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For accommodations; materials in accessible formats; foreign language interpreters; and/or materials in a language other than  
English, please contact the Tucson Police Department Public Information Office at (520) 791-4852 or (520) 791-2639 for TDD at  
least five (5) business days in advance. Para arreglos; materiales en formatos accesibles; interpretes de idioma extranjero; y/o 
materiales en otro idioma que no sea inglés, por favor comunicarse al Departamento de la Policía de Tucson a la sección de 
Información Pública al (520) 791-4852 o (520) 791-2639 para TDD por lo menos con cinco (5) días hábiles de anticipació. 

 

             Ready to Protect, 

         Proud to Serve 

 

Contact: Pete Dugan Date:  02/16/2018 

Sergeant / Public Information Office TDD: 791-2639 

520-791-4852 

On-call PIO:  tpdpio@tucsonaz.gov   

http://cms3.tucsonaz.gov/police 

  

FATAL INJURY INVOLVING A MOTOR VEHICLE 

NORTH BEAR CANYON ROAD AND EAST TANQUE VERDE ROAD 
 

On February 15, 2018, at approximately 8:30 p.m., officers from Operations Division East and members of the Tucson 

Fire Department responded to a report of a serious injury pedestrian collision in the area of N. Bear Canyon Road. and E. 

Tanque Verde Road. Deputies with the Pima County Sheriff’s Department were already on scene rendering first aid to an 

unresponsive male in the roadway. Tucson Fire took over medical treatment, however, the male was pronounced deceased 

shortly after their arrival.  

 

Detectives with the Tucson Police Traffic Investigations Unit responded to continue the investigation. They were able to 

determine that a large box truck was involved in the incident. The box truck was stolen from a local business earlier that 

day. The driver, 58-year-old James Massey, and three adult male passengers, were attempting to take the truck to Mt. 

Lemmon. As they approached the area of Bear Canyon and Tanque Verde, they began to have engine trouble and pulled 

over to cool the engine down. Two of the passengers got out of the vehicle. After a short time, Mr. Massey started the 

truck again and began to drive northbound on Bear Canyon, without the two passengers that exited the truck. Both men 

attempted to climb back into the truck, but fell off as it was making a U-turn. One of the men, in his late 60’s, struck his 

head on the roadway and was later pronounced deceased on scene. Mr. Massey continued to drive away, but was stopped 

by a Pima County Sheriff Deputy a few blocks from the scene. Mr. Massey displayed signs and symptoms of impairment 

and a DUI investigation was conducted. Mr. Massey was arrested and booked into the Pima County Jail on Auto Theft 

charges. DUI Charges are pending toxicology results. The investigation is ongoing and additional details will be released 

as they become available.  

 

The name of the deceased male is being withheld, pending next of kin notification. An autopsy is scheduled for this week.  

 

Fatalities Year-To-Date: 

 

For 2017 -  5                                   For 2018 - 12 
Pedestrian - 4         Pedestrian - 5 
Bicycle - 1          Bicycle - 0 
Motorcycle - 0         Motorcycle – 1 
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