
 
 

  

COSTCO's Grand Opening, Great Day for Ward5,  
City of Tucson and Pima County 

 

Tucson Marketplace at The Bridges opened its first anchor store, with a 148,000 
square foot Costco, 1650 E. Tucson Marketplace Blvd., on Thursday, April 14th. 
Costco had purchased a 15.5 acre site from Tucson Retail., LLC, a partnership of 
Eastbourne Investments Ltd, Genesis Tucson LLC and Retail West Properties, 
LLC. "This is a great opportunity for Ward 5 and the City of Tucson, "We're very 
excited for what this new store brings to Ward 5 and Tucson.” said Vice Mayor  
Fimbres.  
 

Costco constructed its building in 110 days thanks to Borderlands Construction, a 
Tucson based construction company. In addition to the 148,000 square foot 
Costco, the new store will include a Costco Fuel Center and potential building sites 
for additional businesses including retail shops, restaurants and anchor stores. 
 

“The leadership of the Ward 5 office under the guidance of Vice Mayor Richard 
Fimbres has been instrumental in advancing the project to this beginning,” said 
Eric Davis, President of Retail West Properties LLC. “We feel we have an excellent 
working relationship with the City of Tucson, that being founded, where it counts, in 
the neighborhoods around the project. “ 
 

“Overall neighborhood support for the project was amazing and we are eternally 
grateful for the encouragement and help we received in that regard,” said Eric 
Davis. “While all of the neighbors were outstanding, we'd like to particularly recog-
nize Mr. Willie Blake, Maggie Gerring, Cindy Ayala, Charlotte Cruz and James 
Christopher for their sustained leadership, hard work and guidance throughout the 
process.” 
 

“We can’t forget our friends at Pima County and their contribution to this effort,”  
Jim Portner said. “The public/private partnership we executed with them was 
unique, and in the end a major regional flood-control improvement was integrated 
into our project that addressed flooding problems which had plagued the surround-
ing neighborhoods for decades. Supervisor Valadez, County Administrator Huckel-
berry and his support staff, and the leadership within the Flood Control District de-
serve great credit here.” City of Tucson staff was instrumental in achieving the de-
manding schedule that was necessary to get the Costco project approved on time.  
 
Continues on page 2 
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FREQUENTLY USED 
PHONE NUMBERS 

    Emergency Services 
TPD  & TFD 

DIAL 911 

Permits 791-5550 
Housing Assistance  
  791-4739 

TCC - 791-5522 
 

Code Enforcement  & 
Graffiti removal 
792-CITY (2489)  

Trash Pick up & 
Environmental  
Services 791-3171 

Transportation  & 
Street Maintenance  
  - 791-3154  

Tucson Water 
Billing - 791-3242 
Public Info. - 791-4331 

 

Personal Blog at:  
badger73.blogspot.com 
 
Also online at  
Facebook.com/
richardgfimbres 
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"I want to thank Mr. Portner, Mr. Davis, the neighborhood associations and all 
county and city staff who worked on this project," said Vice Mayor Richard Fim-
bres. "This has been a great partnership with our governmental entities, the pri-
vate sector, the Neighborhood Associations, which will make our community an 
even better place." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Community Mural Paint Day Beautifies and Unifies Barrio Centro New 
Program Seeks to Deter Graffiti through Murals 
 
On Saturday, April 2, at Lucky Wishbone 2712 E. 22nd Steet the Barrio Centro 
Association , Tucson Arts Brigade, Lucky Wishbone and Howenstine High Mag-
net School hosted a Community Mural Paint Day. The 176 foot neighborhood 
history mural was designed over a sixteen month period by Barrio Centro resi-
dents of all ages. Lead TAB mural Artist Michael Schwartz, neighbors, Howen-
stine High Magnet School teacher Tempest Alabi-Isama and students are lead-
ing the painting process that will continue through the end of May. 
  
This project is part of a new city wide TAB anti-graffiti network initiative entitled 
“Beautify and Unify”. The Beautify and Unify program is a series of murals that 
are being designed and painted by youth, adults, and elders throughout Tucson. 
This participant-driven intergenerational process includes Elder Shares, 
Neighborhood Arts Workshops, Mural Workshops for Youth, and Community 
Paint Days. 
  
This timely new program offers a viable solution to graffiti, social isolation and 
property damage by working with our community to collaboratively create works 
of art. TAB employs a fun, inclusive civic engagement and approval process. 
Our curriculum integrates the City of Tucson process for accepting works of art 
and the TPAC Public Art and Community Design Committee process. This pro-
gram also includes a financial literacy and workforce development, youth artists 
are paid a stipend and help in opening a savings account. Funding for the Barrio 
Centro History Mural has been made available by Pro Neighborhoods, Tucson 
Pima Arts Council (TPAC)/ Kresge in Tucson, Lucky Wishbone and the Union 
Pacific Foundation. 
  
 
 
Continues on page 3  
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 Help those who are in 
need.   Give to the 
Community food Bank.  
For more information, 
call 520-622-0525 

Ward 5 Council  
Office Staff 
 
Executive Assistant 
Eileen S. Contreras 
 
Council Aides 
Melinda Jacobs 
Mark Kerr 
 
Interns 
Greg Collins 
Jesse Orellana 
Jhoalan Preciado 
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Barrio Centro Association was established as a neighborhood association in 2003. 
German Quiroga, Chairman Barrio Centro Association states; “Graffiti abatement 
has always been one of our goals, along with traffic calming. It is my belief that we 
as a community must engage our youths in worthwhile activities to steer them 
away from non-productive ones. Every life we touch, the better our community is.” 
  
The project started when Officer Danielson, TPD, proposed a beautification project 
along the Aviation Bikeway at our September 2009 BCA meeting and recom-
mended Tucson Arts Brigade. At our November 2009 meeting, the Tucson Arts 
Brigade presented a slide show about their Mural/ Graffiti diversion program to the 
neighborhood. The response was overwhelmingly in support and a planning com-
mittee was formed. After sixteen months of design workshops, interviews and sur-
veys the mural has been outlined on the wall in preparation for Community Paint 
Day on April 2. Visit the project blog at: http://barriocentromural.blogspot.com/ 

 
Reminders 

  

 Ward 5 is the drop off point for  

 Pima Council on Aging cell phone Collection  
 Community Food Bank donations 
 

 Trees for Tucson Program—Low cost trees for home shade & energy effi-
ciency available Questions? Call (520) 791-3109 

 
 Buffelgrass, fountaingrass and invasive plant removal efforts and education 

events going on.  For more information visit www.buffelgrass.org 
 
 Water Harvesting and conservation opportunities.  For more information call 

(520) 622-3861x3437 
Upcoming Events 

 
     12th Annual Pre-Easter Eggstravaganza for children 3-12 years old—Saturday,     
     April 23, 2011 9:30am –1pm at the NW Neighborhood Center, 2160 N. 6th Ave        
     Questions? Call (520) 791-3247 
 
     National Infant Immunization Week -April 24-30 
     Inaugural Ceremony, Tuesday, April 26, 2011 from 9-10:30 am 
     El Pueblo Community Health Center, 101 W. Irvington Rd. #10 
     International Speakers & Health Fair 
 
     The 26th annual TKMA Tucson Folk Festival is Saturday 
     and Sunday, April 30th and May 1st, in and around El  
     Presidio Park and the Tucson Museum of  Art in downtown  
     Tucson. This free, family-friendly festival offers more than  
     120 performers on four stages, plus arts and crafts, food  
     vendors, music workshops and much more. Saturday noon- 
     10pm, Sunday 11am-9pm. Learn more at  
     www.TucsonFolkFest.org. Come on down if you can, but  
     when you can't you can tune into 91.3 KXCI Community 
     Radio to listen to a broadcast of the Main Stage of the Folk  
     Festival or listen on line at www.kxci.org.    
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Pan Left Productions Annual Brunch to Honor David Tineo 
  
Sunday, May 15 from 10:30 am – 12:30 am at El Parador Restaurant, 2744 E. 
Broadway Blvd. 
 
Reserve your tickets today--$35 per person or $350 for a table of 10. Call (520) 
792-9171 ext. 1 or email panleft@panleft.org for more information. Each reserva-
tion you make enters you into a drawing to win Tineo's “Eve” pictured above. Addi-
tional drawing tickets can be purchased for $10 each.  
 
This year's theme is Just Art: Celebrating Artists and Social Justice. The brunch 
will feature a full buffet and a sneak peek screening of Solo Tineo, a documentary 
on the life and work of David Tineo by Director Angela Soto. David Tineo will also 
speak about his work and pull the winning drawing ticket for the painting. Proceeds 
to benefit Pan Left Productions. Learn more at www.panleft.net.  
 
Pan Left is a membership-driven collective of progressive media artists, activists 
and their supporters. We are the communities we serve—Latino/Latina, Native 
American, African American, the formerly homeless, immigrants, youth, LGBTQ 
people and their allies—and our projects and programs grow out of the needs of 
these communities. 
 
Drug Take-Back Event 
Saturday, April 30.   10 am - 2 pm 
7 locations, see below 
For more information, contact www.disposeamed.pima.gov ( http://
www.disposeamed.pima.gov/ ) or call 520-443-6040 
   

Have unused prescription medications? Not sure what to do with them? Clean out 
your medicine cabinet and bring your outdated medications to a drop off location 
near you.  
  

Come out during National Take Back Day and have them disposed of properly. 
  

Local law enforcement agencies are partnered with US Drug Enforcement Admini-
stration to assign locations where you can safely drop off unused medications.  
  

Why Dispose of Medications on April 30 at these Locations? 
Disposing of unused medications properly can keep dangerous medicines away 
from children, helps the environment- don't flush those medicines down the toilet! 
Non-medical use of prescription pain relievers is now second-most prevalent form 
of illicit drug in the nation 
 

Take Your Unused Medication to Any of these Locations: 
 

Tucson Police Department, Downtown, 270 S Stone Ave 
Tucson Police Department, East, 9670 E Golf Links 
University of AZ Police Department, 1852 E First St 
South Tucson Police Department, 1601 S 6th Ave lobby entrance 
Marana Police Department, the Target Store site at 3901 W Ina Road 
Oro Valley Police Department, the Target Store site at 1st and Oracle- 10555 N 
Oracle Road 
Pima County Sheriff's Department, Safeway Store at 9705 N Thornydale 
 
For more information, contact www.disposeamed.pima.gov or call 520-443-6040  
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