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The Udall Center will 

be closed for mainte-

nance from August 7 

– 12. The park will 

remain open. 

That brings us to 

some news you may 

have read in the Ari-

zona Daily Star about 

a bill that’s moving 

through congress. 

Don’t worry, I won’t 

be too political. 

There is a bill being 

supported by mem-

bers of Tucson’s con-

gressional delegation 

to take out what is 

called a “reversionary 

clause” that prevent-

ed the city from using 

the park for some ac-

tivities. The article in 

the Star left a few of 

you with the impres-

sion that the city did-

n’t have legal owner-

ship of the park. 

That’s actually far 

from the truth. 

Back in 1980, the city 

entered into a lease 

agreement with the 

US Bureau of Land 

Management for the 

land that would be-

come Udall Park. The 

park was opened in 

1982 with Mo Udall 

himself presenting 

the ball for the first 

soccer match at the 

park. 

Over the next few 

years, the city and 

the BLM negotiated 

to swap some land for 

the park. The swap, 

which involved hand-

ing over nearly 300 

acres land out on 

Freeman Road worth 

about $4 million, was 

completed in 1989. Or 

so everyone thought. 
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The city was granted 

a patent (the func-

tional equivalent of a 

title) under Recrea-

tional and Public 

Purposes Act. It con-

tained language that 

prevented the city 

from using the park 

for any “non-public 

or recreational use.” 

The language was 

rather strict and con-

tained in what was 

called a reversionary 

clause, meaning that 

if it was violated, the 

park would go back 

to the federal govern-

ment. 

It was argued at the 

time that Tucson had 

fulfilled its part of 

the argument and 

compensated the fed-
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Paul’s Note, Continued 

eral government for the land, but it would take congressional action to get rid of the reversion 

clause.  

Shortly thereafter, however, there were many staff changes both on the interior committee 

(remember that Rep. Udall had to resign both his seat and the Interior chairmanship in 1991) 

and in city government over the next couple of years and no one picked up the ball. 

This wasn’t much of a problem for Udall Park since few activities there went afoul of the rever-

sionary clause. However, recently there were offers to build a cell tower and a farmers market. 

Both of them would have generated cash that could have gone into park maintenance. Both 

ran afoul of the reversionary clause. 

For the last few years, my office, city staff and our congressional delegation have been working 

on a way to get rid of the clause. One big hang up was that BLM was arguing that the $4 mil-

lion dollars of land back in 1989 might not cover the current worth of Udall Park. Members of 

the Natural Resources Committee were none too pleased with what looked like the BLM trying 

to back out of a deal, and also asking why this had to go to congress in the first place. 

The legislation passed the committee by unanimous consent and is expected to go to the full 

house in September. 

Election Information 

The voter registration cut-off date for the City of Tucson August 29 Primary Election is Mon-

day, July 31. Those wishing to register to vote may contact the Pima County Recorder at (520) 

724-4330, or visit their website:  www.recorder.pima.gov. 

The City of Tucson will conduct the Aug. 29, 2017 Primary Election by mail. Ballots will be 

mailed on Aug. 9 only to those voters living in Wards 3, 5, and 6. 

The City of Tucson election publication, “The Choice Is Yours,” will be mailed to each house-

hold with a registered City voter in Wards 3, 5, and 6. We will begin mailing this pamphlet on 

Aug. 2.   “The Choice Is Yours” contains voter information on candidates and is printed in both 

in English and Spanish. 

For any questions regarding this information, please call 791-3221. 

Further information is available at www.tucsonaz.gov/clerks/elections. 
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Tucson is recognized by KaBOOM! as a Playful City USA for the 11th year in a row and Parks 

and Recreation is an integral piece. One way to find out about activities going on at Tucson 

Parks and Recreation is by picking up a copy of the 2017 Fall Activity Guide, available next 

week at recreation centers throughout Tucson, as well as many of the local libraries. The guide 

also is viewable online at www.tucsonaz.gov/parks.   

The Activity Guide contains information on leisure classes, KIDCO after-school, aquatics, 

sports programs, recreation center locations and amenities, and registration. It also contains 

valuable information on other programs and services, including special events, tennis, and 

Reid Park Zoo. Whether you want to get active in a health and fitness class, learn digital pho-

tography skills, or create beautiful pottery and ceramics pieces, there truly is something for 

everyone at Tucson Parks and Recreation.  

Residents and non-city residents may register for all leisure and adaptive aquatic classes by 

using EZEEreg online at: www.EZEEreg.com. 

For questions or more information on registration or programs, contact Registration Services 

at 791-4877. 

Fall Activity Guide 

Upcoming meetings  

Ward 2 is hosting two upcoming public events: 

August 15, 6 pm, Rainwater Harvesting Grant Presentation: Learn how to get a grant to 

implement a storm water harvesting project in your neighborhood. Grants are available from 

our Ward office up to a maximum of $45,000. This is an informational meeting for residents. 

September 13, 5:30 pm, Town Hall Meeting: Meeting will feature presentations from 

Transportation director Daryl Cole, Parks and Recreation director Joan Stauch and City Man-

ager Michael Ortega. Refreshments will be provided. 

Both meetings are at Ward 2, 7575 E Speedway Blvd. 

To RSVP or for more information, call Odessa at 791-4246, or e-mail at Odes-

sa.Draheim@tucsonaz.gov. 
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Parks Programs 

Holiday Arts & Craft Fair Registration: Vendor registration is open for the Holiday Arts 

and Crafts Fair in Reid Park. The fair is scheduled for Thanksgiving weekend- Saturday and 

Sunday, November 25-26, 2017 from 9 am to 4 pm.  For more information, visit tuc-

sonaz.gov/parks or contact Susan Orrico, Event Coordinator, 791-4877.  Attached is an event 

flier. 

Udall Center Closure: The Udall Center will be closed for its annual maintenance August 7-

12. 

Fall 2017 Parks & Recreation Activity Guide: See page 3 

Swim Fall Schedule: The swim fall schedule begins August 3rd. For additional information: 

ttps://www.tucsonaz.gov/parks/pools-and-splash-pads 

City Softball League: Registration is open for City Softball League. Mail registrations is un-

derway for the 2017 Spring Slowpitch Softball. Walk-in/email/call-in registrations runs July 19 

through August 4. The fall season begins August 14. For more information, contact the Sports 

Unit 791-4870 or http://bit.ly/2uSBPZ6 

Call 791-4877 for more information or questions. 

Casino Night: Let’s enjoy an evening of playing cards and slots. Enjoy Vegas style entertain-

ment along with food and chances for prizes. Join us at the center on Thursday, August 31. 

Remember that the Carol West Center, and all of the Udall Center, will be closed from August 

7—12. 

Carol West Senior Center 



Eastside City Hall 

7575 E Speedway 

Tucson AZ 85710 

 

The next Mayor and Council 

meeting will be on Tuesday, 

August 8. Regular Session 

starts at 5:30 pm following an 

afternoon study session. 

There is always a short call to 

the audience before the busi-

ness portion of the meeting. 

Council chambers are located 

downtown at 255 W Alameda.  

The agendas for the meetings 

are posted online at http://

cms3.tucsonaz.gov/clerks/

mcdocs 

Phone: 520 791 4687 

Fax: 520 791 5380 

E-mail: ward2@tucsonaz.gov 

 

 

Mayor and Council 

Please bring these items to the Ward 2 Office 
for the following charities: 

THE COMMUNITY FOOD BANK—Non Perishable 
Items 

DIAPER BANK OF SOUTHERN ARIZONA—
Infant/Child/Adult Diapers 

TIHAN - Personal Care Items for Individuals 
and Families in Need 

LIONS CLUB—Eye Glasses 
DANCING IN THE STREETS ARIZONA—Ballet/

Dance Equipment 

CASA MARIA—Plastic bags 
SR. JOSE WOMEN’S SHELTER—Summer items 
and clothing, athletic shoes, back packs, tote 

Tucsonaz.gov/

ward2 

Remember to like 

Paul on Facebook! 

Paul Cunningham, 

City Council, Ward 2 


