap 

• Parking Lot Sign – formerly parking sign 
• Projecting Sign – Need to make adjustment on 

size from 24 to 20 sq ft.  
• Roof Sign – reflects longstanding 

interpretation of parapets ten feet above 
adjoining parapets as a type of wall sign 



Portable Signs – General 
Standards  



Portable Signs Standards Rationale  
Considering Clutter Management and First Amendment Parameters 

• Street frontage – 150 feet spacing current Sign 
Code 

• ARS political signs -  32 sq. ft. commercial/ 16 
sq. ft. residential 

• Reed – materials, location, size, height, 
spacing 

• Arlington County case - four temporary signs 
per property supported by case law   



Portable Signs – Organization by Standards 

• Max Sign Area Allotment by Zone and street type pg 
41 

• Temporary/Portable Signs General Standards 
Ground mounted types 
– Illumination pg 42 

– Max area per sign 
– Max Height, Max setback pg 42 

– Materials pg 42 

– Spacing of ground mounted signs – Lots of greater than 
150’, 150-75’,  Less than 75’ pg 42 



Portable Signs – Organization by Standards 

– Wall mounted portable signs pg 42 

  Max area pg 42  
–  Dwelling unit wall mounted banner prohibition pg 42  
– A-Frames – special standards remain the same but 

numbers may be reduced pg 43 

– Temporary Signs – allow for time limited banners and fixed 
balloons that are the same as current pg 45 

– Political Signs – acknowledge ARS takes precedence pg 46 

 
 
 
 

 



Portable Signs 

Definition 
• Can be moved 
• Not designed to be 

permanent 
• Attached or ground 

mounted 
• Materials are light 

weight – cardboard, 
light fabric, plastic, 
plywood, etc.  

Example Sign Types 
• A-frame 
• Banners – 

freestanding/wall 
• Freestanding 
• Wall 
• Window 
• Attached- general 
• Detached - general 

 



Current Sign Code’s Real Estate Signs 
Message-oriented signs that are problematic under Reed 

• Announcement – 32 sq ft 
• Construction – 32 sq ft 
• Development – 3@72 sq ft or 6@ 50 sq ft 
• Directional – 4 sq ft 
• For Sale – 20 sq ft 
• Rental – 3@ 72 sq ft or 6 @ 50 sq ft 
• Identification – entrance – 20 sq ft 
• Subdivision – 200 sq ft 
• Portable Sign Master Plan Option? 

 



7A.10 Temporary/Portable Sign General Standards 
cont’d 

• A-frame signs are left mostly the same 
• Temporary signs reflect previous grand 

opening banners and fixed balloons 
• Political signs section states that City will 

comply with ARS 16-1019 
• Special event signs to be removed and 

covered in Signs in and over the Right of Way 
section 



Portable Sign Examples 



Portable Sign Examples 



Portable Signs and Spacing 



Portable Signs and Spacing 

Portable sign master plan? 



06/23/2017 52 

Discussion of sign code revisions 
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