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Who is the Association of
Arizona Food Banks

Established in 1984.

Coordinates advocacy/public policy on behalf of
Arizona’s food banks.

Helps promote hunger awareness and food bank
activity.
Operates the Arizona Statewide Gleaning Project.



What is the Arizona Statewide
Gleaning Project?

Established in 1993 to coordinate produce
donations and to transport donations equitably to
Arizona’s food banks.

Yuma and Nogales key.

34 million Ibs transported in 2011-12, including 22.6
million Ibs of produce.

Over 888 million Ibs transported since its inception.




Poverty in Arizona

In 2010:

* Nearly 1in 5 (18.6%) Arizonans live in poverty.

* 1in 4 children (24.4%) live in poverty.

= Federal poverty level: $22,350 for family of 4.

1/3 of Arizonans are “working poor” - live at 185% of
the federal poverty level, likely unable to meet all
basic needs: food, shelter, healthcare, etc.

Minority groups disproportionately affected.
2011 Arizona poverty data comes out next week.



Food (In)Security

Food security means access by all members of a
household at all times to enough food for an active,
healthy life:

e The ready availability of nutritionally adequate and
safe foods.

e Ability to acquire acceptable foods in socially
acceptable ways — no relying on emergency food
programs, scavenging, stealing, etc.



Food Insecurity in Arizona

* 1in5 Arizonans are food insecure.

e 29% of them are children under the age of 18 -
almost 1in 3!

e This ranks Arizona in the top 5 for worst child food
Insecurity rate.



Who relies on Arizona’s Food
Banks & SNAP (Food Stamps)?

An average of 100,000 Emergency Food Boxes
distributed each week.

An average of 11 million Ibs of food is distributed
each month.

Over 1.1 million individuals in Arizona receive SNAP
(Food Stamp) benefits each month.

Children and seniors make up over half.
s29/week average individual benefit.



Our Food Banks

Serve all 15 Arizona counties.

123.2 million Ibs distributed in FY 2011-12.

1.27 million emergency food boxes in FY 2011-12.
1,600 agencies statewide.
Rely on volunteers.




Where does Citrus and
Edible Trees fit in?

One of 5 “C’s” of Arizona, alongside Cotton, Cattle,
Copper and Climate.

It’s everywhere: yards, common areas, city
property, etc., but... fewer commercial citrus
growers.

Food banks want excess citrus — every bit helps.

They especially want fresh and healthy food to
augment typical food drive food.



Food Banks & Citrus

* Food banks only receive an estimated 5% of
residential citrus — this is still some 2.5 million Ibs!

e All citrus types accepted: grapefruit, oranges,
lemons, tangelos, etc.

e But there are barriers...




SOS - Sweet Orange Scab

* Arizona under USDA quarantine!

e Prevents us from sharing excess citrus with out-of-
state food banks.



Getting Creative with SOS

We still want your citrus!
Educating the public.

It can be juiced - over 800,000 Ibs of gleaned citrus
in Phoenix alone.

More info on Sweet Orange Scab:
Wwww.citrusresearch.org/sweet-orange-scab




Many, Many More Volunteers Needed

It’s hard work!
January — March gleaning season.

Gleaning crews made up of groups and individuals
needed to capture the other 95%.

Sometimes tools are available, sometimes not.

No stems, leaves
or branches.




Working with the Community Food
Bank of Southern Arizona

Groups can work independently of food banks.

After January 1, Community Food Bank of Southern
Arizona helps coordinate gleaning volunteer efforts:

Mon-Fri and weekend opportunities. N\

Community Food Bank

Jacob Coldsmith, Director of Logistics,
520-882-3288 or jcoldsmith@communityfoodbank.org




Partnering with Schools

More schools than ever participating in farming,
gardening and gleaning initiatives: see Sunnyside
District in Tucson.

High school students make excellent volunteers.

Broken record... Community Food Bank of
Southern Arizona — works with farms, farmers
markets and schools!

www.communityfoodbank.com/programs-
services/farmsgardens-and-farmers-markets/




Other Gleaning Efforts

National Gleaning Day 2012: Sunday, September 30

Through the first week of October, join local
communities, farms, school lunch programs and
food banks across the nation to harvest local,
healthy food and ensure it gets to those who can
benefit most from it.

Sponsor a gleaning on Sunday, September 30
and/or throughout the first week of October.

www.nationalgleaningday.org




Food Day 2012

Wednesday, October 24.

Goals: raise awareness about food issues; advocate
for better food policies at the local, state, and
national levels; and strengthen and unify the food
movement as a whole.

www.foodday.org

Tucson liaison: Lily Steirer, lilly@lilystable.com

FOOg DAY



Thank you!

Brian Simpson

Association of Arizona Food Banks

602-528-3434
brian@azfoodbanks.org

www.azfoodbanks.org

Social Media:

ww.facebook.com/azfoodbanks
www.twitter.com/aafb




