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OFFICER INVOLVED SHOOTING 

7811 EAST WRIGHTSTOWN ROAD 

 

***UPDATE – FEBRUARY 9, 2018*** 

 
As Homicide Detectives continued to investigate this shooting, they were able to determine that 46-year-old Paul Larry 

Gasbarri was the other suspect involved in the armed robbery and attempted carjacking at the “Desert Sports and Fitness” 

on October 18, 2017. Gasbarri fled in Daniel Spear’s vehicle after Spear ran to the car wash located at 7811 E. Tanque 

Verde. Gasbarri attempted to pick Spear up at the carwash, but police were already on scene, so he left the area.  

 

On February 9, 2018, Gasbarri was located at a business in the 5100 block of North Oracle Road. On-duty Tucson Police 

SWAT officers and K-9 units worked with agents from the U.S. Marshals Fugitive Task Force to take Gasbarri into 

custody without incident.  

 

Gasbarri was booked into the Pima County Jail on charges of First Degree Murder, Armed Robbery, Aggravated 

Robbery, Kidnapping, Aggravated Assault w/a Deadly Weapon and 2 counts of Prohibited Possessor. His booking 

photograph is attached below. 

 

 
Paul Larry Gasbarri 

 

_________________________________Sergeant Pete Dugan – February 9, 2018_______________________________ 
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The Tucson Police Department is currently investigating an officer-involved shooting that occurred yesterday evening on 

the northeast side of Tucson. 

 

On October 18, 2017, at approximately 9:40 p.m., officers from Operations Division East responded to the 2400 block of 

North Pantano Road for a report of an armed robbery with multiple gunshots fired. Upon arrival, officers determined that 

the shooting took place in the northeast parking lot of East Tanque Verde Road and North Pantano Road in front of 

“Desert Sports & Fitness”. An off duty Tucson Police Officer was at the location when the shooting occurred. That 

officer immediately began moving citizens into the business for their safety and locked the doors. Responding officers 

located the victim and multiple witnesses. The victim advised he had been assaulted and robbed at gunpoint but was not 

struck by any gunfire. The suspects fled the parking lot before officers arrived.  

 

As additional officers were responding, officers on scene were providing suspect descriptions over the radio. An 

additional off duty officer in the area was listening to the call and observed a suspect matching one of the descriptions 

running westbound on Tanque Verde Road toward the “Auto Car Wash” (7811 E. Tanque Verde Rd.). As officers 

approached the car wash on foot, the suspect fired directly at them with a shotgun. The suspect then ran to an unmarked 

police vehicle in the same lot and got in to the driver’s seat, but no keys were in the vehicle. After a short time, the 

suspect exited the vehicle with the shotgun in his hand. He immediately began firing rounds in the direction of the 

officers on scene. Officers returned fire and the suspect was struck multiple times. Officers rendered first-aid to the 

suspect, however he was pronounced deceased at the scene. Two officers sustained minor abrasions during the incident 

and were treated at the scene. 

 

The second suspect involved fled in a vehicle. A description of the vehicle and license plate were obtained and broadcast 

citywide over the police radio. Officers were able to locate the vehicle in the 5600 block of East 1
st
 Street and a traffic 

stop was conducted. The driver was detained, but eventually released without charges.   

 

Detectives from the Tucson Police Department Homicide Unit, Aggravated Assault Unit and sergeants with the Office of 

Professional Standards Unit responded to continue the investigation. The Homicide Unit and Aggravated Assault Unit  

are conducting the criminal investigation. The Office of Professional Standards is conducting a separate and parallel 

administrative investigation to examine the actions of department personnel. This is standard protocol in all officer-

involved shootings. Additionally, representatives from the department’s Critical Incident Review Board (CIRB) were 

called to the scene in order to conduct an in depth review of the response to this incident. 

 

Based on information and evidence collected at the scene, detectives were able to determine that the suspect used ambush 

style tactics to engage the officers as they approached the car wash. In addition to the shotgun he was carrying, detectives 

located a handgun where he was hiding in the car wash. The suspect took the handgun from the victim during the armed 

robbery.  

 

The deceased suspect has been identified as 35-year-old Daniel Spear. Next of kin was notified.  
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The officers who discharged their firearms are as follows: 

 

Officer Nathaniel Foster a 10-year veteran of the Tucson Police Department 

Officer Rafael Rodriguez a 6-year veteran of the Tucson Police Department 

Officer Carter Wingate a 4-year veteran of the Tucson Police Department  

Officer Matthew Kosmider a 3-year veteran of the Tucson Police Department 

 

Additional details will be released as they become available. Anyone with information about this incident is asked to call 

88-CRIME. You CAN remain anonymous. 

 

 

 

#### 


