Ward 5 Newsletter

Ward 5 Happenings

o Bridges/Costco Construction Start-
ing.

o Grant for Homeless Veterans

e New Summer Intern

o Beat the Peak Campaign 2010

o Have you filled out your Census form?
e ElPueblo Senior Center

e Ward 5 Tours

e Serve On A Committee

CITY RECEIVES HUD GRANT
TO HELP HOMELESS

VETERANS

The Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment (HUD) donated a $408,780 grant to the
City of Tucson’s Department of housing and
Community Development to assist 75 homeless
veterans.

Aid has been granted to homeless veterans in
Tucson and Pima County with monthly rental
subsides increasing the total number HUD'’s
Veterans Affairs Supportive Housing Program
Vouchers (HUD-VASH).

Under the authorization of the HUD-VASH por-
tion of the United Stated Housing Act of 1937,
the local veterans affairs medical center finds a
breakthrough by supplying supportive and case
management to eligible homeless veterans while
the City of Tucson adds the help of rental assis-
tance.

The City received 140 vouchers within the past
two years to help veterans locally. The total of
the vouchers comes to 215 vouchers. The latest
HUD grants are a part of a $75 million invest-
ment.

Approximately 70 percent of a veteran’s monthly
housing cost can be covered by a voucher. Eligible
veterans that meet the program criteria can find a
privately-owned home.

For more information on the HUD-VASH Program,
how the City administers its grants, and examples of
the usage of prior funding, call Olga Osterhage or
Peggy Morales at 791-4171

‘We need this,” Southsiders cheer
Lostco [and deal

On Monday, May 24 construction began on Phase One, with a
148,000 square foot Costco as the lead anchor store, Tucson
Market Place at The Bridges. Many improvements to Kino Blvd
will be made, for example, a new entrance drive leading from
Kino Boulevard into the shopping center. There will be several
hundred construction workers employed to complete Phase
One. Costco will begin constructing its building in the Fall of
2010 and will open in April of 2011. Phase One wil also have a
fuel center and potential sites for additional businesses includ-
ing retail shops, restaurants, and anchor stores.

"This is a great opportunity for Ward 5 and the City of Tuc-
son," said Tucson Councilmember Richard Fimbres (Ward 5).
"We're very excited that this project will bring jobs to Ward 5
and Tucson as well as sales tax revenue."

“The leadership of the Ward 5 office under the quidance of
Council Member Richard Fimbres has been instrumental in
advancing the project to this beginning," said Eric Davis,
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ANl that is necessary for enl to triumph is for good
pegple fo do nothing.

President of Retail West Properties LLC. "We feel we have an
excellent working refationship with the City of Tucson, that being
founded, where it counts, in the neighborhoods around the pro-
ject."

The sale to Costco and start of construction caps five years of
planning, zoning, design and approvals and is a long awaited
major milestone in the Bridges project, said Jim Portner, Principal,
Projects International.

"Overall neighborhood support for the project was amazing and
we are eternally grateful for the encouragement and help we
received in that regard," said Eric Davis. "While all of the
neighbors were outstanding, we'd like to particularfy recognize
Mr. Willie Blake, Maqgie Gerring, Cindy Ayala, Charlotte Cruz and
James Christopher for their sustained leadership, hard work and
quidance throughout the process."

Early challenges with the big box ordinance and basic lack of
infrastructure were addressed by former Tucson Councilmember
Steve Leal who worked hand-in-hand with Pima County Supervi-
sor Ramon Valadez and retired Pima County Supervisor, Dan
Eckstrom. "We can't forget our friends at Pima County and their
contribution to this effort," Jim Portner said. "The public/private
partnership we executed with them was unique, and in the end a
major regional flood-control improvement was inteqrated into our
project that addressed flooding problems which had plagued the
surrounding neighborhoods for decades. Supervisor Valadez,
County Administrator Huckelberry and his support staff, and the
eadership within the Flood Control District deserve great credit
here."

"I want to thank Mr. Portner, Mr. Davis, the neighborhood associa-
tions and all county and city staff who worked on this project,'
said Councilmember Richard Fimbres. "This has been a great
partnership with our governmental entities, the private sector,
the Neighborhood Associations, which will make our community
an even better place."
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EL PUEBLO
SENIOR CENTER

The El Pueblo Senior Center is located at
101 West Irvington. (6th Avenue/Irvington)

The senior facility includes a social lounge
area, resource/ computer room, multipur-
pose room with kitchenette and public rest-
rooms.

Senior activity annual membership effective
July 1 will be: $25 City Resident/$30 Non-
City Resident. El Pueblo Senior Club, ages
50+. Senior Club business meetings are the
first Wednesday of every month, 10am to
noon.

———
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MEET THE WARD
5 INTERN!

My name is Adilene Villalobos. I
am the new summer intern at
Ward 5. I will be working there
for six weeks. I am from Tucson
Arizona. I am a Sunnyside High
School graduate. I just finished
my two years at Pima and will
continue my education in Iowa on
a basketball scholarship. I plan

vey, a second one will be forthcom-
| ing in the mail and something that
benefits all citizens if completed and

returned. on graduating with a bachelor’s
degree in criminal justice and
BEAT THE PEAK 2010 also to win a national title in bas-
ketball at Iowa Wesleyan Col-
CAMPAIGN lege.
LAUNCHING SOON!

Council Office Staff:

thara Jordan (Executive Assis-
nt), Eileen Contreras (Executive
sistant PT) Abe Marques

During the summer months of high demand Tucson Water
has kept the critical groundwater wells shut down due to
extra usage of water especially in the summer. The Beat the
Peak program will run throughout the year to raise aware-
ness of the importance of water efficiency and provide infor- N .
mation, tips and encouragement to customers tobe smart  (Gouncil Aide), Melinda Jacobs
water users. There have been some changes to the Beat the  (Bouncil Aide), Mark Kerr (Council

Peak program to reinforce efficient use of all of our water all Hide), Adilene Villalobos (Intern)

the time. Here are some of those changes:
TOURS STARTING!

The new Logo will have colors that reinforce the spirit of The Ward 5 Counil Office Is in the

Senior club members have access to the El

Beat the Peak (BTP). Green: Represents the efforts to de-
velop sustainable water supplies. Blue: Represents our
portable water sources. Purple: Represents our reclaimed

process of setting up tours of the Los
Reales Landfill/Recycle America and
Tucson Water. If interested, please

Pueblo Activity Center on Wednesday and
Friday from 6am to 8 pm. Senior activities
include field trips, game room, walking pro-
gram, Loteria, speakers, line dancing, crafts
and monthly potlucks.

El Pueblo Center Hours: Monday- Friday 6
am to 8 pm, Saturday 8 am to 4 pm, Sun-
day, closed and Holidays closed. Senior
Center hours (9 am—4 pm, M-F,
Sat./Sun/Holidays, closed) For more infor-
mation, call the Senior Center at 791-3250.

call the Ward 5 Council Office, 791-

water resources 4231.

Instead of focusing only on summer time water use, Tucson
water will be including messages that encourages water

SERVE ON A COMMITTEE

efficiency throughout the year. The Beat Peak program will
be redesigned to inform our customers to be efficient water
users all year round not just in the summer time. Beat the
Peak will focus especially on efficient irrigation of landscape.

Councilmember Richard Fimbres has openings
on the following Citizen’s Advisory Commis-
sions:

Parkwise, Women’s Commission, Environ-
. . . mental Services (Needs to be a Ward 5 Resi-
Presentation of the new campaign will be made to Mayor and  yene. pubiic art.
Council on Tuesday, June 15, 2010, 5:30 p.m. , For more Infor-

mation call 791-4331.

For more information, please call the Ward 5
Council Office, 791-4231.
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