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OFFICER-INVOLVED SHOOTING 

5601 SOUTH 12
TH

 AVENUE 
 

The Tucson Police Department is actively investigating an officer-involved shooting that occurred early this morning on 

Tucson’s South Side. 

 

On June 16, 2019, at approximately 12:45 a.m., officers with Operations Division South were dispatched to a residence in 

the 100 block of West Calle Nueva Vida for a report of a burglary in progress. When officers arrived, they located a 

vehicle with multiple occupants leaving the scene. Officers conducted a traffic stop on the vehicle near the intersection of 

West Drexel Road and South Mako Drive. When the vehicle stopped, several suspects exited and fled on foot. They were 

described as teenagers or young adults. The driver remained with the vehicle. Officers began searching for the suspects 

and were flagged down by a group of people at the Mission Park Apartments (5601 S. 12
th
 Avenue). They advised officers 

that the people they were looking for had just went into a specific apartment and shut the door. Officers went to the 

apartment and knocked multiple times before a middle aged man opened the door. When asked, the man advised that no 

one matching the description was inside of the apartment. The renter/resident advised officers could look inside. When 

officers entered, they located multiple people inside of the apartment, including a male subject hiding in a bathroom 

shower. When officers made contact with him, a physical altercation ensued. During the altercation, the subject was 

armed with a handgun and one officer discharged his firearm. The subject was struck by the gunfire and was pronounced 

deceased on scene. He was identified as 31-year-old Carlos Vale. Next of kin has been notified. No officers were injured 

during the shooting. 

 

Detectives with the Tucson Police Violent Crimes Unit and sergeants with the department’s Office of Professional 

Standards are investigating the incident. Detectives are conducting the criminal portion of the investigation, while the 

Office of Professional Standards is conducting a separate, parallel administrative investigation to examine the actions of 

department personnel. This is standard protocol in all officer-involved shootings. Additionally, representatives from the 

department’s Critical Incident Review Board will evaluate the response to this incident. 

 

Two arrests were made when officers were at the apartment. One male had an unrelated warrant for his arrest. A second 

male was charged with Aggravated Assault on a Peace Officer (minor injury) when officers tried to detain him. It was also 

determined that Mr. Vale had an active felony warrant for his arrest.  
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At this time, no one has been identified or arrested for the original burglary. Detectives are continuing their investigation 

and are asking anyone with information to please call 88-CRIME. You can remain anonymous. Additional details will be 

released as they become available.  
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