Please give a brief history of your experience 
I have been with the Tucson Police Department since January 2013. I have been assigned to patrol in Operations Division East.
What made you want to get into a career in Law Enforcement?
It started as a kid watching COPS and in college I had an internship with a local police department. During a ride along we got dispatched to a “HOT” call and while we were driving Code 3 I knew being a police officer was for me. I’ve always known wearing business clothes and working in an office from 9AM to 5PM Monday-Friday was not for me.  
What concerns, if any, did your family and friends have with you becoming a police officer and did their concerns change after successful completion of your training?
I am an only child, so my parents were/are terrified of me becoming a police officer. It didn’t make it any easier for them that I chose to pursue this career 2,000 miles away from home. They still support me though! We talk on the phone every day (multiple times a day), Skype on my days off; and I try to visit them twice a year (this is when we celebrate holidays). My last trip home we celebrated Thanksgiving and Christmas on back to back days in January.  I have been extremely fortunate to have made great friends at the gym I attend in Tucson. They invite me to spend the Holidays with their families when I don’t have the opportunity to go home. Also, to keep my parent’s minds at ease I don’t share too many work stories with them. However, my friends love to hear about my job and even attended a ride along! I wouldn’t be able to be a police officer if it wasn’t for the strong family and friend support system I have.
Did you find it hard to compete with male officers during the academy and FTO program?
No. I never felt like I was competing with anyone during the academy and FTO. In the academy they really emphasis camaraderie and pushing yourself to be the best officer you can be. During the academy our recruit class became one big family and we made sure we all got through it together.
How do you balance family life and shift work?
We talk on the phone 2-3 times a day and Skype on my days off. It comes down to understanding you have to make sacrifices in this profession. Some days are really hard, but I tell myself I chose to do this no one is making me do it. I find the strength and take it one day at a time. 
Have you ever found yourself in a situation you could not handle because you were a female?  If so, how did you deal with this?
No. Well… maybe the two, on the job, flat tires I encountered. I’m terrible with fixing anything vehicle related, but that is because I never practice not because I’m a female. The situations I find difficult to handle are usually because of my limited experience. In these times I remain confident and resort back to my training. I feel like the academy and FTO did a great job of training me for anything and giving me the confidence to get through any situation.
Did you have any issues getting hired and how did you cope with the academy physical fitness requirements?
The only issues I encountered were having to make two trips to Tucson for various parts of the hiring process. It got expensive, but I knew it was an investment for my future. I was a college athlete and I train competitively in Crossfit. The academy physical fitness requirements were easy for me.
What unique qualities do you bring to TPD due to being a female?
I believe the qualities I bring are: strong communication skills, being able to calm situations down with my presence, sense of humor, and intuition. 
Give some examples of situations where being a female officer helped resolve a situation?
Being a female has helped me when dealing with young victims.  Children who have been abused or molested tend to feel safe and comfortable talking to female police officers.  I have also found that female victims of domestic violence also feel more comfortable talking to a female police officer.  
What has been your most memorable experience as a police officer?
There was a string of 3 robberies, all from different businesses, within a mile of each other. I responded to the third report and spent a lot of time trying to gather suspect information. About two days later the 4th robbery occurred. I sat down and looked at the suspect information I gathered. I compared motives from each robbery with some locations related to each suspect. With the help of my fellow officers we were able to locate the suspects at a nearby residence about an hour after the 4th robbery. We found evidence from all of the robberies inside the residence and were able to arrest four suspects! I felt like I had a 1000 piece puzzle to put together. It was a lot of fun and very rewarding!
How has the Department assisted you in reaching your career goals?
There are always training opportunities available to learn new skills and improve the skills I already have. Also, senior officers are always providing valuable knowledge they have learned through their experience and are always eager to answer my questions or point me in the right direction.
What advice would you give to women who want to become police officers?
I would advise women who want to become a police officer to go on multiple ride-alongs and research different police departments/ ask a lot of questions. I would tell them to make sure you are ready for the commitment and understand you will face challenges. If you are able to accept criticism and can adapt to change you will be fine! An officer once told me, “As a police officer you have a front row seat to the greatest show on Earth.” 



