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As a native Tucsonan, 

the monsoon season is 

my favorite time of 

year. There is nothing 

more magical than rain 

in the desert, with the 

drop in temperature, 

the smell of creosote, 

and the flowing arroy-

os. Most people I know 

in Tucson make it 

through the oven like 

heat of June with hopes 

of a good monsoon sea-

son.  

Well, our hopes, pray-

ers and good thoughts 

have been rewarded. 

Here at the Ward 2 of-

fice we have received 

well over 2 inches this 

past week and for a va-

riety of reasons, this is 

good news. As I’ve men-

tioned before, we make 

extensive use of rain-

water harvesting. The 

rain that hits the as-

phalt runs off to water 

our Palo Verde trees 

that shade the west 

side of our parking lot 

while the rest of our 

landscaping is watered 

by harvested rainwater 

that flows into basins 

and collects in our cis-

tern from the roof. Giv-

en the area of our 

building, we have col-

lected over 2000 gallons 

of water that is now 

saved in our cistern 

and ready to irrigate 

when needed. 

Monsoon season is a 

good time to talk about 

water harvesting and 

how we can encourage 

more Tucsonans to uti-

lize this ancient and 

basic technology in our 

neighborhoods. Rain-

water harvesting made 

human settlement pos-

sible in Southern Arizo-

na 3,500 years ago. The 

Hohokam Indians cap-

tured rainwater with 

rock dams and built 

sizable storage tanks. 

The Tohono O'Odham 

still store rainwater in 

earthen tanks for cat-
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tle. Here in Tucson, 

any chance we can use 

rainwater instead of 

potable water, we 

make an investment in 

our future. 

To that end, the Mayor 

and Council recently 

directed staff to insti-

tute a program using 

water conservation 

funds to provide grants 

to neighborhoods and 

community groups in 

the City of Tucson. 

These funds are availa-

ble to facilitate the in-

stallation of storm wa-

ter harvesting features 

in their neighborhoods. 

The aim of these 

grants is to provide 

neighborhoods with 

appropriate resources 

to plan and implement 

neighborhood scale 

storm water harvest-

ing projects in publicly 
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Paul’s Note, Continued 

owned areas or a homeowner association’s common area such as a right-of-way, park or other open 

space 

Taking storm water off our streets is a good thing. Runoff causes potholes and, more importantly, caus-

es flooding, property damage and potential loss of life. Putting that water to beneficial use is even bet-

ter. One of those uses is to increase our tree canopy. By planting more trees and shading the asphalt 

and concrete we reduce the heat island effect (therefore reducing temperatures,). Additionally, trees 

absorb CO2 (helping to improve air quality and mitigate climate change) tree lined streets help calm 

traffic, provide habitat for birds and lizards, improve aesthetics while increasing property values 

Neighborhood Scale Storm Water Harvesting program grants are available from each Ward office up to 

a maximum of $45,000 and are being administered by Tucson Clean and Beautiful 

(TucsonCleanAndBeautiful.org) 

Please save the date! We will be having an informational workshop on how to apply for the Neighbor-

hood Scale Storm Water Harvesting Program here at the Ward 2 office on August 15 at 6 pm. 

Please RSVP to Odessa, either by calling our office at 791-4687 or email at Odes-

sa.Draheim@tucsonaz.gov. 

Here’s to hoping for more rain. We need it. 

- 

The Ward 2 community has lost two outstanding citizens this month. Jon Scott Breault, a coach with 

Frontier Little League, and Glenn Johnson, who owned a drafting firm, passed away. 

Breault, known as JS, had a huge impact on the young players he worked with, teaching more than just 

the sport. He was well loved by the players and parents he worked with and will be missed. 

Johnson ran his business with a positive attitude and I was always glad to be able to chat with him. I 

got to work with him when the city and 49ers Country Club had a dispute over water. He helped settle 

that impasse. 

Remember them both for the work they’ve done for the east side and for the entire community. My sin-

cere condolences go out to their friends and family. 
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Replacement of a 12” water main and the valves and lateral lines connected to the main will 

cause traffic restrictions and temporary detours in the south lanes of Wilmot Road, from just 

north of Golf Links Road to just south of 22nd Street. Barricades will be placed along Wilmot, 

north of Golf Links, starting 5 a.m., Tuesday, July 18. Neither intersection will be closed.  

The work will be done in sections of approximately 1,000 feet. The two southbound lanes near-

est the western curb will be closed with each phase. Work will proceed northward and is ex-

pected to continue into December. This waterline project is being done in advance of a roadway 

resurfacing project that will take place on Wilmot from Pima Street to Golf Links as part of the 

voter-approved, $100 million, five-year Road Recovery street bond program. 

Brief road closures will occur on Wilmot when the lateral water lines are replaced.   

Tucson Water’s contractor is notifying nearby businesses, schools, churches, and others direct-

ly affected. Access will be maintained to addresses and connecting streets along South Wilmot. 

There will be no water service interruptions.  

Motorists, bicyclists, and pedestrians are asked to use caution to help ensure worker safety 

and be prepared for delays and detours when traveling in the area. 

Sewer Work on Wilmot 

Sandbags 

To assist residents with property protection from potential flooding due to monsoon storms, the 

City of Tucson Department of Transportation will open its sandbag distribution site on Friday, 

July 14, 2017, in the north parking lot of the Tucson Rodeo Grounds, 4823 S. Sixth Avenue 

from 6:30 a.m. to 8 p.m. Please see the attached map for more details. 

The sandbag distribution will be self-serve and limited to 10 bags per vehicle to accommodate 

as many residents as possible. The pre-filled sandbags are free and will be stacked in the north 

parking lot of the Tucson Rodeo Grounds. The public should use the South Sixth Avenue south-

ern gate to access the distribution site. 

All low-lying areas in the City of Tucson are subject to flooding during the summer thunder-

storm season. During monsoon season, City crews are on call day and night to put in place 

more than 500 barricades at approximately 150 dip crossings. The goal of the program is to 

make sure motorists do not enter flooded roadways. After the floodwater recedes, Street and 

Traffic Maintenance crews begin evaluating conditions of the roadway and remove any accu-

mulation of hazardous debris. 
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Parks Programs 

Summer Activity Guide: The Summer 2017 Activity Guide is out. The guide is available for 

free pick-up at all Parks and Recreation facilities and the Ward 2 office.  

Summer Swim: Palo Verde Pool and others will be open for Summer through August 2.  

Udall, Ft Lowell and others on an extended schedule opened on April 1. For additional infor-

mation, contact the Aquatics Division at 791-4245 or https://www.tucsonaz.gov/parks 

Track and Field: Track and field events, including sprints, relays, long jump, javelin and shot 

put, will be held every Tuesday in June at Catalina High School. Registration for youth 17 and 

under is $3, and for adults $4. Registration begins at 5:45 with events starting at 6:30. Ribbons 

will be given to the top finishers.  

1.9 and 3.7 mile runs will be held at Reid Park June 8, 15, 22, and 29 at Ramada 31.  Registra-

tion begins at 5:45 with the first races at 6:30. The cost is $3 for youths 17 and under and $4 for 

adults. 

For more information on these events, call the City Sports Office at 791-4870. 

The Parks and Recreation Department runs shuttles from 5 PM to 10 PM from Randolph Golf 

Course Parking Lot located at 600 S. Randolph Way. For additional information or questions: 

Email: info@tucsonpops.org  Phone: (520) 722-5853 http://www.tucsonpops.org/ 

Call 791-4877 for more information or questions. 

Casino Night: Let’s enjoy an evening of playing cards and slots. Enjoy Vegas style entertain-

ment along with food and chances for prizes. Join us at the center on Thursday, August 31. 

Happy Hour at the Forum: Transportation will be provided from Udall Park to the Forum 

community where they will be entertained with a rousing game of Wheel of Fortune. Appetiz-

ers, desserts and drinks will be served. Sign up early as space is limited. Wednesday July 26, 

depart from Udall 1:45, return at 4:30, free. 

Arizona State Museum: There will be a field trip to the Arizona State Museum on Thursday, 

July 20. Transportation will depart at 11:45 and return at 3:30. Cost is $9. We will stop for 

lunch at The Fix—Arizona Mac and Cheese Headquarters. Lunch is on your own. 

The center will be closed on Tuesday, July 4. 

Carol West Senior Center 
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The next Mayor and Council 

meeting will be on Tuesday, 

August 8. Regular Session 

starts at 5:30 pm following an 

afternoon study session. 

There is always a short call to 

the audience before the busi-

ness portion of the meeting. 

Council chambers are located 

downtown at 255 W Alameda.  

The agendas for the meetings 

are posted online at http://

cms3.tucsonaz.gov/clerks/

mcdocs 

Phone: 520 791 4687 

Fax: 520 791 5380 

E-mail: ward2@tucsonaz.gov 

 

 

Mayor and Council 

Please bring these items to the Ward 2 Office 
for the following charities: 

THE COMMUNITY FOOD BANK—Non Perishable 
Items 

DIAPER BANK OF SOUTHERN ARIZONA—
Infant/Child/Adult Diapers 

TIHAN - Personal Care Items for Individuals 
and Families in Need 

LIONS CLUB—Eye Glasses 
DANCING IN THE STREETS ARIZONA—Ballet/

Dance Equipment 

CASA MARIA—Plastic bags 
SR. JOSE WOMEN’S SHELTER—Summer items 
and clothing, athletic shoes, back packs, tote 

Tucsonaz.gov/

ward2 

Remember to like 

Paul on Facebook! 

Paul Cunningham, 

City Council, Ward 2 


