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Sergeant Nancy Fatura
Please give a brief history of your experience 

I have been with TPD for over 14 years.  The majority of my career has been spent in patrol.  I was a Field Training Officer, Lead Police Officer, Community Resource Officer, Backgrounds Investigator, Academy Class Counselor, Community Response Team member, and Hostage Negotiator.  I am a General Instructor, Physical Training Instructor, and I teach several classes at the Academy to Basic, Post Basic, and Field Training Officer candidates.  I was promoted to Sergeant in March of 2013.  

What made you want to get into a career in Law Enforcement? 

My favorite things about the Military were the camaraderie and serving my country.  My father was a state trooper so I grew up around the Law Enforcement community.  It was a natural fit. 

What concerns, if any, did your family and friends have with you becoming a police officer and did their concerns change after successful completion of your training? 

My mother worried about my safety then, and she still does.  My father was concerned, however confident that I would be (and later was) properly trained.

Did you find it hard to compete with male officers during the academy and FTO program? 

Absolutely not.  Women bring another aspect to this profession.  Male officers know that.  Each of us has different strengths and weaknesses.  Working hard and training to be the very best version of yourself is what is expected.  No one expects one officer to be exactly like the next.

How do you balance family life and shift work? 

I am very fortunate to have a husband who stays home with the kids.  We celebrate holidays (like Christmas/Thanksgiving) on the closest day I have off.  My whole family has grown to understand that my chosen profession is unique in that crime doesn’t stop on the holidays.  Some years I end up having those days off, others I don’t and we work around it.  I have had two children during my tenure on the Department.  During each pregnancy I was assigned to the backgrounds unit.  You have to prioritize your time – your health, family, then work – keeping in mind that when you start this profession, shift work is part of it.  You must get that buy in from your family before you start.      

Have you ever found yourself in a situation you could not handle because you were a female?  If so, how did you deal with this? 

This has NEVER occurred.  If a situation was difficult or challenging, it had nothing to do with my gender.  Our mindset has to be that we can handle any situation.  If you go into something with the thought that you cannot handle it, you are already losing.  You plan ahead, you take back up when it is needed, and you assess the overall picture.  Women are very good at multi-tasking and this is an exceptional benefit to all of us in this profession.  

Did you have any issues getting hired and how did you cope with the academy physical fitness requirements? 

I had no issues getting hired.  I had to work hard because I am not a great runner.  If it is in your heart, you will push yourself to succeed.  Being physically fit will save your life, it has to be a priority.  

What unique qualities do you bring to TPD due to being a female? 

Occasionally, the presence of a female officer can offer a calming effect to persons in crisis.  

What has been your most memorable experience as a police officer? 

A male officer that I have known for years, and admire once told me that he “would go through a door (with me) any day.”   That was the greatest compliment I have ever received.  He doesn’t look at me as a female, he sees me as a Cop. 

How has the Department assisted you in reaching your career goals?   

I have been mentored and encouraged to promote.  My mentors are both males and females.  

What advice would you give to women who want to become police officers? 

Focus on the job.  Work hard.  Embrace your role as a Policing Professional and know yourself.  Have confidence in yourself and your ability to do your job.  People will say vulgar, horrific things to try to make you feel like a weak woman.  Don’t let it.  Use it to your advantage. 

