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Domestic Violence Awareness Month marked by $500K
grant to Tucson specialty court
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The Tucson City Court is the recipient of a nearly half-million-dollar grant.

As we come to the end of October and Domestic Violence Awareness Month, I share some news from
the Tucson City Court and the Arizona Supreme Court:

“Tucson City Court this month received a three-year $497,000 Justice for Families grant. The grant is
from the U.S. Department of Justice Office of Violence Against Women and is the second such grant that
Tucson City Court has earned. The grant will be used to continue the specialty domestic violence court
program.”

“JTudge Wendy Million launched a specialty court to handle domestic violence cases in 2013. Domestic
Violence Court is not a separate building, rather it is a program that bundles all serious domestic
violence cases on one judge’s calendar. Instead of spreading these cases among several judges, Judge
Million hears all of these cases and works with advocacy groups to provide services to victims of
domestic violence.”

“'The idea is to be able to provide a social and community safety net to families and individuals touched
by domestic violence,” Judge Million explained. “This new grant allows me to continue having a
dedicated domestic violence court. The money will be used to help with extra security in the courtroom
and for continuing education programs for judges, court staff, and attorneys who handle these cases. It
also funds two victim advocates from Emerge! Center Against Domestic Abuse who will work at City
Court.”™
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" According to its website, the Emerge! Center Against Domestic Abuse is a Tucson-based charitable
organization that is the largest provider of domestic abuse prevention services in Southern
Arizona. Judge Million said the two victim advocates will float between the court’s protective order
office and the courtroom to provide direct aid to victims.”

“The grant will also allow Judge Million to continue doing outreach to the Deaf and hard-of-
hearing. National studies have shown that deaf and hard-of-hearing individuals experience a greater
incidence of domestic violence, which often goes unreported. Judge Million plans to use some funds to
pay for American Sign Language interpreters when domestic violence victims with a hearing
impairment need court services.”

Read the entire news release here.
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You know the law ... but how’s your practice know-how?

Last month, [ heard from a lawyer and law professor. He had written an article for publication on the
blog of the Washington State Bar Association, and he wondered if I was interested in publishing it too.

I was intrigued —and not just because John Lande and I graduated from the same law school (in
different years; we don’'t know each other). I was interested because the material could be useful to
practicing lawyers.

Let’s begin with the title: “Tips For Lawyers Who Want To Get Good Results For Clients And Make
Money”

So right off the bat, we see that John knows how to draw readers in.
Here is a little about John:

“ At the University of Missouri School of Law, John Lande is the Isidor Loeb Professor Emeritus and
former director of the LLM Program in Dispute Resolution. He received his J.D. from Hastings College
of Law and Ph.D in sociology from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. Before coming to MU, he was
director of the Mediation Program and assistant professor at the University of Arkansas at Little Rock
School of Law, where he supervised a child protection mediation clinic.”

John Lande
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