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PROJECT DESCRIPTION & DESIGN NARRATIVE
Odd Fellows Hall – 135 South 6th Avenue

Project Description
Odd Fellows Hall (135 South 6th Avenue) is an architecturally significant building located in the heart of downtown Tucson. Over time, the building has 
experienced a series of unsympathetic additions and alterations that have obscured some of its original character. This project seeks to revitalize the 
building and surrounding block by restoring architectural integrity while enhancing long-term functionality.

The scope of work includes the addition of a new exterior elevator and egress stair to provide full accessibility and code-compliant life-safety for the 
three-story building. No interior renovation is included in this phase of work. The exterior improvements are focused on reactivating the upper floors, 
which have remained underutilized due to the absence of vertical circulation and a second means of egress.

Design Narrative
Constructed in 1914, Odd Fellows Hall is an important example of early 20th-century Tucson commercial architecture. Despite its strong historic character, 
the building has long suffered from limited accessibility and life-safety constraints—most notably the lack of an elevator and a compliant second means of 
egress. As a result, the upper two floors have remained largely dormant while only the ground floor has been actively used.

The design approach is rooted in respect for the historic fabric and a desire to activate the entire building. The new stair and elevator are placed on the 
north elevation, set back from the street, and lightly connected to the existing structure to clearly distinguish new construction from historic fabric. The 
intervention is conceived as a contemporary and transparent addition—a visual counterpoint that complements rather than imitates the existing masonry 
building.

To further enhance the building’s vitality, stair landings are expanded into generous outdoor decks that provide occupants with views of downtown 
Tucson and the Catalina Mountains. These terraces create an active interface between the historic building and the city, reinforcing the project’s goal of 
bringing new life and energy to a cornerstone of the downtown fabric. Glass guardrails maintain transparency and allow the historic façade to remain 
visually dominant.

Overall Project Relationship
Together, the Odd Fellows Hall and Wave Lab projects form a cohesive revitalization effort—one that honors Tucson’s architectural history while 
propelling it forward through thoughtful, context-sensitive design. Each project addresses the unique conditions of its building while collectively 
strengthening the pedestrian experience and urban fabric of downtown Tucson.
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RNA Design Compliance – Odd Fellows Hall (135 S. 6th Ave)

C.1 – Scale and Transition
The new exterior stair and elevator are located on the north elevation of the building and are intentionally set back from South 6th Avenue to minimize their 
visibility from the public right-of-way. The massing, transparency, and materiality of the addition allow the historic three-story masonry façade to remain visually 
dominant, ensuring the new construction reads as a secondary and compatible intervention within the surrounding downtown context.
C.2 – Setback
All new construction is recessed from the primary street frontage and does not alter the established building line along South 6th Avenue. This approach 
preserves the historic urban edge and maintains the consistent relationship between building façades and the sidewalk that characterizes the downtown 
streetscape.
C.3 – Architectural Scale at Street
The existing historic façade retains its original windows, masonry detailing, and proportions, which continue to provide strong pedestrian-scale definition at the 
street level. No new elements are introduced at the primary façade that would disrupt the historic rhythm or scale experienced by pedestrians.
C.6 – Pedestrian Lighting
New lighting associated with the stair, elevator, and circulation areas is designed to be pedestrian-scaled, down-shielded, and glare-controlled. Lighting is 
focused on wayfinding and safety, enhancing nighttime visibility while maintaining a subdued character consistent with the historic downtown environment.
C.7 – Public Entrances
Primary building access remains oriented toward South 6th Avenue, reinforcing the building’s civic presence and relationship to the public realm. The new 
circulation elements are clearly legible from the site without competing visually with the historic entry sequence.
C.8 – Historic Context
The design intentionally differentiates new construction from historic fabric through the use of contemporary steel and glass materials. This approach preserves 
the integrity of the original masonry building while clearly expressing the evolution of the structure over time, consistent with established preservation principles.
C.9 – Heat and Glare Control
Upper-level decks, canopy elements, and carefully selected materials reduce solar exposure and reflected glare for both pedestrians and building occupants. 
These strategies improve comfort while maintaining transparency and visual lightness in the new circulation structure.
C.10 – Parking and Circulation
Existing on-site parking areas are retained, with clear pedestrian routes connecting parking to building entrances. Site circulation improvements reduce conflicts 
between vehicles and pedestrians while maintaining the functional efficiency of the existing parking layout.
C.11 / D.4 – Shade Provision
Architectural elements such as decks, canopies, and planted trees contribute to shaded pedestrian areas along the site frontage. These features enhance 
comfort and usability of adjacent sidewalks while supporting the broader downtown shade goals outlined in the RNA standards.
C.14 – Mixed-Use Vitality
The addition of an elevator and second means of egress enables future occupancy of the upper floors for office, residential, or civic uses. By reactivating 
previously inaccessible spaces, the project supports sustained activity and long-term vitality within the downtown core.
C.15 – Access from Street
Public access is provided directly from the sidewalk, reinforcing walkability and ensuring that the building remains engaged with the street. Secondary access 
from parking areas is provided for convenience without diminishing the building’s primary orientation toward South 6th Avenue.
D.3 – Plazas and Open Space
Upper-level decks and outdoor circulation areas provide informal gathering spaces with visual connections to downtown Tucson. These spaces contribute to 
the pedestrian experience and support the intent of the RNA open space standards by encouraging outdoor use and interaction.
E – Historic Preservation
No demolition of contributing or eligible historic fabric is proposed. The project removes only non-historic additions and introduces reversible interventions, 
ensuring the long-term preservation and adaptive reuse of the building.
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Project Site
135 S 6th Ave

SITE AERIAL
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SITE PLAN
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PROJECT SITE PHOTOGRAPHS

135 S 6TH WEST VIEW

135 S 6TH NORTH VIEW
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135 S 6TH NORTH VIEW

135 S 6TH EAST / SOUTH VIEW
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SITE AREA PHOTOGRAPHS
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EXISTING & PROPOSED NORTH ELEVATION
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CONTRIBUTING PROPERTIES
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Parking New elevator, exterior
Stair with canopy decks

Front View Facing East
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View South on 6th
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New stair New elevator Canopy decks Patio Exterior remodel

View East on 6th
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Bird’s Eye View Facing South
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South Facing Detail of New Balcony
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Raw Steel Glass RailingRusted Steel 
Wire Mesh

MATERIALS

South Facing Detail of New Balcony
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East Facing Detail with Patio
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South Facing View
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CONCRETE MASONRY BLOCK

Materials and Colors

RAW HOT-ROLLED STEEL

EXISTING BRICK RUSTED STEEL WIRE MESH 

WEATHERED PERFORATED STEEL GLASS GUARDRAIL
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Historic Preservation Comment Response

RESPONSE: The Rio Nuevo Area Design Package was submitted as a subrecord 
of TD-DEV-1023-00431 on Wednesday, November 5 as requested.
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Door & Window Schedule for Front (West) Elevation with Existing and Proposed Elevation Line Drawings
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Door & Window Schedule for Left (North) Elevation with Existing and Proposed Elevation Line Drawings
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