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We passed our sixth 

balanced budget in a 

row and our financial 

future as a city is 

strong. That isn’t just 

me talking, it’s 

Moody’s, Standard & 

Poors’ and Fitch, 

some of our country’s 

most respected rat-

ings agencies. 

Moody’s put Tucson 

at AA3, their fourth 

highest rating, and 

rated the outlook as 

“stable.” They cited 

our recent reductions 

in workforce (nearly 

25% over the last few 

years) and said: 

“The change in out-

look from negative to 

stable reflects the cit-

ys demonstrated will-

ingness and ability to 

make appropriate fi-

nancial and opera-

tional adjustments to 

address rising costs 

associated with rising 

pension liabilities.” 

Standard & Poors’ 

and Fitch both gave 

AA- ratings, roughly 

equivalent to 

Moody’s. 

We are still going to 

wrestle with our pen-

sion obligations 

(something I talked 

to the City Manager 

at length about), but 

we are definitely on 

the right course. 

- 

I got an e-mail from a 

constituent who mis-

took my piece on the 

Iron Horse project as 

unadulterated praise 

for Tucson Electric 

Power’s conservation 

efforts. 

That’s not the case. 

I’ve been very critical 
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of their efforts to 

neuter rooftop solar 

and I plan to keep 

doing so. I’m also 

concerned about 

their cuts in conser-

vation rebates. 

Sunday’s Star had a 

piece on some of the 

consequences of their 

cancellation of their 

commercial and mul-

ti-housing energy ef-

ficiency programs 

that they undertook 

in May. It’s left many 

local contractors in a 

lurch as many large 

projects, including a 

planned $15,000 at a 

local company, are 

cancelled because the 

rebates are no longer 

available. 
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Paul’s Note, Continued 

It isn’t just about hurting local contractors, but it also makes it harder for some of our larger 

energy users to become more efficient. 

They have also dialed back on several rebates available to homeowners.  

These rebates were part of a series of programs that TEP has had going back to the early 

1990s, when the Arizona Corporation Commission (with a very different attitude than the one 

now) saved the company from bankruptcy, but also asked them to start implementing energy 

savings programs. 

Even though TEP is making moves away from using coal, I believe that the best way to reduce 

the use of dirty sources of energy is by empowering consumers to do so. Making it harder for 

them to install more efficient equipment or use rooftop solar is not the way to do that. 

The TENWEST Summer in the City discount card is 

available online and from select merchants. The $5 card 

entitles the holder to discounts at 140 food, lifestyle, and 

entertainment establishments in Tucson through the end 

of August. Startup Tucson and Localoop have partnered 

on the 2017 TENWEST Summer in the City card and for 

the first time, savings will be extended for the week of the 

TENWEST Festival, Oct. 14-22. 

 

For more information, visit TucsonSummer.com 

Summer in the City Discount Card 
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Reid Park Zoo will make you want to jump, 

jump - over to meet the new poison dart frogs! 

The poison dart frog habitat opens to the public 

9 a.m. Tuesday June 20, 2017, thanks to a gen-

erous legacy gift to the Reid Park Zoological 

Society (RPZS). These colorful frogs are the 

first amphibians at the Zoo in more than 10 

years. 

Poison Dart Frogs, can be found in the humid 

tropical rainforests of Central and South Amer-

ica. The frog’s lifespan is three to fifteen years, 

and with continuing threats to habitats, some 

species are endangered or critically endangered. Dart frogs store poisonous toxins in their skin 

from the insects they consume, making them too toxic to touch. 

The frogs at Reid Park Zoo will consume wingless fruit flies, and therefore will not have any 

stored toxins.   For more information on legacy giving, please contact RPZS at (520) 837-8217 or 

email diana@reidparkzoo.org.  

Poison Dart Frogs at Reid Park Zoo 

Summer Safari Nights 2017 continues this Friday at Reid Park Zoo. The program runs 6-8 

p.m. every Friday until Aug. 4. Visit the Zoo during cooler evening temperatures, to enjoy the 

added benefits of live music, family-friendly animal features, special dining options, and gift 

shop discounts. Each night will feature face painting, glitter tattoos, enrichment stations, arti-

fact stations, the carousel, camel rides, and animal encounters. Admission is $9 for adults, $7 

for seniors and $5 for children ages 2-14. Zoo members receive $2 off each member. Some activ-

ities require an additional fee. Tomorrow's theme, Large & In Charge, will highlight elephants 

and rhinos. 

 

For more information, visit ReidParkZoo.org 

Summer Safari at the Zoo 
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Parks Programs 

Summer Activity Guide: The Summer 2017 Activity Guide is out. The guide is available for 

free pick-up at all Parks and Recreation facilities and the Ward 2 office.  

Summer Swim: Palo Verde Pool and others will be open for Summer June 1 through August 

2.  Udall, Ft Lowell and others on an extended schedule opened on April 1. For additional infor-

mation, contact the Aquatics Division at 791-4245 or https://www.tucsonaz.gov/parks 

Track and Field: Track and field events, including sprints, relays, long jump, javelin and shot 

put, will be held every Tuesday in June at Catalina High School. Registration for youth 17 and 

under is $3, and for adults $4. Registration begins at 5:45 with events starting at 6:30. Ribbons 

will be given to the top finishers.  

1.9 and 3.7 mile runs will be held at Reid Park June 8, 15, 22, and 29 at Ramada 31.  Registra-

tion begins at 5:45 with the first races at 6:30. The cost is $3 for youths 17 and under and $4 for 

adults. 

For more information on these events, call the City Sports Office at 791-4870. 

Tucson POPS Orchestra: The Tucson POPS Orchestra will perform June 11 from 7 p.m. to 9 

p.m.  There is a limited amount of seating at DeMeester, which fills up quickly.  Please bring 

folding chairs or a blanket.  

The Parks and Recreation Department runs shuttles from 5 PM to 10 PM from Randolph Golf 

Course Parking Lot located at 600 S. Randolph Way. For additional information or questions: 

Email: info@tucsonpops.org  Phone: (520) 722-5853 http://www.tucsonpops.org/ 

Call 791-4877 for more information or questions. 



Eastside City Hall 

7575 E Speedway 

Tucson AZ 85710 

 

The next Mayor and Council 

meeting will be on Tuesday 

June 20. Regular Session 

starts at 5:30 pm following an 

afternoon study session. 

There is always a short call to 

the audience before the busi-

ness portion of the meeting. 

Council chambers are located 

downtown at 255 W Alameda.  

The agendas for the meetings 

are posted online at http://

cms3.tucsonaz.gov/clerks/

mcdocs 

Phone: 520 791 4687 

Fax: 520 791 5380 

E-mail: ward2@tucsonaz.gov 

 

 

Mayor and Council 

Please bring these items to the Ward 2 Office 
for the following charities: 

THE COMMUNITY FOOD BANK—Non Perishable 
Items 

DIAPER BANK OF SOUTHERN ARIZONA—
Infant/Child/Adult Diapers 

TIHAN - Personal Care Items for Individuals 
and Families in Need 

LIONS CLUB—Eye Glasses 
DANCING IN THE STREETS ARIZONA—Ballet/

Dance Equipment 

CASA MARIA—Plastic bags 
SR. JOSE WOMEN’S SHELTER—Summer items 
and clothing, athletic shoes, back packs, tote 

Tucsonaz.gov/

ward2 

Remember to like 

Paul on Facebook! 

Paul Cunningham, 

City Council, Ward 2 


