
Ward 2 Council Office 

7575 E Speedway 

791-4687 

ward2@tucsonaz.gov 
We had a long and 

informative presenta-

tion on climate 

change at this week’s 

mayor and council 

meeting.  

One of the things 

that I brought up is 

what happens in Tuc-

son during a heat 

emergency? Tempera-

tures soar, our elec-

trical grid breaks 

down due to both 

weather conditions 

and the fact that eve-

ryone has got their 

air conditioners on 

full blast and boom…

the power goes out, 

and goes out for a 

while. I stressed the 

need for the city to 

develop a heat emer-

gency plan much like 

the flood emergency 

plan we have.  

As it turns out, Tues-

day night we had rec-

ord heat and several 

parts of town had 

power outages for a 

few hours. Even a 

member of my staff 

was affected. He was 

able to joke about it, 

but if the outage had 

been prolonged or if 

he was elderly or de-

pendent on medical 

equipment it proba-

bly wouldn’t have 

been too funny. 

We are experiencing 

what will probably 

turn out to be the 

hottest summer on 

record so far. Tuc-

son's high of 115 de-

grees on Wednesday 

broke another daily 

record and for the 

first time ever in Tuc-

son, Wednesday also 

marked the third day 

 

Summer Safari 3 

Parks Programs 4 

What to Drop Off 5 

  

  

  

  

Inside this issue: 

Paul’s Note 

June 23, 2017 

Paul Cunningham 

Ward 2 

that the high hit 115 

degrees or above. 

Since 1950, tempera-

tures in Tucson have 

risen at 2.5 times the 

rate at other locales. 

This is the highest 

increase observed in 

the lower 48 states. 

The day we had the 

presentation, the 

Star ran an AP story 

that noted the in-

crease in the number 

of heat waves that 

result in deaths. One 

in three people 

worldwide experi-

ence at least 20 days 

a year where the 

temperature can kill, 

and that number 

could increase to 

three in four by the 

end of this century. 

According to the lead 

author of the of the 

study “The United 
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Paul’s Note, Continued 

States is going to be an oven... and the empirical data suggest that things are only getting 

worse”  

A nightmare heat emergency scenario was presented to us: record breaking temperatures with 

night time temperatures over 90, a power grid that shuts down because of the heat, services 

like hospitals, pharmacies and even gas stations and water (our pumps need power to deliver 

water) shutting down. It would be catastrophic. Phoenix had to shut its airport down because 

of the heat. What if such temperatures had been accompanied by power outages? 

It doesn’t even need to be a “Movie of the Week” level of disaster to be devastating. The Nation-

al Weather Service (NWS) identifies heat as the single deadliest weather event in the U.S. , 

responsible for more fatalities per year than floods, lightening, tornadoes and hurricanes com-

bined . In Arizona, heat was responsible for 1574 deaths between 2001 and 2013; with a major-

ity of deaths being in the 65 years and older population. A heatwave in Chicago in 1995 was 

estimated to be responsible for the deaths of 739 residents. The Cook County Coroner ran out 

of storage and ordered nine refrigerated trucks. The high? Only 106. 

The people that passed away in Chicago tended to be the elderly, but also included the sick, the 

very young and the poor. There were neighborhoods, however, where here were fewer people 

affected: “high cohesion” areas. Places with busy streets, active church congregations and 

where neighbors check in on neighbors. Tucson is a pretty friendly place, but many of our 

neighborhoods unfortunately don’t fall into this category. 

It’s a lot of gloom and doom. There are moves that we are making as a city to reduce our use of 

power and thus our effect on the climate. We capped our energy consumption at 2015 levels 

and projects like the solar panels at Udall Park have gone a long way to make the city less de-

pendent on dirty energy. Our urban heat island is being mitigated by programs like Trees for 

Tucson and SERI increasing our tree canopy, by itself, it is not sufficient. We need to do more. 

We must continue to advocate for our local utility (TEP) to move away from coal immediately. 

Their time frame of a 23% reduction in coal in 15 years is completely inadequate. Anyone who 

spent five minutes outside this week knows this is not a worry for a decade and a half in the 

future. 

As far as what we can do in a heat emergency, our city needs to develop a plan and so do indi-

viduals in our community. One of the things that was noted after the 1995 heat wave in Chica-

go was how slow the government response was.  Here, we know the effects of heat so we should 

be able to say what the plan is. Even without that, we can, as neighbors, watch out for each 

other and support things like PCOA’s elderly meal programs that make sure that no one is iso-
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Summer Safari Nights 2017 continues 

this Friday at Reid Park Zoo. The pro-

gram runs 6-8 p.m. every Friday until 

Aug. 4. Visit the Zoo during cooler even-

ing temperatures, to enjoy the added ben-

efits of live music, family-friendly animal 

features, special dining options, and gift 

shop discounts. Each night will feature 

face painting, glitter tattoos, enrichment 

stations, artifact stations, the carousel, 

camel rides, and animal encounters. Ad-

mission is $9 for adults, $7 for seniors 

and $5 for children ages 2-14. Zoo mem-

bers receive $2 off each member. Some 

activities require an additional fee. To-

morrow's theme, Large & In Charge, will 

highlight elephants and rhinos. 

 

Summer Safari at the Zoo 

lated. All of us as families need to have a plan the way people who live in hurricane and torna-

do prone areas do. What will you do for water? What will you do to keep cool? 

By the way, if your power goes out during the day, you are welcome to come to the Ward 2 of-

fice to cool off (if ours hasn't gone out too). 

Take care of yourself this weekend. Stay cool and check in with your neighbors. 
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Parks Programs 

Summer Activity Guide: The Summer 2017 Activity Guide is out. The guide is available for 

free pick-up at all Parks and Recreation facilities and the Ward 2 office.  

Summer Swim: Palo Verde Pool and others will be open for Summer through August 2.  

Udall, Ft Lowell and others on an extended schedule opened on April 1. For additional infor-

mation, contact the Aquatics Division at 791-4245 or https://www.tucsonaz.gov/parks 

Track and Field: Track and field events, including sprints, relays, long jump, javelin and shot 

put, will be held every Tuesday in June at Catalina High School. Registration for youth 17 and 

under is $3, and for adults $4. Registration begins at 5:45 with events starting at 6:30. Ribbons 

will be given to the top finishers.  

1.9 and 3.7 mile runs will be held at Reid Park June 8, 15, 22, and 29 at Ramada 31.  Registra-

tion begins at 5:45 with the first races at 6:30. The cost is $3 for youths 17 and under and $4 for 

adults. 

For more information on these events, call the City Sports Office at 791-4870. 

The Parks and Recreation Department runs shuttles from 5 PM to 10 PM from Randolph Golf 

Course Parking Lot located at 600 S. Randolph Way. For additional information or questions: 

Email: info@tucsonpops.org  Phone: (520) 722-5853 http://www.tucsonpops.org/ 

Call 791-4877 for more information or questions. 



Eastside City Hall 

7575 E Speedway 

Tucson AZ 85710 

 

The next Mayor and Council 

meeting will be on Wednes-

day July 5. Regular Session 

starts at 5:30 pm following an 

afternoon study session. 

There is always a short call to 

the audience before the busi-

ness portion of the meeting. 

Council chambers are located 

downtown at 255 W Alameda.  

The agendas for the meetings 

are posted online at http://

cms3.tucsonaz.gov/clerks/

mcdocs 

Phone: 520 791 4687 

Fax: 520 791 5380 

E-mail: ward2@tucsonaz.gov 

 

 

Mayor and Council 

Please bring these items to the Ward 2 Office 
for the following charities: 

THE COMMUNITY FOOD BANK—Non Perishable 
Items 

DIAPER BANK OF SOUTHERN ARIZONA—
Infant/Child/Adult Diapers 

TIHAN - Personal Care Items for Individuals 
and Families in Need 

LIONS CLUB—Eye Glasses 
DANCING IN THE STREETS ARIZONA—Ballet/

Dance Equipment 

CASA MARIA—Plastic bags 
SR. JOSE WOMEN’S SHELTER—Summer items 
and clothing, athletic shoes, back packs, tote 

Tucsonaz.gov/

ward2 

Remember to like 

Paul on Facebook! 

Paul Cunningham, 

City Council, Ward 2 


