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homicide investigation
6600 block of east calle alegria
The Tucson Police Department is investigating the homicide of a 17-year-old female that occurred last week on Tucson’s East Side.
On March 22, 2020, officers from Operations Division East responded to a residence in the 6600 block of East Calle Alegria for a report of a missing person/runaway juvenile. Upon arrival, officers spoke with 32-year-old Gerardo Salinas who reported that his cousin, 17-year-old Sofia Hurtado, had been missing since March 19, 2020. Gerardo explained that Sofia lives in Mexico with her mother, but on March 15, 2020, he drove to Mexico and brought her back to Tucson for a visit. He told officers that Sofia had been staying with him at his residence, along with his live-in girlfriend and their two young children. Gerardo let officers inside of his home and showed them where Sofia had been staying. Once inside, officers located evidence of what appeared to be dried blood. There was also missing furniture in the room where Sofia had supposedly been sleeping. 
Detectives responded to the scene to continue the investigation. They interviewed Gerardo and his live-in girlfriend and then obtained a search warrant for the home. Forensic evidence indicated a violent crime had been committed in different locations inside of the home. In a nearby dumpster, detectives recovered a trash bag containing items belonging to Gerardo’s residence along with female clothing that appeared to be blood stained. Detectives also learned that on March 18, 2020, Sofia sent a message to a friend in Mexico saying she was not safe and needed help. The friend notified Sofia’s mother, who immediately attempted to reach Gerardo, but was unsuccessful. Once she finally reached Gerardo by phone, he advised Sofia had run away. Sofia’s mother then instructed Gerardo to report her as missing.
After gathering evidence from the scene and re-interviewing Gerardo, detectives were able to locate several different burial sites throughout Pima County. Remains of Sofia Hurtado were located and recovered at each site.
Gerardo Salinas was arrested and booked into the Pima County Jail on charges of First Degree Murder, Kidnapping and Abandoning and Concealing a Dead Body. His booking photograph is attached below.
Sofia Hurtado’s family has been notified.

Detectives are continuing their investigation and additional details will be released as they become available. Anyone with information is asked to call 88-CRIME where you can remain anonymous.

Many different units and disciplines across the department collaborated on this investigation, including patrol officers from Operations Division East; detectives from the Sex Offender Registration & Tracking Unit, Internet Crimes Against Children Unit, Homicide Unit and Child Physical Abuse Unit; and professional staff from the Crime Scene Unit, Evidence Section, and Forensic Electronic Media Unit. 
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Gerardo Salinas
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For accommodations; materials in accessible formats; foreign language interpreters; and/or materials in a language other than 
English, please contact the Tucson Police Department Public Information Office at (520) 791-4852 or (520) 791-2639 for TDD at 
least five (5) business days in advance. Para arreglos; materiales en formatos accesibles; interpretes de idioma extranjero; y/o materiales en otro idioma que no sea inglés, por favor comunicarse al Departamento de la Policía de Tucson a la sección de Información Pública al (520) 791-4852 o (520) 791-2639 para TDD por lo menos con cinco (5) días hábiles de anticipació. [image: image3.png]
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