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HOMICIDE/ARSON INVESTIGATION  

3500 BLOCK OF SOUTH CALEXICO AVENUE 
 

The Tucson Police Department is actively investigating a homicide and related arson that occurred last month on Tucson’s 

East Side. 

 

On April 16, 2019, the Tucson Fire Department and Tucson Police Department were dispatched to a residential fire in the 

3500 block of South Calexico Avenue. The fire led to an explosion inside of the home, which caused significant damage 

to the structure. When fire crews entered the home, they learned that no one was inside. Officers attempted to locate the 

home owner and sole resident, 72-year-old Frank Bligh, but they were unsuccessful. Mr. Bligh’s vehicle was also 

missing from the residence. Shortly after the fire/explosion occurred, a witness saw a vehicle leaving the scene at a high 

rate of speed. On the same day as the fire, Mr. Bligh’s brother called from out of state asking police to check his welfare 

since he had not heard from him in several days. Based on the circumstances, detectives began a missing person 

investigation and learned that Mr. Bligh had not been seen since April 7, 2019, when he was at the Cowpony Bar (6510 E. 

Tanque Verde). Evidence located at Mr. Bligh’s residence, led detectives to believe that the fire was set intentionally and 

was not accidental. Detectives then initiated a large scale search for Mr. Bligh involving several different agencies.  

 

On April 17, 2019, the Pima County Sheriff’s Department located Mr. Bligh’s vehicle abandoned in the county on South 

Wilmot Road. Tucson Police Detectives responded to that location and examined the vehicle. Based on information and 

evidence gathered during the fire investigation and missing person investigation, detectives were able to determine that 

foul play was involved and began investigating the entire incident as a homicide.  

 

Homicide Detectives took over the investigation and quickly identified a person of interest in the arson of Mr. Bligh’s 

residence. On April 24, 2019, the individual believed to be involved, 30-year-old Brent Mallard, was located in 

Maricopa County with the help of law enforcement officials from that jurisdiction. Homicide Detectives with the Tucson 

Police Department spoke to Mallard about the arson and disappearance of Mr. Bligh. After speaking with Mallard, he was 

arrested and booked into the Maricopa County Jail on felony charges for Arson of an Occupied Structure, Second 

Degree Burglary and Felony Criminal Damage. Mallard has since been extradited back to Pima County and is 

currently in the Pima County Jail. His booking photograph is attached below. 

 

As detectives continued their investigation, they were able to obtain additional information and evidence, giving them 

probable cause to arrest 55-year-old Blane Barksdale and his wife, 58-year-old Susan Barksdale for the murder of 
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Frank Bligh. As of this date, detectives have been unable to locate the couple. On May 1, 2019, a felony arrest warrant 

was issued on Blane and Susan Barksdale for the charges of First Degree Murder, First Degree Burglary, Arson of an 

Occupied Structure, Felony Criminal Damage and Theft of Means of Transportation (Auto Theft). Blane Barksdale 

has an additional felony charge of Prohibited Possessor on his arrest warrant. During the investigation it was also 

discovered that Brent Mallard is the nephew of Blane Barksdale. Pictures of the Barksdales are included below. 

 

This is still a very active investigation, which is why specific details are being withheld at this time. Additional 

information will be released as the investigation continues. 
 

***The Tucson Police Department is now seeking the public’s assistance for information on the possible whereabouts of 

Blane and Susan Barksdale. The Barksdales should be considered armed and dangerous and should not be approached. 

Sadly, detectives are also looking for information on the possible whereabouts of Frank Bligh’s remains. Mr. Bligh’s 

family has been notified. Anyone with information is asked to call 88-CRIME. You can remain anonymous.  

 

                     
                       BLANE BARKSDALE              SUSAN BARKSDALE          BRENT MALLARD 

 
FRANK BLIGH (Victim) 


