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Back in Tucson’s terri-

torial days, water could 

be hard to come by. If 

you lived in town in the 

1870’s, chances are you 

didn’t have a well. In 

that case, your other 

option was to buy water 

from someone who 

would bring it up in a 

wagon from springs in 

the Santa Cruz Valley 

south of town. You’d be 

charged a penny a gal-

lon.  

In today’s dollars, that 

comes out to twenty-

one cents a gallon. Of 

course, Tucson Water 

doesn’t bill by the gal-

lon, but instead by the 

ccf, which is 100 cubic 

feet of water, or nearly 

750 gallons. You’d be 

paying the equivalent 

of $158.97 per ccf in the 

1870s. 

Which brings me to the 

modern day: as of July 

5, you’ll be paying a bit 

more for your water. 

The average household 

that uses 8 ccfs per 

month will see an in-

crease of $2.84. That’s 

about $35 per year. I 

have a young family 

myself, so I know what 

even a modest sounding 

price increase can 

mean for a tight budg-

et. Still, I supported the 

rate increase. 

Unlike utilities such as 

TEP, Tucson water is 

non-profit operating at 

low staffing levels. 

There are no sharehold-

ers to pay dividends to. 

Despite the fact that it 

is a part of city govern-

ment, it is self funded 

and receives no money 

from taxpayers. Tucson 

water is a public utility 

meaning it is owned by 

you and other citizens 

of Tucson. It runs safe-

ly, efficiently, in the 

public interest and, 

even with the rate hike, 

at rates below the aver-

Our office will close 

at noon on July 3 and 

will not open on July 

4. This includes the 

water payment win-

dow. 
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age for other water 

utilities in the state. 

 They’ve done a good 

job keeping costs low 

all the while maintain-

ing council mandated 

conservation and low-

income programs. Still, 

the reality is that 

many of their big ex-

penses continue to in-

crease. 

The Central Arizona 

Project is a big one. As 

a utility that uses the 

CAP, Tucson Water is 

responsible for paying 

off a portion of the 

building expenses as 

well as maintenance. 

The biggest expense, 

however, is the power 

move all of that water 

over 300 miles. 

That’s the distance 

from where the CAP’s 

“Source” is (near where 

the Colorado and Bill 

Williams Rivers meet), 

and Tucson. Much of 
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Paul’s Note, Continued 

that distance is uphill (Tucson is roughly 2100 feet higher than where CAP gets its water) and involves 

a complex system of pies, pumps and booster stations. In all, the CAP moves nearly half a trillion gal-

lons a year. It uses 2.8 million megawatt hours to do that. Tucson Water is responsible for paying a por-

tion of that power cost. 

In addition to the power it takes to move the water to Tucson, it takes a considerable amount of power 

to move the water to your house through 4000 miles of pipes (that’s a drive from Tucson to Bogota, Co-

lombia). Last year, Tucson Water spent $19 million on power costs alone. Those power costs, as you 

know, continue to go up. 

Between power and maintenance, you are actually paying more for the infrastructure that delivers the 

water more than you do for the water itself. 

Which always brings me around to a question that I get from constituents: why am I going out of my 

way to cut down on water use if you are going to raise my rates anyway? 

It’s a valid question. Citizens of Tucson have done a lot to save water and have come up with a number 

of creative ways to use water more efficiently. After hitting its peak last decade, total water use by Tuc-

son Water customers is now at the same level it was in 1985 when we had 200,000 fewer people. But, 

what’s the reward if the bill keeps going up? Well, there is something called avoided costs. 

It comes down to those infrastructure costs I mentioned before. There are expansions that Tucson Wa-

ter hasn’t had to make because of lower water use. For example, a study by the Alliance for Water Effi-

ciency estimated that maintenance and operation costs would be 30% higher than they are now if old 

trends had continued. That’s almost $23 million. 

They’ve also managed to avoid having to build some expensive new infrastructure. Plans for a trans-

mission facility in Avra Valley were shelved because of the lack of need. That is $140 million that Tuc-

son Water didn’t need to spend because use is down so much. 

In all, your water bill is 13.3% lower than it would be had we not been conserving. By the way, your 

wastewater bill from Pima County is also 9.4% lower because of conservation too. 

The realities are that the cost of everything is going up, and that’s reflected in our water bill. Still, 

much of what you’ve done as conscientious water users has kept those costs from increasing even more. 
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Summer Safari Nights 2017 continues 

this Friday at Reid Park Zoo. The pro-

gram runs 6-8 p.m. every Friday until 

Aug. 4. Visit the Zoo during cooler even-

ing temperatures, to enjoy the added ben-

efits of live music, family-friendly animal 

features, special dining options, and gift 

shop discounts. Each night will feature 

face painting, glitter tattoos, enrichment 

stations, artifact stations, the carousel, 

camel rides, and animal encounters. Ad-

mission is $9 for adults, $7 for seniors 

and $5 for children ages 2-14. Zoo mem-

bers receive $2 off each member. Some 

activities require an additional fee. To-

morrow's theme, Large & In Charge, will 

highlight elephants and rhinos. 

 

Summer Safari at the Zoo 

The Independence Day holiday will be observed on Tuesday, July 4, 2017.  Residential and 

commercial trash and recycling will not be collected on Tuesday. All City of Tucson residential 

and commercial customers with regular collection on any day Tuesday through Friday will 

have their trash and recycling service delayed by one day. The Los Reales Landfill will be open. 

Holiday collection schedules are available online at www.tucsonaz.gov/esd or if you have a 

smartphone, download the free ‘my waste’™ App to have access to all collection schedules. 

City offices will be closed on Tuesday, July 4, 2017; however, customers may leave a message 

for Environmental Services Customer Service at 791-3171 or by submitting a service request at 

www.tucsonaz.gov/esd and they will be contacted no later than the next business day. Custom-

er Service will be available on Saturday, July 8, 2017 from 8 am - 3 pm. 

Holiday Trash Schedule 
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Parks Programs 

Summer Activity Guide: The Summer 2017 Activity Guide is out. The guide is available for 

free pick-up at all Parks and Recreation facilities and the Ward 2 office.  

Summer Swim: Palo Verde Pool and others will be open for Summer through August 2.  

Udall, Ft Lowell and others on an extended schedule opened on April 1. For additional infor-

mation, contact the Aquatics Division at 791-4245 or https://www.tucsonaz.gov/parks 

Track and Field: Track and field events, including sprints, relays, long jump, javelin and shot 

put, will be held every Tuesday in June at Catalina High School. Registration for youth 17 and 

under is $3, and for adults $4. Registration begins at 5:45 with events starting at 6:30. Ribbons 

will be given to the top finishers.  

1.9 and 3.7 mile runs will be held at Reid Park June 8, 15, 22, and 29 at Ramada 31.  Registra-

tion begins at 5:45 with the first races at 6:30. The cost is $3 for youths 17 and under and $4 for 

adults. 

For more information on these events, call the City Sports Office at 791-4870. 

The Parks and Recreation Department runs shuttles from 5 PM to 10 PM from Randolph Golf 

Course Parking Lot located at 600 S. Randolph Way. For additional information or questions: 

Email: info@tucsonpops.org  Phone: (520) 722-5853 http://www.tucsonpops.org/ 

Call 791-4877 for more information or questions. 

Casino Night: Let’s enjoy an evening of playing cards and slots. Enjoy Vegas style entertain-

ment along with food and chances for prizes. Join us at the center on Thursday, August 31. 

Happy Hour at the Forum: Transportation will be provided from Udall Park to the Forum 

community where they will be entertained with a rousing game of Wheel of Fortune. Appetiz-

ers, desserts and drinks will be served. Sign up early as space is limited. Wednesday July 26, 

depart from Udall 1:45, return at 4:30, free. 

Arizona State Museum: There will be a field trip to the Arizona State Museum on Thursday, 

July 20. Transportation will depart at 11:45 and return at 3:30. Cost is $9. We will stop for 

lunch at The Fix—Arizona Mac and Cheese Headquarters. Lunch is on your own. 

Red, White and Blue Lunch: Come celebrate our nation’s 241st birthday with the Eastside 

Senior Club. The celebration will begin at 12 noon on Wednesday, July 5. The cost is $4, which 

includes hot dogs, sides and drinks. 

The center will be closed on Tuesday, July 4. 

Carol West Senior Center 
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The next Mayor and Council 

meeting will be on Wednes-

day July 5. Regular Session 

starts at 5:30 pm following an 

afternoon study session. 

There is always a short call to 

the audience before the busi-

ness portion of the meeting. 

Council chambers are located 

downtown at 255 W Alameda.  

The agendas for the meetings 

are posted online at http://

cms3.tucsonaz.gov/clerks/

mcdocs 

Phone: 520 791 4687 

Fax: 520 791 5380 

E-mail: ward2@tucsonaz.gov 

 

 

Mayor and Council 

Please bring these items to the Ward 2 Office 
for the following charities: 

THE COMMUNITY FOOD BANK—Non Perishable 
Items 

DIAPER BANK OF SOUTHERN ARIZONA—
Infant/Child/Adult Diapers 

TIHAN - Personal Care Items for Individuals 
and Families in Need 

LIONS CLUB—Eye Glasses 
DANCING IN THE STREETS ARIZONA—Ballet/

Dance Equipment 

CASA MARIA—Plastic bags 
SR. JOSE WOMEN’S SHELTER—Summer items 
and clothing, athletic shoes, back packs, tote 

Tucsonaz.gov/

ward2 

Remember to like 

Paul on Facebook! 

Paul Cunningham, 

City Council, Ward 2 


