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For accommodations; materials in accessible formats; foreign language interpreters; and/or materials in a language other than  
English, please contact the Tucson Police Department Public Information Office at (520) 791-4852 or (520) 791-2639 for TDD at  
least five (5) business days in advance. Para arreglos; materiales en formatos accesibles; interpretes de idioma extranjero; y/o 
materiales en otro idioma que no sea inglés, por favor comunicarse al Departamento de la Policía de Tucson a la sección de 
Información Pública al (520) 791-4852 o (520) 791-2639 para TDD por lo menos con cinco (5) días hábiles de anticipació. 

 

             Ready to Protect, 

         Proud to Serve 

 

Contact: Pete Dugan Date:  02/09/2018 

Sergeant / Public Information Office TDD: 791-2639 

520-791-4852 

On-call PIO:  tpdpio@tucsonaz.gov   

http://cms3.tucsonaz.gov/police 

  

HOMICIDE INVESTIGATION 

2700 BLOCK OF EAST COPPER STREET 
 

The Tucson Police Department is actively investigating an apparent murder/suicide that occurred in Midtown Tucson. 

 

On February 8, 2018, just after 6:00 p.m., officers from Operations Division Midtown responded to a residence in the 

2700 block of East Copper Street for a “Check Welfare” call. Upon arrival, officers spoke with the property owner who 

made the 911 call. The owner explained that she rents the residence to an older married couple and received a letter from 

one of the tenants. The letter instructed the owner to call the police to recover their bodies from inside of the home. 

Officers entered the unlocked residence and located a deceased male and female in one of the bedrooms. Both had 

obvious signs of gunshot trauma.  

 

The deceased male was identified as 85-year-old Bill Drake. The deceased female was identified as 71-year-old 

Margaret Hoyt. Next of kin have been notified. 

 

Detectives with the Tucson Police Homicide Unit responded to continue the investigation. Several notes that appear to be 

authored by Mrs. Hoyt were located in the residence. The notes explained that Mr. Drake was suffering from serious 

medical conditions and detailed what to do with their property and pets. Based on the initial investigation, it is unclear as 

to when the shootings actually occurred, but it appears Mrs. Hoyt shot her husband and then took her own life. There were 

no signs of foul play. Additional details will be released as they become available.  
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