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TUCSON POLICE DEPARTMENT AWARDED $1 MILLION GRANT
TO TEST UNTESTED SEXUAL ASSAULT KITS

The Tucson Police Department Crime Lab, DNA Unit has been selected as an awardee of the 2015 Sexual Assault Kit
Backlog Elimination Grant Program to begin on October 1, 2015. The Tucson Police Department will receive
$1,038,000.00 over two years to test previously untested sexual assault Kits.

Although the Tucson Police Department does not have any untested sexual assaults kits where the suspect is "unknown"
to the victim, we do have 800 to 1000 untested kits that will be tested where the suspect is "known" to the victim. Our
goal is to gain investigative leads to solve cases with unmatched DNA.

Sexual assault evidence kits, commonly known as “rape kits,” are collections of evidence taken during an invasive,
lengthy examination conducted at a hospital or rape crisis center following a sexual assault. The DNA evidence contained
in rape kits is a powerful tool for identifying suspects, convicting perpetrators, preventing future offenses, and even
exonerating the innocent.

We look forward to working with the Department of Justice over the next two years to bring closure to victims and make
our community a safer place.
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For accommodations; materials in accessible formats; foreign language interpreters; and/or materials in a language other than
English, please contact the Tucson Police Department Public Information Office at (520) 791-4852 or (520) 791-2639 for TDD at
least five (5) business days in advance. Para arreglos; materiales en formatos accesibles; interpretes de idioma extranjero; y/o
materiales en otro idioma que no sea inglés, por favor comunicarse al Departamento de la Policia de Tucson a la seccién de
Informacion Publica al (520) 791-4852 o (520) 791-2639 para TDD por lo menos con cinco (5) dias habiles de anticipacio.
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