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GRID-Grant Road Investment District 
https://www.tucsonaz.gov/files/pdsd/codes/Or
dinance_11581_and_Exhibit_A.pdf

Rio Nuevo Area 
https://www.tucsonaz.gov/files/pdsd/plans/PA
D/Rio_Nuevo_PAD.pdf

Sunshine Mile District 
http://rionuevo.org/wp-
content/uploads/2021/02/ZE_final_SMD_revis
ed_020321.pdf

Others Section 2.6.6.C of UDC: Review 
variances in multiple area 
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/tucson/l
atest/tucson_az_udc/0-0-0-
410#JD_UDCSec.2.2.6

https://www.tucsonaz.gov/files/pdsd/codes/Ordinance_11581_and_Exhibit_A.pdf
https://www.tucsonaz.gov/files/pdsd/plans/PAD/Rio_Nuevo_PAD.pdf
http://rionuevo.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/ZE_final_SMD_revised_020321.pdf
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/tucson/latest/tucson_az_udc/0-0-0-410#JD_UDCSec.2.2.6


DTM Engineering Division
The DTM Engineering Division provides the professional engineering, landscape architecture, survey, and 
administrative services necessary for the programming, design, and construction of the City of Tucson’s Improvement 
Districts and Transportation capital improvement projects.

CIP DESIGN PROCESS-

Design Concept Report, 30% Plans, 60% Plans, 90% Plans, 100% Plans and Specs, 100% Sealed Plans and Specs

UDC SECTION 10 - STREET TECHNICAL STANDARD:  https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/tucson/latest/tucson_az_udc/0-0-0-12213

DESIGN PROJECT CHECKLIST:  https://www.tucsonaz.gov/files/transportation/engineering/APG_03_DesignProjChecklist.pdf

https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/tucson/latest/tucson_az_udc/0-0-0-12213
https://www.tucsonaz.gov/files/transportation/engineering/APG_03_DesignProjChecklist.pdf


Landscape Active Practice Guidelines
There are (3) Active Practice Guidelines that are followed for all City of Tucson Road Project: 
https://www.tucsonaz.gov/tdot/professional-landscape-architects

Landscape Design APG Native Plant Preservation APG Green Streets APG

https://www.tucsonaz.gov/tdot/professional-landscape-architects


Complete Streets Guide

Common elements of Complete Streets applicable across contexts include:

• Safe, accessible, visible, and comfortable pedestrian walkways

• Safe and comfortable bikeways and crossings

• Appropriately sized and designed travel lanes and roadways

• Accommodations for commercial vehicles and deliveries

• Attractive, inviting, and welcoming public spaces

https://www.tucsonaz.gov/files/transportation/files/Tucson_Street_Design_Guide_Approved.pdf

https://www.tucsonaz.gov/files/transportation/files/Tucson_Street_Design_Guide_Approved.pdf


ADWR Plant List
The list of plants in this document was prepared in 2010 by the Arizona 
Department of Water Resources (ADWR) in cooperation with plant and 
landscape plant specialists from the Tucson AMA and other experts.

https://new.azwater.gov/sites/default/files/media/TAMA2015LWUPL_0.pdf

https://new.azwater.gov/sites/default/files/media/TAMA2015LWUPL_0.pdf


Required Utility Setbacks
Where can trees be planted?

https://www.tucsonaz.gov/files/transportation/files/setbacks.pdf

https://www.tucsonaz.gov/files/transportation/files/setbacks.pdf


Use of 5 Feet of ROW for Bufferyard
Case by Case Basis 

https://www.tucsonaz.gov/tdot/commercial-property-landscaping

• Planning and Development Services (PDSD) required 
landscape bufferyard which are intended to be on site in back 
of the ROW line

• In special cases up to 5’ of the bufferyard may be placed 
within the ROW

• There must be some existing site constraint that prohibits the 
placement on site before TDOT will consider utilization of the 
ROW for bufferyard planting

• Approval must be granted early in the Design Process

https://www.tucsonaz.gov/tdot/commercial-property-landscaping


Planting in the ROW
Residential Areas
• The City encourages properties to add landscaping within the ROW where 

possible up to the back of curb, but there are several rules and requirements.
• There must always be a minimum 5’ wide clear pedestrian access across the 

property.
• Sight visibility triangles (SVT) must be clear. 
• No tree or large shrub planting within 50’ of a stop, yield or speed limit sign.
• No large tree planting under power lines.
• Plant locations must maintain setbacks from underground utilities.
• Planting in the ROW should be approved by the TDOT landscape architect and 

the owner must understand the “Standard Notes for Planting in the ROW”. 
• All water harvesting and curb cuts or curb core drills within the ROW must 

submit for a Right-of-Way Permit prior to installation.
• The property owner understands that the City or a utility company may need to 

remove the landscaping in order to repair facilities and will not replace 
landscape or irrigation.

https://www.tucsonaz.gov/tdot/residential-property-landscaping

https://www.tucsonaz.gov/tdot/residential-property-landscaping


Green Infrastructure – Behind the Curb

https://www.tucsonaz.gov/files/transportation/landscape/B3_rock-edged.pdf

Non required PDSD water harvesting may be incorporated within the ROW under the following conditions:

•Water depth is less than 8”
•Water does not cross over the public sidewalk
•Water does not stand longer than 24 hours
• ​Plans are submitted and approved by TDOT Stormwater

https://www.tucsonaz.gov/files/transportation/landscape/B3_rock-edged.pdf


Green Infrastructure – Behind the Curb



Green Infrastructure – In the Street - Chicane

https://www.tucsonaz.gov/files/transportation/landscape/B5_chicane.pdf

https://www.tucsonaz.gov/files/transportation/landscape/B5_chicane.pdf


Green Infrastructure – In the Street – Traffic Circle

https://www.tucsonaz.gov/tdot/traffic-circles

https://www.tucsonaz.gov/tdot/traffic-circles


Key takeaways
• Utility locations often drive 

design

• Right Tree Right Place

• ROW Permit Required

• On-site Meeting Required 
prior to issue of Permit
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