HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE

At one time, your Ward 2 office would do collection of household hazardous waste. We don’t do this at this time, and we’d like to remind our constituents that we do not accept household hazardous waste at the ward office.

On the first Saturday of each month, the Department of Environmental Services does a collection near the Ward office at 7575 E Speedway (turn on Prudence to get to the drop off line) from 8 am until noon. We ask that you only drop items off at that time. You can bring in items like pesticides, pool chemicals and fluorescent lamps. For a complete list of items and other drop off locations, you can visit http://www.tucsonaz.gov/hhw.
ZOO LIGHTS

The Reid Park Zoo and Cox Communications are sponsoring Zoo Lights. Zoo Lights at Reid Park Zoo is guaranteed to put you in the winter spirit, with jingle bells, twinkling lights, falling snow, and Santa. Light displays, animal-theme light sculptures, and thousands of sparkling bulbs will help make Zoo Lights a part of your Tucson holiday tradition. Most animals choose to be off exhibit for this event.

Zoo Lights runs every night from December 13 – 23. Admission is $6 for adults and $4 for children. Donations of new, unwrapped toys for local children are appreciated.

STUFF THE BUS

Students at Sahuaro High School in conjunction with McDonalds are filling a TUSD school bus with new unwrapped toys to benefit Ronald McDonald House and Toys for Tots. Members of the Sahuaro varsity football team, student council, National Honor Society and other students are collecting toys in advance and will be on hand at the event.

The event will be hosted at the parking lot at the McDonalds at 8800 E Broadway (on the corner of Broadway and Camino Seco) from 8 am – 3 am Saturday, December 15. Ronald McDonald will make an appearance at 11 am. Anyone donating a toy will receive a $1 Big Mac certificate.

For more information, contact Ackerley Advertising, 520 546-9707.
SAGUARO NATIONAL PARK

Star Party December 13, 7 pm: Join park naturalists for an introduction to astronomy and a look at the desert night sky. Telescopes and binoculars will be available.  Reservations required. Call 733-5153, Wheelchair accessible.

Holiday Caravan December 27, 5:30 pm: Explore the natural lore of the solstice holiday on a unique nighttime drive through the park’s loop drive.  Auto tours will be offered at 5:30, 6:00, 6:30, 7:00, 7:30 and 8:00 p.m., and will feature several stops along the 8-mile Cactus Forest Drive.  Each tour lasts approximately 1½ hours.  Cookies and cider will be offered at the visitor center all evening.  Reservations required. Call 733-5153, wheelchair accessible.
For additional daily programs and weekly scheduled hikes, contact the visitor’s center at 733-5153 or check the website (http://www.nps.gov/sagu/planyourvisit/things2do.htm)
UDALL PARK

The Eastside Senior Club (ESC) Holiday party will be held at the Hilton East Hotel on Thursday, December 13 at 11:30 a.m. Tickets available at the Udall front desk. The event is $25.00 per person. 

The Spring 2013 Program Guide and Class Catalog has been published and is now available. Pick up a free guide at any City of Tucson Parks and Recreation facility or visit www.ezeereg.com. Registration for City of Tucson residents begins Saturday, November 17 at 6 a.m. using the EZEEreg online only. City residents will be able to register for Therapeutic Recreation programs on Monday, November 19 at 6 am. Registration for non-city Residents begins Monday, November 19 at 6 am.  For additional information, contact Class Registration at 791-4877. 
Udall Center is providing van transportation for the seniors that sign up to attend the Fourth Avenue Street Fair. The event is on Friday, December 7th. The van is leaving Udall Center at 9:15 a.m. and returning at 2:15 p.m. The cost is $2 per person and space is limited. Sign up at the front desk. Call 791-4121 for additional information. 

Udall Center will offer a Winter Camp for the dates of December 26, 27, 28, and January 2, 3 and 4 from 7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. The cost is $10 per session per child (ages 5-11 years old). Registration starts November 26, 2012 and at Udall Center only. The program will include fun games, sports, and arts and crafts. Limited space available. Call 791-4931 for more information. 
NUTCRACKER

Dancing in the Streets will be doing a unique performance of the Nutcracker Ballet Saturday and Sunday Dec 22nd and 23rd at the Fox Theatre.  In addition to the 125 students on stage, brilliantly costumed, Mayor Rothchild and his wife Karen will be dancing in the party scene as well as Dave Fitzsimmons with Mary Okyoe, Thom Lewis with Carla Keegan and Steve Nuñez with Treena Parvello. You can get tickets at the theater box office 520-547-3040 for $13-35.00.

TREECYCLING

The TreeCycle program begins December 26 and ends January 6. The program is a way for Tucson residents to recycle their Christmas trees. Remember to bring your own container to bring home woodchips that can be used in your garden. Please remember to remove all ornaments, decorations and tree stands before dropping off at the TreeCycle sites.

Another way you can help the environment is to “tree pool.” Bring your neighbor’s tree too. Fewer trips mean less pollution for all of us.

The east side locations include:

Udall Park, 7200 E Tanque Verde Rd., South of the ball fields (follow signs)

Golf Links Sports Complex, Northwest of Craycroft Rd and Golf Links Rd.

Purple Heart Park, Southeast corner of Rita Rd. and Esmond Loop

Randolph Golf Course, 600 S. Alvernon Way, Southeast portion of parking lot
PACKING PEANUTS

‘Tis the season for many of us to get packages in the mail. In those packages we usually find styrofoam packing peanuts, lots of them. Many of the materials they are manufactured from are not made of easily biodegradable material.

Fortunately, there is a way to keep them out of our landfills and waste stream. According to the City’s Environmental Services Department, many shipping and packing stores will take used peanuts and reuse them for new shipments. Call your local shipping and packing store first to find out if they take them.

Also, used packing peanuts can be taken to Suburban Miners, 3959 E. Speedway, Building #305, Monday thru Friday between 9 and 5. They also accept used electronics and scrap metal.

MAYOR AND COUNCIL

The next regular Mayor and Council meeting will be on December 18, which will be the last of the year. Regular Session starts at 5:30 pm following an afternoon study session. There is always a short call to the audience before the business portion of the meeting. Council chambers are located downtown at 255 W Alameda. The agendas for the meetings are posted online at http://cms3.tucsonaz.gov/clerks/mcdocs.
