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Tucson will be turning 

242 later this month. I 

can hear you saying, 

“Wow, Tucson doesn’t 

look a day over 220!” 

People have been living 

here in our valley long-

er than that. Evidence 

of early settlement has 

been found that goes 

back to 1200 BC. The 

Hohokam were farming 

here as early as the 

10th Century. The first 

European settlement 

came when the conven-

to was established in 

1770 near the existing 

Tohono O’Odham vil-

lage of Schuk-shon.  

We count the years 

from a bit after that 

though. The Spanish 

were a bit worried 

about the Russians, 

who had been settling 

along the West Coast. 

Blame it on either bad 

intelligence or a bit of 

paranoia, they sent an 

expedition to Schuk-

shon to establish a fort 

to keep the Russians at 

bay. 

The soldiers were led 

by an Irish mercenary 

named Hugo O’Conor, 

and the presidio, or 

fort, of San Agustín de 

Tucson was established 

on August 20th, 1775. 

The following year, ac-

cording to historian 

Will C. Barnes, resi-

dents of Tucson raised 

money to send a pack 

mule with supplies to 

revolutionaries battling 

the British. There isn’t 

a record of the mule 

reaching Washington’s 

army. 

Our nickname of the 

“Old Pueblo” is often 

traced to Bob Leather-

wood, who was mayor 

in the 1880’s when the 

railroad first reached 

Tucson. He didn’t ever 

actually use the phrase, 

however. Reportedly, 
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he sent telegrams to 

leaders from President 

Rutheford Hayes and 

Pope Leo XIII to an-

nounce that Tucson 

was now on the rail-

road. He signed off on 

those telegrams from 

“The Ancient and Hon-

orable Pueblo.” Wags 

in the local media 

shortened that moni-

ker to “A. and H. Pueb-

lo.”  

Those of you that want 

to celebrate Tucson’s 

birthday have a couple 

of choices. 

 

Edible Baja Arizona 

magazine is sponsoring 

a “4,000th Birthday” 

celebration at the Mis-

sion Garden, which is 

located over at 946 W. 

Mission Lane. The cel-

ebration will be on Au-

gust 20th from 6-8 pm. 

It will include music, 

food, a birthday cake 

and what organizers 
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Paul’s Note, Continued 

are calling “extra special cocktails.” For more information and tickets, visit ediblebajaarizona.com or 

call 955-5200. 

The Southern Arizona Transportation Museum is also having a celebration with railroad fun at the 

Amtrak Depot Lobby.  They will also have birthday cake, live mariachis and the chance to check out the 

cabin of a steam engine. For more information call 623-2223. 

Happy birthday to my favorite city, the A. and H. Pueblo. 

- 

Congratulations to Coaches Ed Sapp and Frank Pedrique and manager Tommy Riesgo on bringing an-

other state Little League championship to the Old Pueblo, this time for the Eastside's Rincon Little 

League 8, 9 & 10 year old team. Great job by the coaches, players and volunteers. 

 

Upcoming Meetings 

Ward 2 is hosting two upcoming public events: 

August 15, 6 pm, Rainwater Harvesting Grant Presentation: Learn how to get a grant to imple-

ment a storm water harvesting project in your neighborhood. Grants are available from our Ward office 

up to a maximum of $45,000. This is an informational meeting for residents. 

September 13, 5:30 pm, Town Hall Meeting: Meeting will feature presentations from Transporta-

tion director Daryl Cole, Parks and Recreation director Joan Stauch and City Manager Michael Ortega. 

Refreshments will be provided. 

Both meetings are at Ward 2, 7575 E Speedway Blvd. 

To RSVP or for more information, call Odessa at 791-4246, or e-mail at Odessa.Draheim@tucsonaz.gov. 
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This Spring, voters passed Proposition 101, 

the five-year, half-cent sales tax increase 

that will be used to repair streets and ad-

dress public safety capital needs. 

The Tucson Department of Transportation 

is kicking off its effort to identify and re-

pair local streets under Proposition 101 

with a Tucson Delivers – Better Streets 

Open House on Thursday, August 24, 2017, 

from 6 to 7:30 p.m., at Sabbar Shrine Cen-

ter, 450 S. Tucson Blvd. 

TDOT will make a short presentation at 

6:15 p.m. about the accomplishments of the 

Proposition 409 Road Recovery Bond Pro-

gram and how the Proposition 101 Better 

Streets Program will work.  

Large maps of City streets will be on dis-

play, and open house attendees will be encouraged to submit their street-related concerns on 

comment cards and connect their comments to locations on the maps using a numbering sys-

tem. TDOT staff will also be available to talk with those attending and answer questions. 

The Bond Oversight Commission will be invited, as its members will be designating local 

streets for repair under the Better Streets Program. Local streets will be selected based on 

public input and street condition as evaluated by comprehensive engineering analyses. 

Your Ward 2 office will be giving you more information about this event in the coming weeks. 

If you have any questions, email us at Ward2@tucsonaz.gov. You can also visit 

https://www.tucsonaz.gov/tucsondelivers 

Transportation Open House 
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Parks Programs 

Holiday Arts & Craft Fair Registration: Vendor registration is open for the Holiday Arts 

and Crafts Fair in Reid Park. The fair is scheduled for Thanksgiving weekend- Saturday and 

Sunday, November 25-26, 2017 from 9 am to 4 pm.  For more information, visit tuc-

sonaz.gov/parks or contact Susan Orrico, Event Coordinator, 791-4877.  Attached is an event 

flier. 

Udall Center Closure: The Udall Center will be closed for its annual maintenance August 7-

12. 

Fall 2017 Parks & Recreation Activity Guide: See page 3 

Swim Fall Schedule: The swim fall schedule begins August 3rd. For additional information: 

ttps://www.tucsonaz.gov/parks/pools-and-splash-pads 

City Softball League: Registration is open for City Softball League. Mail registrations is un-

derway for the 2017 Spring Slowpitch Softball. Walk-in/email/call-in registrations runs July 19 

through August 4. The fall season begins August 14. For more information, contact the Sports 

Unit 791-4870 or http://bit.ly/2uSBPZ6 

Call 791-4877 for more information or questions. 

Casino Night: Let’s enjoy an evening of playing cards and slots. Enjoy Vegas style entertain-

ment along with food and chances for prizes. Join us at the center on Thursday, August 31. 

Remember that the Carol West Center, and all of the Udall Center, will be closed from August 

7—12. 

Carol West Senior Center 



Eastside City Hall 

7575 E Speedway 

Tucson AZ 85710 

 

The next Mayor and Council 

meeting will be on Wednes-

day, September 6. Regular 

Session starts at 5:30 pm fol-

lowing an afternoon study ses-

sion. There is always a short 

call to the audience before the 

business portion of the meet-

ing. Council chambers are lo-

cated downtown at 255 W Ala-

meda.  

The agendas for the meetings 

are posted online at http://

cms3.tucsonaz.gov/clerks/

mcdocs 

Phone: 520 791 4687 

Fax: 520 791 5380 

E-mail: ward2@tucsonaz.gov 

 

 

Mayor and Council 

Please bring these items to the Ward 2 Office 
for the following charities: 

THE COMMUNITY FOOD BANK—Non Perishable 
Items 

DIAPER BANK OF SOUTHERN ARIZONA—
Infant/Child/Adult Diapers 

TIHAN - Personal Care Items for Individuals 
and Families in Need 

LIONS CLUB—Eye Glasses 
DANCING IN THE STREETS ARIZONA—Ballet/

Dance Equipment 

CASA MARIA—Plastic bags 
SR. JOSE WOMEN’S SHELTER—Summer items 
and clothing, athletic shoes, back packs, tote 

Tucsonaz.gov/

ward2 

Remember to like 

Paul on Facebook! 

Paul Cunningham, 

City Council, Ward 2 


