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Agenda for Tuesday July 8, 2025, 9:30 AM – 11:30 AM

➢ Introductions and sign-in sheet for free raffle drawing

➢ Go over June 2 meeting highlights

➢ Focus on messages that need to be broadcasted

➢ Outreach suggestions / brainstorm additional ideas

➢ FMP exercises 

➢ Free Raffle Drawing

Tucson TSMS 5-Year FMP Action Item Update
Demystifying Tucson Drainage Regulations



TUCSON STORMWATER MANAGEMENT STUDY

The Floodplain Management Plan 

is Phase V of TSMS

TSMS Subtask V.b.vii: Demystifying 

Tucson Drainage Regulations

Last meetings for Demystify we:

✓ Talked about the FMP process

✓ Acknowledged Floodplain Champions

✓ Went through key messages that we wanted broadcasted

✓ Talked about ways to improve City’s Flood Outreach

✓ Highlighted the Floodplain Management Hub Site

✓ FMP Exercises

✓ Raffle



Tucson Floodplain Management Plan 5-year Action Item Update for TSMS Subtask - Working Groups:

1) Creating Online App / GUI for the Tucson Drainage Manual 

2) Software Parameter Requirements for City of Tucson Drainage Submittals 

3) Retrofitting Existing At-Risk Sanitary Lines 

4) Human Access Controls for Stormdrain Systems 

5) M.E.O.W. – Maintain & Enhance; Outreach for Watercourses 

6) Describing Scenarios for Flood & Erosion Emergency Response Exercises 

7) Outreach Suggestions for Demystifying Tucson Drainage Regulations 



Tucson TSMS 5-Year FMP Action Item Update
Demystifying Tucson Drainage Regulations

Workshop 7) Demystifying Tucson Drainage Regulations

[TSMS Subtask: Phase V.b.vii]



Workshop - Demystifying Tucson Drainage Regulations

Purpose: to promote clarification of City of Tucson drainage regulations & any upcoming 
Floodplain Ordinance (FPO) updates, increase resiliency, and better broadcast important 

flood and erosion hazard safety messages.

City of Tucson will use the preliminary information that comes from the first workshop to 
meet with the various City of Tucson Public Information Office staff to help develop outreach.

Tucson TSMS 5-Year FMP Action Item Update
Demystifying Tucson Drainage Regulations



➢ Flow pattern – generally SE to NW

➢ Soils types are different than other areas in So 

Az – hydrologic soil groups C & D and caliche 

are harder soils so percolation can be slower.

➢ Sustainable approach: Detention Design

    (R2D2)

Tucson TSMS 5-Year FMP Action Item Update
Demystifying Tucson Drainage Regulations

General Hydrology of the Tucson Area



Floodplain 

Ordinance

UDC Code

Technical 

Standards

Tucson TSMS 5-Year FMP Action Item Update
Demystifying Tucson Drainage Regulations

Regulatory Hierarchy



City of Tucson’s highest 

floodplain code is the 

City’s Floodplain 

Ordinance.



THE 3 MAIN 

RIPARIAN 

FLOODPLAIN

REGULATIONS

Tucson Flood, Stormwater, Erosion Hazard Management Plans

Tucson Code – Floodplain Ordinance

Tucson infiltration requirements

Tucson basin volume & routing requirements

UDC Overlay Code – ERZ Overlay

Tucson Code Chapter 29 Article 8 – W.A.S.H. Ordinance

Technical Standards – 4-01 through 4-04, 10-01

Tucson Code Chapter 11

Tucson TSMS 5-Year FMP Action Item Update
Demystifying Tucson Drainage Regulations

City of Tucson Riparian Floodplain Requirements



➢ Besides the Floodplain, Stormwater, and Erosion Hazard Management Code, other Mayor 

and Council approved regulations include: various chapters in the Tucson Code (W.A.S.H. 

Ordinance), Plan Tucson, Unified Development Code (UDC), UDC Overlays (ERZ), 

Technical Standards (Grading, Hydrology) and other Tucson regulations

➢ Technical regulations such as: City of Tucson Drainage Manual, Detention / Retention 

Manual, and other Technical Standards

➢ NOI Authorization for grading issued by Arizona Department of Environmental Quality  

(Arizona Polluant Discharge Elimination System (AZPDES MS4, Deminimus, Pesticide 

Permit, Construction General Permit)

➢ Other regulatory impacts: understanding HUD’s new Federal Flood Risk Management 
Standard (FFRMS) regulations)

➢ Policies and Active Practice Guidelines such as Green Streets Active Practice Guidelines 

(APG) requires all road projects to incorporate performance goals wherever possible.

Tucson TSMS 5-Year FMP Action Item Update
Demystifying Tucson Drainage Regulations

Other City of Tucson Regulations which may Impact Riparian Floodplain



Tucson TSMS 5-Year FMP Action Item Update
Demystifying Tucson Drainage Regulations

City of Tucson Drainage Manual 



Tucson TSMS 5-Year FMP Action Item Update
Demystifying Tucson Drainage Regulations

Maintenance

Maintenance responsibility 

and 

special requirements



Tucson TSMS 5-Year FMP Action Item Update
Demystifying Tucson Drainage Regulations

Tucson Floodplain Ordinance – TC Chapter 26 Article I Section 26-5



Tucson TSMS 5-Year FMP Action Item Update
Demystifying Tucson Drainage Regulations

Tucson Floodplain Ordinance – TC Chapter 26 Article I Section 26-5



FLOODPLAIN ENCROACHMENT THAT MAY BE ALLOWED 

IS LIMITED TO UTILITIES,  ROADWAY IMPROVEMENTS,  

WALKWAYS, OR BIKE PATHS.



Tucson TSMS 5-Year FMP Action Item Update
Demystifying Tucson Drainage Regulations

W.A.S.H. Ordinance
TC Chapter 29 Article VIII

Top of bank is defined



Tucson TSMS 5-Year FMP Action Item Update
Demystifying Tucson Drainage Regulations

SCENIC CORRIDOR ZONE - UDC 5.3.6



TS Sec.2-01.2.2 

Grading Standards

Tucson TSMS 5-Year FMP Action Item Update
Demystifying Tucson Drainage Regulations

Grading permits are Required for Ground Disturbance where Drainage may be Altered.



TC Sec.26-8(b)(4)

Tucson TSMS 5-Year FMP Action Item Update
Demystifying Tucson Drainage Regulations

Grading Plans are required for Development in Floodprone Areas



TC Sec.26-8(d)

Tucson TSMS 5-Year FMP Action Item Update
Demystifying Tucson Drainage Regulations

Building Pads are required for Development in Floodprone Areas



City of Tucson Floodplain Administration is looking for ways 
to improve out outreach efforts to encourage the 

understanding of these safety regulations.

Tucson TSMS 5-Year FMP Action Item Update
Demystifying Tucson Drainage Regulations

 Messages that Need to be Broadcasted



❑ Improve the FIM and other periodic outreach events

❑ Possible piggy back

❑ Increase understanding of Stakeholders needed for Floodplain Management Planning

❑ Accentuate and broaden advertising 

❑ Slogans

❑ Review types of products that could be considered for outreach tools

❑ Increase the number of employee trainings to include flood & erosion hazard  considerations

❑ Improve understanding of regulatory compliance for new development

❑ Increase understanding of special drainage requirements

❑ Improve understanding of process for STAC reviews

❑ Other ideas…

Tucson TSMS 5-Year FMP Action Item Update
Demystifying Tucson Drainage Regulations

Brainstorm on Creative Outreach Ideas 



Outreach

The City of Tucson performs some of the following various 

flood and erosion hazard outreach activities annually

Tucson TSMS 5-Year FMP Action Item Update
Demystifying Tucson Drainage Regulations

Existing Outreach Activities



Outreach

Floodplain Management Plan Annual Meeting

Flood Insurance Meetings

Monsoon Awareness Week

Operation Splash

Operation Freeze

Tucson Juneteenth Festival at Kino Sports Complex – Children’s table

EHSS Vendor Fair – Raytheon

Davis Monthan Outreach

Ward IV Back to School Bash

Tucson Association of Realtors EXPO

Tucson Association of Realtors - Floodplain Information for Realtors

Southern Arizona Homebuilders Association (SAHBA) Technical 

Committee Meeting

Engineers Week Event

Earth Day

Neighborhood Association Outreach Meetings

Other Outreach

Tucson TSMS 5-Year FMP Action Item Update
Demystifying Tucson Drainage Regulations

Existing Outreach Activities



Other Outreach

Social Media

Individual Constituent Consultations on Phone 

Individual Constituent Meetings

Field Drainage Inspections 

Website

Tucson TSMS 5-Year FMP Action Item Update
Demystifying Tucson Drainage Regulations

Existing Outreach Activities





Floodplain Management Hub Site -  A website that will contain surveys, applications, stories, narrative, and more.

1) Survey for stakeholders to identify who they are, where they live and what type of stakeholder they are.

2) Survey for reporting flooding incidents - Spanish and English

3) Application for identifying what floodplain you are in and giving floodplain information via clicking on the map.

4) Floodplain Report Dashboard

a. Dashboard for seeing reported flooding incidents in each watershed with levels of urgency assigned based on a variety 
of factors including:

i. High number of high-risk incidents

ii. Soil type

iii. Equity (incorporating the Equity Priority Index).

b. Watershed updates – explain drainage improvement project underway in that watershed

5) Story Map explaining floodplains and Tucson floodplain regulations

6) Content library - a PDF repository for TSMS reports and other smaller drainage master plans, drainage reports, floodplain 
maps, elevation certificates, and other documents for the public to be able to search through documents. 

When: Likely start Late Fall (November 2025), Estimated Completion Date: (May 2027)

Tucson TSMS 5-Year FMP Action Item Update
FMP Stakeholder Surveys



❑ Please fill out Goal survey (updated verbiage).

❑ Please fill out other FMP surveys

❑ Turn in survey data today or scan and send in via email 
TucsonFloodErosionInfo@tucsonaz.gov 

Tucson TSMS 5-Year FMP Action Item Update
FMP Stakeholder Surveys

mailto:TucsonFloodErosionInfo@tucsonaz.gov
mailto:TucsonFloodErosionInfo@tucsonaz.gov
mailto:TucsonFloodErosionInfo@tucsonaz.gov


ADDITIONAL
 THOUGHTS AND IDEAS?

Thank you for attending part (3 of 3) of the City of Tucson 

Floodplain Management Plan Working Group Meetings for 

Demystifying Tucson Drainage Regulations (TSMS Phase Vbvii) and 

discussion of  FMP.  You are also welcome to attend the Open 

House for 5-year Update to the City of Tucson Floodplain 

Management Plan 

Thursday, July 17, 2025 

4 PM to 5:30 PM

Tucson Association of Realtors 

2445 N Tucson Boulevard

City staff will present findings from workshops, updated floodplain 

maps, share flood safety information, and outline ongoing 

management efforts.  Input will be complied into a final FMP draft 

for consideration by Mayor and Council later this year.  

Free Raffle Prizes will be held every 10 minutes.
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