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CONSUMER WARNING - TAMPERED BABY FORMULA 

 

***UPDATE – MAY 12, 2017*** 
 

Detectives from the Tucson Police Department Child Physical Abuse Unit have continued the investigation involving 

tampered baby formula in the Tucson area.  They have learned on May 5, 2017 officers from Operations Division East 

responded to Tucson Medical Center reference a baby that had possibly ingested contaminated formula.  Once on scene, 

officers learned the baby did not have life-threatening-injuries and the illness was possibly due to formula provided to the 

baby.  The officers learned the formula was purchased at Fry’s located at 7050 E. 22
nd

 St.  They collected the formula and 

responded to the Fry’s.  Once on scene, they began working closely with Fry’s personnel and inspected the stock on hand 

and did not locate any irregularities.  

 

Fry’s personnel continued to assist in attempting to locate any returns of formula that may have been conducted at their 

stores.   On May 11, 2017 they provided information on a possible female suspect.  Detectives immediately began 

searching for the suspect.  She was located and detained that day without incident.  She was identified as 30-year-old 

Jennifer Laplante.  Through the course of the investigation, detectives learned Ms. Laplante had purchased the baby 

formula, replaced the contents and returned the formula to the four stores initially provided for a refund.  Ms. Laplante 

was subsequently arrested and booked into the Pima County Jail.  Her booking photograph has been provided.   

 

Detectives are working closely with Fry’s and Walmart stores.  Both stores have removed any old stock of formula from 

the shelves in Tucson and replaced it with new formula.  The detectives are still conducting searches to verify any and all 

returns Ms. Laplante conducted.  Until that search is complete, the Tucson Police Department encourages anyone who has 

recently purchased formula from a Tucson business to please examine the product carefully.  If there is anything unusual 

about the seal—or lack of a seal; if the product looks or has an odd smell in any way—DO NOT USE the product and 

notify our department.  Suspicious products can be dropped off at the TPD Evidence Facility located at 945 E. Ohio St. in 

Tucson. The facility will be open from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. (including the weekend).  If you intend to purchase this type 

of product, please inspect it carefully before use. 

 

We are continuing our coordinated efforts with the appropriate authorities, including the FDA and the Pima County 

Health Department. If you have any questions or information related to this investigation, please call our Communications 

line at (520) 791-5059. 
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Jennifer Laplante 

 

The detectives are continuing the investigation and additional will be released as it becomes available. 

 

 

 

_________________________________Sergeant Kimberly Bay – May 12, 2017________________________________  

 

The Tucson Police Department has developed information that a female suspect who has been arrested today and booked 

into the Pima County Jail this evening has engaged in what may be a patterned series of crimes over the past several days 

and potentially as far back as the past several months that involves purchasing and/or stealing infant formula—including 

Gerber “Good Start” Soy--from area grocery and related businesses (such as Walmart and Fry’s). 

The suspect removed the contents of the formula from the containers, refilled the containers with other substances—to 

include flour and other various contents, resealed the containers, and then returned said containers to various businesses 

for a refund. 

We believe that one child may have already been sickened by this formula. The child was treated and released from an 

area hospital on Friday, May 5th.  Store that may be involved include (There may be other locations): 

 Fry’s - 7050 E. 22nd St. 

 Fry’s - 9401 E. 22nd St. 
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 Walmart - 8640 E. Broadway Blvd. 

 Walmart - 7150 E. Speedway Blvd. 

 

The suspect has been identified as 30-year-old Jennifer Laplante, (Tucson resident) has been charged with Fraudulent 
Schemes and Artifices (Class II Felony) and Child Endangerment (Class V Felony). Other charges may be forthcoming. 

We have very limited information about the scope of these crimes, but we are notifying the public immediately with the 

following goals: 

 If you have recently purchased infant formula from a Tucson business, examine the product carefully. If there is 

anything unusual about the seal—or lack of a seal; if the product looks or has an odd smell in any way—DO NOT 

USE the product and notify our department. Suspicious products can be dropped off at the TPD Evidence Facility 

located at 945 E. Ohio St. in Tucson. The facility will be open from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. beginning tomorrow, 

including the weekend. 

 If you intend to purchase this type of product, please inspect it carefully before use. 

We are coordinating our efforts with the appropriate authorities, including the FDA and the Pima County Health 

Department. Any questions related to this post or if you have information related to this investigation, please call our 
Communications line at (520) 791-5059. 
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