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I want to give a shout-

out to Tom Beal, who 

retired from the Arizo-

na Daily Star last 

month after decades of 

fine writing about our 

community. Congratu-

lations Tom on a sto-

ried career. 

Tom had an online 

piece last week about 

what to expect from 

this monsoon season. 

He and U of A meteor-

ologist Mark Leuthold 

turned out to be right: 

the monsoons have re-

turned after a little half

-time break. 

This year’s monsoon 

has been a record 

breaker, just like the 

record heat that pre-

ceded the rain. In July, 

according to the Star, 

we had 6.80 inches of 

rain. That’s nearly 

three times our average 

(2.35”) for the season 

and half of our average 

yearly total, all in three 

weeks. It was so rainy 

in Tucson that people 

in Seattle noticed. This 

is from the Seattle of-

fice of the National 

Weather Service’s Twit-

ter feed on July 24: 

Here's a stat for you. 

Tucson, Arizona has 

received more rain in 

the past 2 weeks than 

Seattle has received 

since May 1st. #wawx 

What we are seeing is 

the acute effect of cli-

mate change here in 

Southern Arizona with 

the extreme heat fol-

lowed by record down-

pours. As the atmos-

phere gets warmer, 

more energy is expend-

ed and all of that stored 

heat has changed the 

behavior of our mon-

soons. A report pub-

lished by the Universi-

ty of Arizona last 

month said that we can 

expect shorter monsoon 
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seasons but more in-

tensity from them: 

Although there are 

now fewer storms, the 

largest monsoon thun-

derstorms bring heavi-

er rain and stronger 

winds than did the 

monsoon storms of 60 

years ago, the scien-

tists report. 

"The monsoon is the 

main severe weather 

threat in Arizona. Dust 

storms, wind, flash 

flooding, microbursts 

— those are the things 

that are immediate 

dangers to life and 

property," said co-

author Christopher 

Castro, a UA associate 

professor of hydrology 

and atmospheric sci-

ences...Having less fre-

quent but more intense 

storms is consistent 

with what is expected 

throughout the world 

due to climate change, 

Castro said. 
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Paul’s Note, Continued 

"Our work shows that it certainly holds true for the monsoon in Arizona," he said. 

These stronger storms will obviously cause more problems, both here in Southern Arizona and state 

wide. The 17 hikers in Sabino Canyon, while not life threatening were stuck on the wrong side of a 

swollen creek, the near tragedy in Tanque Verde Falls the week before last and the loss of 9 lives in 

Payson are testimony to the increased danger of our storm season. This isn’t just a problem in the wil-

derness. Flash flooding is also an issue for those of us that travel on city streets, and can cause property 

damage as well as long term damage to our roads. 

We can harness some of that water before it floods our streets and causes damage. If an owner of a 1500 

square foot house was harvesting the water that landed on his roof instead of letting it run off into the 

street, they would have ended up with over 4000 gallons of water to take care of their garden and land-

scaping (or more creatively to use in their washing machine or toilet). 

There’s more to water harvesting than just what one can do at their home. A neighborhood can use curb 

cuts (breaks in the concrete curbs to allow water storm water in) and other methods to water landscap-

ing along their streets or help irrigate a small park or community garden. As I’ve noted before: trees in 

your yard and neighborhood can shave a few degrees off of our temperature increases by curbing the 

urban heat island effect. 

I’d like to remind you again that there are grants of up to $45,000 available for your neighborhood to do 

such projects. Several of you have called the office wondering if we can send someone to your neighbor-

hood association to do a presentation. At present we are encouraging anyone interested to join us for a 

presentation here at the Ward 2 office on August 15 at 6 pm. If you are interested, please let Odessa at 

my office know, 837-4252. 

 

Upcoming Meetings 

Ward 2 is hosting two upcoming public events: 

August 15, 6 pm, Rainwater Harvesting Grant Presentation: Learn how to get a grant to imple-

ment a storm water harvesting project in your neighborhood. Grants are available from our Ward office 

up to a maximum of $45,000. This is an informational meeting for residents. 

September 13, 5:30 pm, Town Hall Meeting: Meeting will feature presentations from Transporta-

tion director Daryl Cole, Parks and Recreation director Joan Stauch and City Manager Michael Ortega. 

Refreshments will be provided. 

Both meetings are at Ward 2, 7575 E Speedway Blvd. 

To RSVP or for more information, call Odessa at 791-4246, or e-mail at Odessa.Draheim@tucsonaz.gov. 
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This Spring, voters passed Proposition 101, 

the five-year, half-cent sales tax increase 

that will be used to repair streets and ad-

dress public safety capital needs. 

The Tucson Department of Transportation 

is kicking off its effort to identify and re-

pair local streets under Proposition 101 

with a Tucson Delivers – Better Streets 

Open House on Thursday, August 24, 2017, 

from 6 to 7:30 p.m., at Sabbar Shrine Cen-

ter, 450 S. Tucson Blvd. 

TDOT will make a short presentation at 

6:15 p.m. about the accomplishments of the 

Proposition 409 Road Recovery Bond Pro-

gram and how the Proposition 101 Better 

Streets Program will work.  

Large maps of City streets will be on dis-

play, and open house attendees will be encouraged to submit their street-related concerns on 

comment cards and connect their comments to locations on the maps using a numbering sys-

tem. TDOT staff will also be available to talk with those attending and answer questions. 

The Bond Oversight Commission will be invited, as its members will be designating local 

streets for repair under the Better Streets Program. Local streets will be selected based on 

public input and street condition as evaluated by comprehensive engineering analyses. 

Your Ward 2 office will be giving you more information about this event in the coming weeks. 

If you have any questions, email us at Ward2@tucsonaz.gov. You can also visit 

https://www.tucsonaz.gov/tucsondelivers 

Transportation Open House 
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Parks Programs 

Holiday Arts & Craft Fair Registration: Vendor registration is open for the Holiday Arts 

and Crafts Fair in Reid Park. The fair is scheduled for Thanksgiving weekend- Saturday and 

Sunday, November 25-26, 2017 from 9 am to 4 pm.  For more information, visit tuc-

sonaz.gov/parks or contact Susan Orrico, Event Coordinator, 791-4877.  Attached is an event 

flier. 

Udall Center Closure: The Udall Center will be closed for its annual maintenance August 7-

12. 

Fall 2017 Parks & Recreation Activity Guide: See page 3 

Swim Fall Schedule: The swim fall schedule begins August 3rd. For additional information: 

ttps://www.tucsonaz.gov/parks/pools-and-splash-pads 

City Softball League: Registration is open for City Softball League. Mail registrations is un-

derway for the 2017 Spring Slowpitch Softball. Walk-in/email/call-in registrations runs July 19 

through August 4. The fall season begins August 14. For more information, contact the Sports 

Unit 791-4870 or http://bit.ly/2uSBPZ6 

Call 791-4877 for more information or questions. 

Casino Night: Let’s enjoy an evening of playing cards and slots. Enjoy Vegas style entertain-

ment along with food and chances for prizes. Join us at the center on Thursday, August 31. 

Remember that the Carol West Center, and all of the Udall Center, will be closed from August 

7—12. 

Carol West Senior Center 



Eastside City Hall 

7575 E Speedway 

Tucson AZ 85710 

 

The next Mayor and Council 

meeting will be on Tuesday, 

August 8. Regular Session 

starts at 5:30 pm following an 

afternoon study session. 

There is always a short call to 

the audience before the busi-

ness portion of the meeting. 

Council chambers are located 

downtown at 255 W Alameda.  

The agendas for the meetings 

are posted online at http://

cms3.tucsonaz.gov/clerks/

mcdocs 

Phone: 520 791 4687 

Fax: 520 791 5380 

E-mail: ward2@tucsonaz.gov 

 

 

Mayor and Council 

Please bring these items to the Ward 2 Office 
for the following charities: 

THE COMMUNITY FOOD BANK—Non Perishable 
Items 

DIAPER BANK OF SOUTHERN ARIZONA—
Infant/Child/Adult Diapers 

TIHAN - Personal Care Items for Individuals 
and Families in Need 

LIONS CLUB—Eye Glasses 
DANCING IN THE STREETS ARIZONA—Ballet/

Dance Equipment 

CASA MARIA—Plastic bags 
SR. JOSE WOMEN’S SHELTER—Summer items 
and clothing, athletic shoes, back packs, tote 

Tucsonaz.gov/

ward2 

Remember to like 

Paul on Facebook! 

Paul Cunningham, 

City Council, Ward 2 


