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homicide investigation 
1116 west saint mary’s road
On June 20, 2020, just before 2:00 a.m., officers from Operations Division West were dispatched to a liquor store, located at 1116 W. St. Mary’s Rd., reference the report of a shooting. Upon arrival, officers located a male victim in the parking lot with obvious signs of gunshot trauma. Officers immediately began rendering aid by performing CPR and utilizing their Individual First Aid Kits (IFAK). Tucson Fire arrived and continued rendering aid; however, the male victim succumbed to his injuries and was declared deceased at the scene. The victim was identified as 34-year-old Mark A. Romero. Next of kin was notified. 

Officers on scene were notified that two additional adult males had arrived at St. Mary’s Hospital with gunshot trauma. One of those individuals sustained life-threatening injuries and was transported to Banner University Medical Center. Detectives with the Gun Crime Reduction Unit were contacted and responded to continue the investigation. Detectives learned that prior to the shooting, two vehicles were in the drive-thru service lane of the liquor store. Mark Romero was a passenger in a gray vehicle positioned behind a white passenger vehicle. The white passenger vehicle was occupied by the two additional shooting victims and two other passengers.
According to witness statements and video surveillance, a verbal confrontation ensued between the occupants of both vehicles. The confrontation turned physical at which point Romero produced a handgun. Gunshots were fired, and the two victims associated with the white vehicle were struck. During the confrontation, Romero dropped his weapon. One of the other occupants of the white vehicle, identified as 27-year-old George A. Diaz, recovered the firearm and shot Romero with it. All four occupants of the white vehicle drove to St. Mary’s Hospital after the shooting. The driver of the gray vehicle sustained minor injuries. Detectives were able to interview the driver of the gray vehicle and all four occupants of the white vehicle. After the initial investigation, no arrests were made pending further review, and the case remained open. Detectives later learned that both parties are known to each other, and the shooting did not appear to be random.
On July 21, 2020, detectives obtained an arrest warrant for George Diaz for 1st degree murder. The following night, July 22, 2020, officers from Operations Division West/Community Response Team located and arrested Diaz on Tucson’s South Side. He was taken into custody without incident and is currently being held in the Pima County Jail.
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George A. Diaz
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For accommodations; materials in accessible formats; foreign language interpreters; and/or materials in a language other than 
English, please contact the Tucson Police Department Public Information Office at (520) 791-4852 or (520) 791-2639 for TDD at 
least five (5) business days in advance. Para arreglos; materiales en formatos accesibles; interpretes de idioma extranjero; y/o materiales en otro idioma que no sea inglés, por favor comunicarse al Departamento de la Policía de Tucson a la sección de Información Pública al (520) 791-4852 o (520) 791-2639 para TDD por lo menos con cinco (5) días hábiles de anticipació. [image: image3.png]
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