
Dear Friends: 

 

It was six years ago this month the ribbon was cut on the Costco located at the Tucson 

Marketplace at the Bridges. 

 

Costco’s founder, Jim Senegal attending the ribbon cutting of their new store. 

 

On the day of their opening, 733 people signed up as members of Costco.  The Costco 

store at the Bridges had $741,000 in sales in their first day, setting a new first day re-

cord for them. 

 

This Costco initially created 150 new jobs but has expanded its workforce to 250 since. 

 

The Costco at the Bridges was one of the first pieces of the Renaissance of Ward 5 and 

the South side. 

 

Six years later in April, Ward 5 and the community celebrated the ribbon cutting of the 

first Dave and Buster’s, located at the Bridges. 

 

More than 230 jobs were created with the opening of the Dave & Buster’s at the 

Bridges.  Management of Dave & Buster’s announced that they will be hiring an addi-

tional 40 employees over the next couple of months. 

 

Costco and Dave & Buster’s have been joined by Wal-Mart, CenturyMark 14 Theater, 

Lin’s Grand Buffet, Starbucks, Mattress Firm, Sprint, AT&T, Verizon, McDonald’s, 

Culver’s, Sport Clips, Planet Fitness and King Smoothie, naming several of the many 

businesses that have opened up at the Bridges, creating more than 1,200 jobs alone. 

 

I want to again thank the four neighborhoods: South Park, Las Vistas, Western Hills and 

Pueblo Gardens for their work on the Bridges.  I also want to thank Eric Davis  

 

The Bridges is five minutes from downtown, five minutes from the U of A and four min-

utes from the airport.  It is key to our cities success.   

 

We hope this year to see the construction of the first building at the U of A Tech Park 

at Kino and 36
th

 Street. 

 

Curacao, Quik-Trip, Bruker Nano, VXI Tucson, Alorica, Goodwill Industries, located in 

Ward 5, naming several of many, opened their doors or expanded their businesses. 
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Raytheon announced their expansion, adding 1,975 jobs and HomeGoods Distribution Center opened, 

adding 1,100 jobs. 

 

More than 7,000 jobs have been created in Ward 5 during my time.  More than any other Ward in the 

City.   

 

As opposed to developments in the downtown, which have relied on GPLET agreements, the develop-

ments in Ward 5 have not.  This means the sales tax and other revenues to the City are immediate. 

 

The most economic growth over the past seven years has come from Ward 5 and the Southside.   

 

The work to change the perception of Ward 5 and the Southside is succeeding, creating the opportu-

nities residents want and deserve. 

 

Peace. 

 

 

 

 

 

Richard G. Fimbres 

Your Ward 5 Councilmember 

 

 

Dave & Buster’s Grand Opening 

Another piece of the Renaissance of Ward 5 and the 

South opened on Monday, April 3, was the grand 

opening of the Dave and Buster’s at the Tucson Mar-

ketplace at the Bridges.   

 

More than 1,000 people turned out for the opening 

to enjoy great food and the 135 games in Tucson’s 

first Dave and Buster’s. 

 

I want to thank Ed Childs, general manager and staff 

for their work for the grand opening.  Dave and 

Buster’s will employ 270 people.   

 

I also want to thank the four neighborhoods: South Park, Pueblo Gardens, Las Vistas and Western Hills 

II for their work on the Bridges and collaborating with the developers, that took a piece of land for 

weeds and garbage and turning into the Bridges for which all of Ward 5 and the City of Tucson uses 

and enjoys. 
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LULAC Educational Scholarship Banquet A Success! 

More than 500 people attended the 28th Annual LULAC 

Educational Scholarship Banquet, held April 6 at the 

DoubleTree Hotel.  Thanks to the efforts of volunteers and 

support from individuals, businesses and organizations, 

the 28th Annual LULAC Educational Scholarship Banquet 

was a success. 

 

Receiving the LULAC Presidential Citation Award were:  

 

Pascua Yaqui Tribe Chairman Robert Valencia,  

Educator Dr. H.T. Sanchez Ed.D,  Rigoberto Lopez and 

Maria Lopez of Rigo’s Restaurants, Margie Trujillo-Farmer 

with the Pima County Library, Dr. Sofia Martinez Ramos 

with the Mexican American Studies Department  at the 

University of Arizona and, Pima Community College Ath-

letic Director, Edgar Soto.   

 

Receiving the Soldado de Cuero Lifetime Achievement 

Award were:  

 

Florencio Zaragoza, President of Fundacion Mexico,  

Martha Vasquez of Positive Changes and,  Enrique Serna, former South Tucson City Manager and Man-

ager with the Pima County Government.     

 

These individuals were honored for their work and commitment to bettering the lives of youth and our 

community. 

 

Those in attendance received an update about the LULAC/SAIL 

Youth Leadership Conference, held March 31 at Pima Community 

College West Campus, which 1,200 students, grades 9-12, from 

schools across Tucson and Southern Arizona, took part.  More than 

119,000 students have taken part in the Youth Leadership Confer-

ence since its inception in 1988.  Congratulations to the Youth 

Leadership Conference organizing committee for their work and 

success. 

 

Proceeds from the banquet go to support the LULAC Youth Leadership Conference 

and LULAC’s effort to send students to attend the LULAC Washington National 

Youth Leadership Seminar and to provide scholarships with LULAC’s National 

Scholarship Foundation.   

 

For more information, go online to lulacylc.org. 
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Proposition 101 Update  

The ballots have been mailed out for 

the May 16 election on Proposition 

101, the proposed half-cent sales tax 

measure. 

 

The City of Tucson is asking voters to 

consider a half-cent sales tax increase 

over the next five years.  

 

The funds collected over the five-year 

period would be split with $100 million 

being used to restore, repair, and resurface City streets, and $150 million would be spent on vehi-

cles, equipment, and facilities for the Tucson Police Department and Tucson Fire Department.  

 

A half-cent sales tax increase is estimated to cost each household member in the City of Tucson ap-

proximately $3 per month over the course of the five-year period. 

 

Of the $250 million projected to be collected under Proposition 101, $100 million would be used for 

road repair. 

 

Approximately 60 percent of the half-cent sales tax funds would be used for major roads, and the 

remainder would be allocated to repair of residential streets.  

 

Residential roads for repairs would be selected by a citizens oversight commission, which also would 

oversee the road work for the half-cent sales tax program. 

 

Streets were selected for repair based on a comprehensive engineering analysis of the condition of 

city streets. 

 

Of the $250 million projected to be collected under Proposition 101, $150 million would be used for 

vehicles, equipment, and facilities for the Tucson Fire and Police departments. 

 

Nearly $55 million is scheduled for public safety vehicles, including police patrol cars, fire trucks, 

ambulances, police motorcycles, and other specialized and nonspecialized public safety vehicles. 

 

A new south side police substation, police academy training track, a new southeast side police an-

nex, and five fire station rebuilds are included investments in the facilities category. 

 

Firefighter protective gear, police-worn body cameras, laptops, ballistic vests, and paramedic car-

diac monitors are part of the more than $20 million pledged for public safety equipment. 
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 Funds can only be spent on items identified in the Prop 101 plan.   

 

Citizens’ Public Safety Oversight Commission would oversee Prop 101 public safety expenditures. 

Current citizens’ Bond Oversight Commission would oversee the road repair plan and designate resi-

dential streets for repair.  Both commissions will be made up of citizens appointed by the Mayor 

and Council and the City Manager.  Commissions will meet regularly and publicly and create annual 

reports. 

 

This is proposal is for only five years only.  If approved by voters, Tucson’s rate would be the same 

as Marana’s and Oro Valley’s, 2.5%.  The language of the proposition does not allow the Mayor and 

Council to spend funds on other projects.   

 

The Mayor and Council, working with the City Manager have passed a structurally balanced budget, 

revenues meet the expenses.  The City has 4,500 employees.  When I took office, the City had 6,600 

employees. 

 

Budgets have been reduced and changes made in city operations but there is work needed on 

roads, police cars and fire trucks.  Proposition 101 would repair more roads and police and fire 

would get the newer vehicles needed to answer the calls.  It is a measure worth considering. 

 

For more information, please call the City Clerk’s office, 791-4213. 

 

 

Valencia Road Update 

Here is an update on the Road Recovery 

Bond Program work on 12th Avenue, Valen-

cia Road and Plumer Avenue. 

 

Crews continue to raise manhole covers 

and water valve covers on 12th Avenue 

from 44th Street to Santa Paula (Valencia).  

 

Crews finished patch paving on Valencia 

Road from Campbell Avenue to 12th Ave-

nue. Raising manhole covers and water 

valve covers will begin on Monday, May 1, 

2017 through Friday, May 12, 2017. Again, 

travel lane restrictions will be in place to 

allow concrete to cure for 24 hours. 

 

Crews will begin lowering manhole covers and water valve covers on Plumer Avenue from Medina 

Road to Elvira Road with milling and paving work scheduled to begin on Monday, May 1. 
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 Tucson Homeless Work Program Update 

I and my staff began holding coalition meetings on homelessness in October of 2015. The initial pur-

pose of meeting was to better understand our community’s current services, what our community 

was doing well, what we were doing poorly and increase the amount of collaboration. 

 

My office staff, Mark Kerr and Matt Pate, simultaneously began researching other cities for innova-

tive ideas that worked to guide donations to services in a way that would maximize their impact 

while at the same time giving homeless people a way to earn some income. 

 

In 2016, I held meetings with community stakeholders to gauge buy-in, understand the challenges 

and willingness to participate in such a program.  

 

Through this collaborative effort came the Tucson Homeless  Work Program which thanks to the 

Mayor and Council’s support, as well  as Pima County, totaling $50,000, the Tucson Homeless Work 

Program had  its initial funding. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The program was launched on December 6 and just completed its fourth month with 113 individu-

als, 12 clients have been moved into stable housing, 16 achieving employment and 9 signed up for 

behavioral health services.  

 

One person purchased a bus ticket to go home and one bought the car part he needed to continue 

from Tucson. A total of 82 different sites have been cleaned, as well as 43.5 miles of roadway and 

22,645 pounds of trash were cleared (11 tons). 

 

The private sector has stepped up. HSL Foundation provided a matching  contribution of $50,000, 

Wal-Mart ($10,000 plus winter blankets), Cox Communications ($5,000), Southwest Gas ($2,500) 

and Tucson Medical Center ($3,000). I want to thank them for their support of the Tucson  Home-

less Work Program. 
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 I also want to thank: Tom Litwicki, Terry Galligan and 

Mike Thomas with Old Pueblo Community Services for 

administering the Tucson Homeless Work Program, Greg 

Taylor with Cenpatico, Linda Shmyr and DeAnna Barber 

with Catholic Community Services, Salvation Army, 

Emma Hochenberg with the Primavera Foundation, 

Nancy Johnson with El Rio, Kristen Culliney with Caridad 

Community Kitchen and Ruth Ann Smithrud with the St. 

Andrew’s  Presbyterian Church, Rudy Trinidad with Com-

munity Bridges, Keith Jeffrey,  City Manager Michael Or-

tega, County Administrator Chuck Huckleberry, Deputy 

County Administrator Jan Lesher, Tucson Department of Transportation and Tucson’s Environ-

mental Services Department. 

 

On May 10, another result of these coali-

tion meetings will be the Tucson Change 

Movement, where 20 meters will be 

placed strategically in the City of Tucson, 

so that people can make a donation to 

help the homeless. This idea was the col-

laboration between my office, the  Down-

town Tucson Partnership, Fourth Avenue 

Merchants Association and  Park Tucson. 

In addition, there will be donation stations at the Tucson Airport. I want to thank John Jacobs, Fred 

Ronstadt, Donovan Durband and Bonnie Allin for their work with the Tucson Change Movement. 

 

From dealing with winter shelters, heat respite, obtaining blankets,  getting Sister Jose’s a location, 

getting service providers into courtrooms to cut jail bed costs, changing the City’s policy so that 

more homeless are placed in housing, beds and shelter to outreach and better communication and 

service delivery, these coalition meetings and work have resulted in successes. 

 

Art Project To Honor Quincie Douglas and Buffalo Soldiers 

Three new murals will enhance buildings in Ward 5 due to mine as well as my staff’s efforts securing 

funding through the Transportation Art by Youth Summer Program.  The $50,000 award from the 

Pima Association of Governments (PAG) will be split between the artist involved in the project and 

local students from the area. The project is a partnership between the Ward 5 Council Office, the 

Arts Foundation for Tucson and Southern Arizona, Tucson Department of Transportation (TDOT), 

and PAG.  The first location for the proposed artwork will be at the Quincie Douglas Center (two mu-

rals), 36th Street and Kino Parkway, and the second location will be near the Ward 5 Office at Fair 

Street and Park Avenue. The Quincie Douglas Center murals will honor both Douglas and the Buffalo 

Soldiers. The mural near the Ward 5 Office will represent the strong military heritage of the area.  

For more information on the project and the selection of a teaching artist, please visit the Arts 

Foundation for Tucson and Southern Arizona website, artsfound.org 
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 Sister Jose’s Dedication 

April 20 was the dedication 

and ribbon cutting for Sister 

Jose's Women's Center, lo-

cated in Ward 5. 

 

I along with my staff of Mark 

Kerr, Matt Pate and Lupita 

Robles, held meetings with 

five surrounding neighbor-

hoods and their leaders and 

Jean Fedigan and staff from 

Sister Jose's. 

 

The neighborhoods were supportive and Sister Jose's proceeded to get their new location in the Mill-

ville Neighborhood. Congratulations to Jean Fedigan of Sister Jose’s, the staff and Monsignor Tom 

Cahalane for their work helping those women in need. I want to thank Pedro Gonzales of Barrio 

Viejo, Nicole Gonzales of Barrio Santa Rosa, Angie Quiroz of Barrio Santa Rita, Tim Vanderpool and 

John Burr of Armory Park for meeting 

and expressing their support. 

 

I especially want to thank George Kalil 

of the Millville Neighborhood Associa-

tion for his support and work for Sister 

Jose's. 

 

I worked to get final approval by 

Mayor and Council. My staff, led by 

my Chief of Staff Mark Kerr and Matt 

Pate, worked to help Sister Jose's 

through its construction, which 

opened its doors on April 23. 

 

Czarina’s Kitchen Dedication 

Sister Jose's Women Center, is committed to care and nature home-

less women. Providing them with beds and food; and giving encour-

agement and support to those ladies in need.  Sister Jose’s opened 

their doors this month. 

 

Thanks to the kindness and generosity of Mrs. Czarina Lopez and her 

husband Mr. Humberto López and the HSL Foundation, they have 

achieved the construction of an industrial kitchen "Czarina's Kitchen" 

which will provide warm meals for more than 30,000 homeless 

women a year. 
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 PCC Address to Sunnyside and DVHS Students 

On Tuesday, April 11, I had the opportunity to speak at the Pima Community College – Desert Vista 

Campus Student Orientation.  Students from Sunnyside High School and Desert View High School 

were present, looking at Pima College to continue their education. 

 

I want to thank Pima Community College for 

its work, and commitment to their students. 

It was great that the college had such distin-

guished speakers as Dustin Williams, Pima 

County's School Superintendent, Steve 

Holmes, the Superintendent for the Sunny-

side School District, Dr. Lee D. Lambert, Chan-

cellor of Pima Community College, Paul Cicala 

from KVOA Channel 4 and Luis Gonzales, 

Member of the Pima Community College 

Governing Board for District 5, the area that 

the Desert View Campus is located. I want to thank Dolores Duran-Cerda Choice, Fernando Munguia 

and the staff at Pima Community College's Desert Vista Campus and Rosie Garcia, for the opportunity 

again to speak to the students. Education is the key to success. 

 

Awesome day at Pima Community College Desert Vista Campus with true leaders in our community 

congratulating seniors from Sunnyside and Desert View High School at Orientation Institute. Thank 

you Dolores Duran-Cerda Choice, Paul Cicala, Richard G. Fimbres, Lee Lambert, Steve Holmes, Dustin 

Williams, Luis Gonzales, Ted Roush. Through your words of congratulations and encouragement 

many of these students can fulfill their dreams.  

 
 

MADD Candlelight Vigil 

The Pima County Chapter of Mother’s 

Against Drunk Driving (MADD) held their 

annual candlelight vigil, Saturday, April 15, 

at Brandi Fenton Memorial Park.  I was 

asked by MADD to speak at the vigil.   

MADD honored the 69 people injured or 

who lost their lives in a drunk driving acci-

dent. 

 

I want to thank Maria Ornelas and MADD 

for the opportunity to speak.  I also want to 

thank everyone who turned out for the 

vigil, including Tucson Police, Oro Valley 

Police and the Pima County Sheriff’s De-

partment. 
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 Tucson Troop Support Celebrates Easter 

On Saturday, April 8, I attended Tucson Troop Support 

Easter Basket and Cake Walk Event at Reid Park.   

 

Tucson Troop Support had a picnic and made Easter Baskets 

for the children of service members in Tucson who could 

not be there for Easter.   

 

Congratulations to Clarissa Geberkoff, Melvin Johnson and 

Tucson Troop Support for your work and success. 

 

 

Arizona Rangers 60
th

 Anniversary 

The Arizona Rangers Celebrated their 60th Anniversary with a Proclamation issued during a cere-

mony at TPD’s Hardesty Substation on Monday, April 17.  The Arizona Rangers are under the direct 

supervision and control of established local and state police officials in Arizona providing law en-

forcement assistance when necessary. They also are heavily involved in community service work and 

provide support to the youth of many Arizona towns and cities.  The Arizona Rangers have provided 

leadership to the communities that they serve and have held high the traditions of law, honor and 

dignity that the original founders instilled so many years ago.  I want to congratulate the Arizona 

Rangers, Major Dave Bruce, Captain Walter Ayers and the Rangers in Tucson for a job well done and 

continued success. 

 

Kruzin' For Kidz Bike and Car Show 

This event to help children in foster care in Southern Arizona will take place, Saturday, May 20, 2017 

from 5 to 9 PM.  This is a Bike and car show with a $10 entry fee for bikes and cars participating. 

Food and drink for sale.  For more information, call (520) 306-0868. 

 

Neighborhood Update 

The Cherry Avenue Neighborhood Association will hold its next meeting at 10:00 am on Saturday, 

June 17th, at the Cherry Avenue Recreation Center, 5085 S. Cherry. If you are a homeowner or ten-

ant living in the area between Irvington and Drexel, between Park Avenue and Tucson Boulevard, you 

are a CANA resident, so come and meet some of your neighbors. Childcare is not provided but the 

Rec Center does have an outside playground and small picnic area. 

 

Ward 5 Hosts Hispanic Chamber of Commerce Event 

On April 11, I was glad to been able to host a business conference by the 

Hispanic Chamber of Commerce at the Ward 5 Council Office. It was great 

to meet local business owners from Ward 5 networking with the Hispanic 

Chamber. 
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Ward 5 City Council Office 
4300 S. Park Avenue 

Tucson Arizona 85714 

Phone: 520-791-4231 
Fax: 520-791-3188 

Ward5@tucsonaz.gov 

http://cms3.tucsonaz.gov/

wardfive 
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Emergency Services 
Tucson Police Department or Tucson Fire Department 

DIAL 911 
 

Permits 
Planning and Development Services Department  

791-5550 
 

Housing Assistance 
City of Tucson Community Services Department 

791-4739 
 

Tucson Convention Center 
791-4101 

 
Code Enforcement & Graffiti Removal 

792-CITY (2489) 
 

Trash Pick Up & Environmental Services 
City of Tucson Environmental Services Department 

791-3171 
 

Transportation & Street Maintenance 
Tucson Department of Transportation 

791-3154 
 

Tucson Water Department 
Billing - 791-3242 

Public Information - 791-4331 
 

Park Tucson 
791-5071 

 
Pima Animal Care 

243-5900 

Frequently Used Phone Numbers 

 Help those who are in need. 
Give to the Community Food Bank.   

For more information call: 520-622-0525 

https://
www.facebook.com/

fimbresfortucson 

Stay Informed! 
Visit our other 

information outlets: 

To unsubscribe to this newsletter please send an email to:  

Ward5@tucsonaz.gov 

and include the word unsubscribe in subject line. 
 


