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Summers in my 

youth were spent ei-

ther at the Cineworld 

4 Theater or at one of 

our public pools. If 

you don’t understand 

why, you haven’t 

lived through a sum-

mer in Tucson yet. 

It’s okay, wait a few 

weeks and you’ll see 

what I’m talking 

about. 

That’s why I have 

been fighting so hard 

to not only get more 

of our public pools 

open for longer hours, 

but also to make 

them more accessible 

to families. I’m proud 

to say that this Sum-

mer, all pools will be 

free to children 17 

and under. 

Pools are the perfect 

summer option for 

kids: we want them 

outside and active, 

but also doing some-

thing that’s safe in 

our desert heat. 

Over the last year, 

the city manager 

moved Joan Stauch 

into leadership at 

Parks and Recrea-

tion. The two of us 

have been working on 

several ideas togeth-

er, including making 

pools free for kids. 

Kids 17 and under 

can swim for free at 

our pools. In addition, 

kids with a Summer-

Go Pass can get a 

voucher which can be 

redeemed for free ice 

cream. 

This will include all 

three of our Ward 2 

pools: Udall, Palo 

Verde and Ft. Lowell. 

Note: The Ward 2 of-

fice and payment 

window will be closed 

on May 29 in ob-

servance of Memorial 

Day. 
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In last year’s sum-

mer pool season, 

160,000 swimmers 

participated. A big 

chunk of that is the 

45,000 kids who par-

ticipated in recrea-

tional swimming, 

swim teams or the 

city’s swim lessons. 

I’m hoping that the 

number goes up this 

year with so many 

more families able to 

go because they don’t 

have to pay the fee. 

I’d like to say a bit 

more about the Sum-

merGo Pass. That 

has also been a pet 

project of mine. It 

debuted last year 

and it has been a 

success. With the 

pass, kids 6-18 get 
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Paul’s Note, Continued 

unlimited rides on SunTran through August 5. They are on sale at all Parks and Recreation 

centers for $45. 

Another project I’ve been working on with the Parks Department, neighbors and users of Jesse 

Owens Park is trying to get some improvements there.  Jesse Owens Park has been around 

since the 1970’s. As big as it is, it doesn’t qualify as a “regional park,” so it missed out on a lot 

of funding opportunities that you’ve seen at places like Udall and Ft. Lowell.  A special thanks, 

by the way, to R. C. Marx, formerly of  Sahuaro Fast Pitch, and Chuck Stopani, formerly of 

Tucson Wildcats Football, for helping me get this done. 

On Thursday, I announced a series of new amenities including, field lighting, resurfacing the 

parking lot, a new soccer field and a new basketball court. Money for these will come from im-

pact fees and donations (including from former Wildcat Corey Williams), not the city’s general 

fund. My office is also looking for grant funding for a shade structure and new playground 

equipment.  

I’ve also spoken to the family of Jesse Owens.  As many of you know, Jesse Owens competed in 

the 1936 Olympics and destroyed Adolf Hitler’s talk of racial superiority by winning four gold 

medals. What a lot of people don’t know is that spent his last years here in Tucson. 

Although I announced these improvements to the park on Thursday, we will be having a rib-

bon cutting next year when they are all complete. The Owens family is interested in sending a 

representative here to help rededicate the park. I will be honored to be able to stand with 

them. 

Thank you to all the JO Park family for prodding me and helping me get this done.  

Car Seat Safety Classes 

Two car seat safety classes are scheduled for Tucson parents on the proper installation and fit 

of the seats, and free car seats will be handed out at completion of the classes. GEICO is part-

nering with Safe Kids Pima County and the Tucson Police Department to host monthly clas-

ses, which are free and open to the public. The next class will be held June 26 at 6:30 p.m. at 

930 N. Finance Center Drive. Space is limited to 35 attendees per session. You can reserve a 

space by calling (520) 546-7340. Since GEICO began the child safety seat program in 2009, 

close to 6,000 car seats have been provided to Tucson-area families. 
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Tucson Symphony Women’s Association 

The Symphony Women's Association's 

(TSWA) has two shops located in down-

town Tucson, and they are in need of vol-

unteers. These two shops help support 

the Tucson Youth Music Center, in down-

town, which provides free music instruc-

tions and loaner instruments to children 

who otherwise could not afford to take 

lessons. 

The shops have been part of the Down-

town community for years, and they 

would like to invite residents from across 

Tucson to volunteer. 

The shops are open Thursday through Saturday 11 am to 3 pm from May until June. If you 

would like to volunteer at the Treasure Shop (24 E 15th Street) or Second Fiddle (445 S Stone 

Ave), please contact Pat Young at tymctreasureshop@gmail.com or tswasecondfid-

dle@gmail.com. 

Grant Road  

Design work for the Grant Road Improvement Plan for Phases III and IV (Alvernon Way to 

Swan Road) continues to progress to 60 percent completion. 

Work began on May 10 and will continue through Wednesday, June 7, crews will be onsite 

surveying utility manholes along Grant Road from Edith Boulevard to Venice Place.  

Work hours will be 8:30 p.m. to 5 a.m., Monday through Friday. During this work, the travel-

ing public can anticipate intermittent travel lane shifts and single lane closures. 

Please obey all traffic control signs and watch for personnel and equipment in the work area. 

The schedule is subject to change due to equipment malfunction or inclement weather. 
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Parks Programs 

Summer Activity Guide: The Summer 2017 Activity Guide is out. The guide is available for 

free pick-up at all Parks and Recreation facilities and the Ward 2 office.  

Summer Swim: Palo Verde Pool and others will be open for Summer June 1 through August 

2.  Udall, Ft Lowell and others on an extended schedule opened on April 1. For additional infor-

mation, contact the Aquatics Division at 791-4245 or https://www.tucsonaz.gov/parks 

Track and Field: Track and field events, including sprints, relays, long jump, javelin and shot 

put, will be held every Tuesday in June at Catalina High School. Registration for youth 17 and 

under is $3, and for adults $4. Registration begins at 5:45 with events starting at 6:30. Ribbons 

will be given to the top finishers.  

1.9 and 3.7 mile runs will be held at Reid Park June 8, 15, 22, and 29 at Ramada 31.  Registra-

tion begins at 5:45 with the first races at 6:30. The cost is $3 for youths 17 and under and $4 for 

adults. 

For more information on these events, call the City Sports Office at 791-4870. 

Arizona Symphonic Winds: Concerts will be held May 20, 27 and June 3 at the László Veres 

Amphitheater at Udall Park.  

Tucson POPS Orchestra: The Tucson POPS Orchestra will perform May 28 and June 4 and 

11 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.  There is a limited amount of seating at DeMeester, which fills up 

quickly.  Please bring folding chairs or a blanket.  

The Parks and Recreation Department runs shuttles from 5 PM to 10 PM from Randolph Golf 

Course Parking Lot located at 600 S. Randolph Way. For additional information or questions: 

Email: info@tucsonpops.org  Phone: (520) 722-5853 http://www.tucsonpops.org/ 

Facility Closures: All Parks & Recreation facilities will be closed on Monday, May 29 in ob-

servance of Memorial Day.  

Call 791-4877 for more information or questions. 
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The next Mayor and Council 

meeting will be on Tuesday 

June 6. Regular Session 

starts at 5:30 pm following an 

afternoon study session. 

There is always a short call to 

the audience before the busi-

ness portion of the meeting. 

Council chambers are located 

downtown at 255 W Alameda.  

The agendas for the meetings 

are posted online at http://

cms3.tucsonaz.gov/clerks/

mcdocs 

Phone: 520 791 4687 

Fax: 520 791 5380 

E-mail: ward2@tucsonaz.gov 

 

 

Mayor and Council 

Please bring these items to the Ward 2 Office 
for the following charities: 

THE COMMUNITY FOOD BANK—Non Perishable 
Items 

DIAPER BANK OF SOUTHERN ARIZONA—
Infant/Child/Adult Diapers 

TIHAN - Personal Care Items for Individuals 
and Families in Need 

LIONS CLUB—Eye Glasses 
DANCING IN THE STREETS ARIZONA—Ballet/

Dance Equipment 

CASA MARIA—Plastic bags 
SR. JOSE WOMEN’S SHELTER—Summer items 
and clothing, athletic shoes, back packs, tote 

Tucsonaz.gov/

ward2 

Remember to like 

Paul on Facebook! 

Paul Cunningham, 

City Council, Ward 2 


