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You can be Nazi or 

you can be American. 

You can't be 

both.  The endorse-

ment of any form or 

portion of Nazi ideo-

logies is a betrayal of 

American Values.  As 

Americans' we have 

the responsibility of 

being aware who we 

stand should to 

shoulder with.   
 

By now, we are all 

aware of the ugly and 

tragic events that 

happened in Char-

lottesville.  Torch 

bearing neo-

nazis gathered to 

spew their ignorant 

hatred, culminating 

with a white suprem-

acist from Ohio driv-

ing his car into a 

crowd of counter-

protestors, killing a 

woman named 

Heather Heyer. I’ve 

been reading about 

the driver. It has 

been reported that 

his high school histo-

ry teacher tried to 

lead him away from 

him from his pro-nazi 

sympathies, but to no 

avail. It makes me 

ask, just how many 

people in his life 

knew about his hate 

but did not challenge 

him on it? Did he see 

that as acceptance? 

As permission?  How 

many times do we 

hear bigotry in our 

lives but just let it 

go? 'Well, so-and-so is 

of a different genera-

tion', or 'well, so and 

so just says those 

things'.   It’s 2017, 

and it’s all unaccepta-

ble. It’s igno-

rance.  Standing up 

for the Confederate 

flag, or the Nazi 

Swastika is igno-

rance. We can't be 

afraid to call out the 

hatred.  If we ignore 

the ignorant, they 

will stay ignorant.   
 

In times like this, 

many of us remember 
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the words of Martin 

Niemöller: 

First they came for the 

Socialists, and I did not 

speak out— 

Because I was not a So-

cialist.  
Then they came for the 

Trade Unionists, and I 

did not speak out—  

Because I was not a 

Trade Unionist.  
Then they came for the 

Jews, and I did not 

speak out—  

Because I was not a 

Jew.  
Then they came for 

me—and there was no 

one left to speak for me.  

  

I am Jewish. I heard 

this many times 

growing up. Rev. 

Niemöller was a Lu-

theran preacher who 

gave a series of talks 

after World War II 

where he painfully 

admitted the compla-

cency of Germans 

like him who didn’t 

speak out. If my own 

words seem strident, 
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Paul’s Note, Continued 

it’s because after this weekend, I don’t want to make the same mistake. 

Tensions are high right now, but I’m proud that Tucson has been its usual bold and progres-

sive self in promoting and celebrating our diversity. We need to keep calling this sort of thing 

out. We also need to recognize within our own lives where we’ve fallen down in not just tolerat-

ing others, but accepting them and welcoming them.  I'd say to some degree that many of us 

have our comfort zones.  It is no surprise that most people associate with people they have 

things in common with. Examples of these things include church membership, children the 

same age, generation, neighborhood, values, ethnic background, being fans of the same sports 

teams, sexual orientation, common hobbies or even political party.  I'd challenge all of us to 

make a concerted effort to live out of the bubble once in a while.  Engage folks that in all proba-

bility you have very little in common with you, and just get to know them.  If all of us did a lit-

tle more of that, we'd probably have a lot more collective knowledge to temper ignorance.    

There are moments in history where we are asked to make choices as a country, and most of 

the big ones have been about whether or not we accept our neighbors as fully American. The 

choice should be easy. If you have any trouble, I’ll say it again: take a good look at who is on 

the other side. 

- 

I’d like to give a shout out to Rev. Owen Chandler of Ward 2’s own Saguaro Christian Church 

who was one of the first to speak out and rally the community after the horrible events of Sat-

urday. You’ve done the East Side proud, Reverend. 

Women’s Equality Day 

A coalition of area women’s groups will celebrate Women’s Equality Day on Saturday, August 26th. The 

event is  Women’s Equality Day: Courageous Conversations,  from 8 AM to 1 PM at the YWCA, 525 N. 

Bonita Ave. Admission is free, but registration is required at 

http://WEDcourageousconversations.eventbrite.com  .   

There will be panel discussions and audience conversations on topics of intersectional feminism, the 

ERA, women and immigration, women’s health and safety, and women at work. There will also be en-

tertainment, and food trucks will be available. Details are available at the website. 
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This Spring, voters passed Proposition 101, 

the five-year, half-cent sales tax increase 

that will be used to repair streets and ad-

dress public safety capital needs. 

The Tucson Department of Transportation 

is kicking off its effort to identify and re-

pair local streets under Proposition 101 

with a Tucson Delivers – Better Streets 

Open House on Thursday, August 24, 2017, 

from 6 to 7:30 p.m., at Sabbar Shrine Cen-

ter, 450 S. Tucson Blvd. 

TDOT will make a short presentation at 

6:15 p.m. about the accomplishments of the 

Proposition 409 Road Recovery Bond Pro-

gram and how the Proposition 101 Better 

Streets Program will work.  

Large maps of City streets will be on dis-

play, and open house attendees will be encouraged to submit their street-related concerns on 

comment cards and connect their comments to locations on the maps using a numbering sys-

tem. TDOT staff will also be available to talk with those attending and answer questions. 

The Bond Oversight Commission will be invited, as its members will be designating local 

streets for repair under the Better Streets Program. Local streets will be selected based on 

public input and street condition as evaluated by comprehensive engineering analyses. 

Your Ward 2 office will be giving you more information about this event in the coming weeks. 

If you have any questions, email us at Ward2@tucsonaz.gov. You can also visit 

https://www.tucsonaz.gov/tucsondelivers 

Transportation Open House 
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Parks Programs 

Holiday Arts & Craft Fair Registration: Vendor registration is open for the Holiday Arts 

and Crafts Fair in Reid Park. The fair is scheduled for Thanksgiving weekend- Saturday and 

Sunday, November 25-26, 2017 from 9 am to 4 pm.  For more information, visit tuc-

sonaz.gov/parks or contact Susan Orrico, Event Coordinator, 791-4877.  Attached is an event 

flier. 

Fall 2017 Parks & Recreation Activity Guide: See page 3 

Swim Fall Schedule: The swim fall schedule began on August 3rd. For additional infor-

mation: ttps://www.tucsonaz.gov/parks/pools-and-splash-pads 

Call 791-4877 for more information or questions. 

Casino Night: Let’s enjoy an evening of playing cards and slots. Enjoy Vegas style entertain-

ment along with food and chances for prizes. Join us at the center on Thursday, August 31. 

 

Carol West Senior Center 



Eastside City Hall 

7575 E Speedway 

Tucson AZ 85710 

 

The next Mayor and Council 

meeting will be on Wednes-

day, September 6. Regular 

Session starts at 5:30 pm fol-

lowing an afternoon study ses-

sion. There is always a short 

call to the audience before the 

business portion of the meet-

ing. Council chambers are lo-

cated downtown at 255 W Ala-

meda.  

The agendas for the meetings 

are posted online at http://

cms3.tucsonaz.gov/clerks/

mcdocs 

Phone: 520 791 4687 

Fax: 520 791 5380 

E-mail: ward2@tucsonaz.gov 

 

 

Mayor and Council 

Please bring these items to the Ward 2 Office 
for the following charities: 

THE COMMUNITY FOOD BANK—Non Perishable 
Items 

DIAPER BANK OF SOUTHERN ARIZONA—
Infant/Child/Adult Diapers 

TIHAN - Personal Care Items for Individuals 
and Families in Need 

LIONS CLUB—Eye Glasses 
DANCING IN THE STREETS ARIZONA—Ballet/

Dance Equipment 

CASA MARIA—Plastic bags 
SR. JOSE WOMEN’S SHELTER—Summer items 
and clothing, athletic shoes, back packs, tote 

Tucsonaz.gov/

ward2 

Remember to like 

Paul on Facebook! 

Paul Cunningham, 

City Council, Ward 2 


