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Comment Cards Received (134, including 6 documents submitted not on project 
comment cards) 

Comments Provided on Easel Pads (28 pages from different Stations) 

Comments Left on Alignment Maps (34) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This project is funded by the City of Tucson, Pima County and the Regional Transportation Authority 

(RTA), and is part of the voter-approved, $2.1 billion RTA plan that will be implemented through 
2026.  Details about the plan are available at www.RTAmobility.com. 
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April 23, 2015 

RE: Broadway Corridor Improvements 

Dear Ms. Beth Abramovitz: 

We thank you for the opportunity to comment on the revised layout for the Broadway Corridor 
improvement plan and the diligent work put forth by staff. Metropolitan Pima Alliance (MPA) is 
a land use advocacy organization representing 130 members involved in both commercial and 
real estate development. MPA advocates for balanced land use policies that stimulate economic 
development.  MPA staff believes that the six lane option for the expansion of Broadway Blvd. 
presented by the RTA is a workable compromise. MPA understands the Regional Transportation 
Authority’s 2006 original language approved by the voters stated that the scope of the project 
was to widen Broadway Blvd. to six travel lanes with two dedicated bus lanes, bike lanes, and 
sidewalks for the two-mile segment. As the last few months have presented this project with 
many tribulations resulting in further discussion of the layout, we believe that there are critical 
flaws in the Broadway Citizen Task Force’s layout.  

From our understanding, the Task Force’s primary focus is to preserve a great number of the 
existing buildings that are located within the project scope. In order to preserve the buildings, 
the Task Force is proposing to reduce the right-of-way width by narrowing both the median and 
the pedestrian sidewalks. In addition to the reductions of the right-of-way, medians and 
pedestrian sidewalks, the Task Force is proposing an elimination of the roadside landscape strip. 
Moreover, the Task Force’s proposal shifts the right-of-way to be both sides of the road rather 
than one as an attempt to preserve the existing buildings. 

As active participants during the extensive public participation period that created the RTA plan, 
MPA strongly believes the plan genuinely represents a collaborative mix of roadway 
improvements that evolved through a tremendous amount of conversation and compromise in 
which no one ultimately got every change they wanted. The RTA Plan is a model of compromise. 
To make substantive changes like constructing a road to half the size stated in the RTA Plan 
ignores the processes and the hard work that went into creating a collaborative Plan approved 
by thousands of voters. In fact, MPA honored the RTA Plan with the Common Ground Award of 
Distinction due to the collaborative process that created the first transportation plan to be 
approved in 30 years. This in itself is a testament to what it takes to create a successful plan. Any 
regional plan would have some amount of unhappy stakeholders.  

While we appreciate the efforts and diligent work put forth by the Broadway Citizen Task Force, 
we believe that their proposed layout defeats the overarching goals set in the RTA’s original plan. 
We cannot forgo the opportunity to enhance regional road efficiency for a handful of buildings.  
MPA’s stance is that common ground has already been achieved in the development of the 
Broadway Corridor layout in which both the RTA’s vision and the Task Force’s vision are  

 



 

 

compromised in such ways that promote development and business in the area, pedestrian 
safety, and regional collaboration. 

The layout for Broadway Corridor presented in the RTA plan is indisputably a compromise and 
reflects a collaborative process in which shared visions and goals are adequately addressed. We 
cannot continue to pander to individual residents and sacrifice sound regional planning practices 
already approved by a majority of voting residents. It’s time to move into the next phases of the 
process and begin revitalizing this area that has been neglected for far too long. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to convey our comments on this issue. Please feel free to contact 
me with any questions, comments, or concerns.  
 
 
Sincerely 
 

 
Amber Smith 
Executive Director 
Metropolitan Pima Alliance 
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