
Dear Friends: 

 

I want to wish everyone and their families and friends a Happy New Year. 

 

It has been an honor and privilege serving as your Councilmember for Tucson’s Ward 5. 

During my time on the Council a lot has happened and we have faced many chal-

lenges,  but as I have said, “when times are tough, Tucsonans roll up their sleeves and 

come together to solve the issue.” 

 

It is been a pleasure working with my colleagues on the Council as well as with the con-

stituents, neighborhoods and businesses in Ward 5, the City of Tucson, Pima County, 

the State of Arizona and our national elected officials on the issues at hand. 

 

Our work continues to bring Tucson through the dark economic tunnel that we’ve 

been in since the Great Recession. 

 

When I was sworn into office in 2009, I got the message voters sent in terms of what 

was needed: reforming city government, economic development and creating jobs. 

 

During my time on the Council, we have accomplished much of this, drawing new busi-

nesses to Ward 5, helping other businesses expand their operations, annexing property 

and fighting to ensure that barriers to economic development are addressed, averted 

and that doors for new businesses are open. 

 

What we did, thanks to these efforts, has created much needed economic develop-

ment and his has lead to the Renaissance of the South Side and the whole City. 

 

From the recent announcement of the expansion of Raytheon, the construction of the 

HomeGoods Distribution Center, the expansion of VXI Tucson, Modular Mining CAID 

Industries, Alorica, the construction of the CenturyMark 14 Theater, the opening of 

Shared Services, Body Central, Purcell Tire, Guardvant, Centene and the Culver’s, 

McDonald’s, Planet Fitness  and Lin’s Grand Buffet, to name several of many that oc-

curred, more than 4,000 new jobs have been created in Ward 5 over the past four 

years alone. 

 

New businesses, new jobs, new opportunities for Ward 5 and  our community. 
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I have held Town Hall meetings, Business and Community Forums, and updating constituents on is-

sues of concern as well as through E-mail, Facebook and this newsletter. I have worked to try to keep 

you informed of what is going on and to make Ward 5 a better place to live, work, operate a business 

and raise a family. 

 

My efforts also included how the City of Tucson government works and to improve how your taxpayer 

dollars are spent.  While on the Council, I have brought changes to the Certificate of Occupancy Proc-

ess and the Land Use Code which has resulted in hundreds of new businesses opening their doors, 

employing many Tucsonans and generating hundreds of millions in revenue. 

 

For Tucson to succeed, the City government must spend its limited dollars wisely, and with that, I 

brought forward changes to how the City spends its money for goods and services.  For example, I 

have led the effort to change how the City purchases materials by utilizing the P-Card, instead of writ-

ing checks.  Through my efforts, the City has saved more than $4.6 million last year alone, in costs, 

while getting a rebate check last year of $850,000, thanks to using the P-Card. 

 

Working with the private sector, I helped to form “Bring Back the Splash,” which raised $100,000 in 

sponsorships and opened eight city swimming pools that were to be closed due to budget cuts. 

I brought forward a proposal to end the restrictions on advertising on Sun Tran buses.  My proposal 

generated more than $500,000 in advertising revenue for Sun Tran and more than $125,000 for Sun 

Link. 

 

I brought forward the proposal to change the City of Tucson’s impoundment vehicle process which 

now brings in more than $3.0 million to go for cost recovery for TPD.  Prior to this proposal, the City 

was getting nothing in return for the impounded vehicles that had been abandoned by their owners. 

 

New ideas, new approach, proven results. 

 

I have led the fight to keep the Cherrybell Post Office and Processing Center open and my efforts have 

taken Cherrybell  from being closed in 2011 to still operating six years later.  Cherrybell serves 1.5 mil-

lion people in Southern Arizona and 26,000 businesses.   

 

Seniors get their pension checks in the mail and Veterans, Seniors and others get their prescriptions 

through the mail from Cherrybell.  It is important that Tucson and Southern Arizona’s post office and 

processing center remains open.  It is important for further growth in Southern Arizona. 

 

I formed the Tucson Homeless Work Program (HWP), an effort that helps to clean roadways, streets, 

traffic circles, alleys, and parcels while getting the homeless who are doing this work into services and 

housing.  In the first month of the Tucson HWP alone, 45 people have been assisted and they have 

cleaned 18 miles of roadway (238 blocks), 50 traffic circles and clearing more than two tons of trash 

and got services, housing and shelter.  This is not a government program, but a partnership between 

the private sector, service providers and city and county government which is showing results. 
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During my time on the Council, a lot has been accomplished to get Tucson back on its feet, but there is 

work still to be done.  Much has been accomplished but there is still work to be finished to make Tucson 

an even better place to live, work, open and operate a business and to raise a family.   

 

I have been blessed with a great staff through my time on the City Council, starting with my Chief of 

Staff, Mark Kerr, Matt Pate, Lupita Robles and Mary Kuchar.  We have worked hard to improve the qual-

ity of life for all in our great city.  Thank you again for the opportunity  to serve as your  Ward 5 Council-

member. 

 

Peace. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Your Ward 5 Councilmember 

 

Valencia Road Update 

 

Road work and repair along Valencia Road, from 12
th

 Avenue to Al-

vernon Way is in progress.  The road work and repair came thanks to 

lobbying from Tucson Ward 5 Councilmember Richard Fimbres. 

  

Crews have been installing underground electrical conduit, lowering 

manhole covers and water valve covers and will followed by milling 

(removing asphalt) and repaving. 

  

“Valencia Road is the Gateway to downtown from the Airport ,” Councilmember Richard Fimbres 

said.  “For our city to grow and succeed, Valencia Road must be able to carry all car and truck traffic.” 

  

Funding for the Valencia Road Project came from Proposition 409, the voter approved, $100 million, 

street bond program.  Southern Arizona Paving and Construction is the company doing the road work, 

through a contract with the Tucson Department of Transportation.  The construction crews have been 

working both day and night shifts to meet the mid-February deadline for completion. 

 

“Through their efforts and savings, the Tucson Department of Transportation (TDOT) were able to have 

additional funding from Proposition 409 to complete road projects, such as Valencia Road,” Council-

member Richard Fimbres said.  “I want to thank TDOT Director Daryl Cole and staff for their efforts, re-

sulting in Valencia Road work that is being done.” 

 

In addition to the road work on Valencia, a crossing HAWK was also installed near Bruker Nano and 

Modular Mining, VXI Industries and Alorica on Valencia near East Hemisphere Loop, to help work to en-

sure the safety of pedestrians in the area. 



City Page 4         

 

New School Semester Has Started 

 

With the New Year, a new school semester has started in Tucson.   The school zone 15 miles per 

hour signs are out in the morning and afternoon, with crossing guards helping students cross our 

streets to  schools.  The University of Arizona and Pima College are starting their Spring semesters.  

College students are moving into the dorms and houses in our neighborhoods. 

 

My office gathered information, to inform everyone who may not know about or to remind people 

of some of the rules about parking;   

 

The dates of times for trash pick up; 

 

The dates for upcoming Brush and Bulky pickup 

 

Noise levels and what to do about loud parties and 

 

Parking is a permitted use on any portion of a property provided the vehicles do not block City right-

of-way (sidewalks, alleys).  Also, when you park your car, please don’t block access to your 

neighbor’s mail box.  If you are intending to have an event, be courteous and let your neighbors 

know about the event and when parking will be available on the street.   Please ensure all vehicles 

have current registration and are operable.     

 

About your trash: 

 

The dates for the trash pick up are as follows. 

 

For the Miles, Barrio San Antonio, and the Arroyo Chico Neighborhoods, the trash pick up is every 

Friday between 6 AM and 4 PM.     

 

For all other neighborhoods in Ward 5, go online to: https://

maps2.tucsonaz.gov/zoomtucson/, enter your address and 

click on Trash Pick Up on the column to the right.   If you 

don’t have access to a computer and you have questions 

about your pickup date, please call Environmental Services, 

791—3171. 

 

Please have your trash and recycle containers out to the 

street and on those days, please try not to block mail boxes 

and drive ways.  To reduce flies and odor, please bag and 

securely tie all your trash and do not over fill containers.  Never place hot ash or coals, or other 

burning materials in containers.  Yard waste may be disposed of, as long as it fits within the con-

tainer with the lid closed.  Don’t leave your containers out past your pick up date.  Please return it 

to the space you have on your yard.  For any damaged trash containers, contact Environmental Ser-

vices at 791-3171. 
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 Crews visit each of Tucson's 26 residential trash service ar-

eas twice each year to provide Brush and Bulky collection. This 

is your opportunity to clean your yard, garage or storage shed 

and get rid of any debris.    Environmental Services will pick up 

10 cubic yards of materials with the following guidelines: 

 

They will take brush, cacti (must be contained), lumber up to 

five feet, scrap metal, piping up to five feet, appliances, refrig-

erator and freezers with doors removed, automobile tires (limit 

five), and home furnishings. 

 

Environmental Services will not collect: 

 

Dirt, stone, concrete, gravel, glass, household hazardous waste 

(i.e. paint, oil, pesticides and liquids). 

 

The  Brush and Bulky schedule  can be found online at: https://

www.tucsonaz.gov/files/es/2017BrushBulkyMap_20161026.pdf 

 

If you don’t have access to a computer, please call Environmental  Services at 791-3171.  If you have 

a Brush and Bulky pickup that is outside these dates, you can request a roll-off to be delivered to 

your neighborhood by calling 791-3171. 
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 With the start of the Spring semester, may come loud parties.  

Although I understand student excitement about the school 

year, there are codes that are in place and must be followed.   

 

A loud party or unruly gathering can result in a red tag, which 

has several consequences.  If red tagged, a visible “red tag” will 

be placed in street view, notifying the neighborhood of the issu-

ance.   

 

The red tag comes with a fine and if a college student is involved, a report to the Dean of Students 

of the respective educational institution.  The "red tag" states that if another unruly gathering oc-

curs within 180 days that fines will be given in amounts of $500-$1500.   

 

As a part of our new Police Chief’s community policing approach more officers have been put into 

patrol functions.  This means more visible TPD presence.   

 

TPD is also partnering with UAPD so that responses to loud parties are consistent between both de-

partments.    

 

The collaboration will mean greater information sharing and consistency in handling these types of 

calls.  It is important to call in loud parties, don’t assume others are doing so.  If it isn’t reported we 

can’t adequately address the situation. 

 

The following numbers are meant to be tools for you, our University neighbors if there should be an 

issue with loud parties: 

 

TPD Red Tag: 520-837-7318 

 

UAPD Non-Emergency: 520-621-8273 

 

UA Neighborhood Hotline: 520-282-3649 

 

UA Dean of Students: 520-621-7057 

 

Pima College Police – West Campus: 520-206-6643 

 

Pima College Police - Downtown Campus: 520-206-7087 

 

Pima College Police - East Campus: 520-206-7652 

 

 Pima College Police - Desert Vista Campus: 520-206-5052 

 

Pima College Police - Northwest Campus: 520-206-2286 
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 Red Tag Update 

 

At the December 20th Mayor and Council meet-

ing we re-visited unruly gatherings and what to 

do regarding red tags.   

 

Since the August 9th Council meeting, when 

Mayor and Council gave direction, TPD reported 

that 40 red tags had been issued between August 12th and December 12th.  This is an 150% in-

crease over 2015. 

 

City Staff has begun working with neighborhoods on the use of Neighborhood Preservation Zone 

(NPZ) designation as a way to protect neighborhoods.    

 

NPZ designation includes protections for neighborhoods of historical significance and we believe the 

neighborhoods surrounding the University are eligible.   Meetings have been held and are being 

scheduled with neighborhoods to discuss the benefits of NPZ status and we encourage participa-

tion. 

 

One frustration stated was that getting red tagged alone is not a significant enough measure to pre-

vent future unruly gatherings.  As a result Code Enforcement began inspecting properties for viola-

tions after a another infraction occurs within 180 days of red tag issuance.    

 

We feel that this measure will make more negligent property managers take ownership of this situa-

tion.  The City Attorney was made aware of the need to take these cases seriously and when they 

are brought to court and are prosecuting them fully. 

 

TPD and UAPD had conducted ride-a-longs as a way to increase consistency between the depart-

ments in the way unruly gatherings are addressed.  This is a huge step and shows how seriously 

both departments are taking the matter.   

 

During the December 20th meeting, TPD said that the red tag is continuing in the Spring semester.  I 

want to thank TPD Chris Magnus and the Red Tag Unit for their great work so far on this issue. 

 

At the December 20th meeting, the Mayor and Council voted to direct staff to bring back a revised 

ordinance that would have the responsible parties for the unruly gathering, pay the costs of the call 

by Tucson Police and the Code Enforcement  

 

TPD and Ward 5 also has a seat at the Campus Community Relations Committee (CCRC).  This allows 

TPD and our Ward be involved in future actions between the University and the surrounding 

neighborhoods. 
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 January 13, was the official grand opening for Lin's Grand Buffet at the Bridges.   This was a $4.5 mil-

lion dollar investment which created 80 jobs which the owners hired local people.   More than 400 

people turned out for the grand opening.  I want thank Frank Lam and the ownership team for 

opening this location, another part of the Renaissance of Ward 5. I want to thank the four neighbor-

hood associations, Pueblo Gardens, South Park, Western Hills II and Las Vistas for their work with 

the developers to get the stores and businesses the neighborhoods need. I want to thank Council-

member Shirley Scott and her staff for attending the dedication. Welcome to Ward 5 and the Ren-

aissance of the South Side. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I want to thank all those who turned out for the 32nd Martin Luther King Junior March and Celebra-

tion that was held Monday, January 16.  The March went from Martin Luther King Way at the 

Bridges in Ward 5 to Reid Park, where the Martin Luther King Celebration took place.      Congratula-

tions to the Holiday Committee on their work on Tucson’s event that honors the life and legacy of 

Dr. Martin Luther King. 
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 At the January 24th, Mayor and Council meeting, I 

had the privilege of honoring the students who sub-

mitted the winning artwork for the City of Tucson 

Ward 5 2017 Safety Calendar.   

 

My office has put together a safety calendar to get 

the message out to students, their parents, con-

stituents and others. 

 

This year more than 500 students from schools 

across TUSD and Sunnyside school district took 

part.  I want to thank Ward 5 Intern Rodrigo Guerrero and my staff, Lupita Robles, Matthew Pate, 

Mary Kuchar and Mark Kerr for their work coordinating the calendar. 

 

I want to thank all the students and their teachers for taking part in this effort.  Fifteen students were 

selected for the 2017 City of Tucson ward 5 calendar.  They came from:  Elvira Elementary,  Apollo 

Middle School,  Mary Belle McCorkle Academy and Gallego Intermediate.  They were: 

 

Front Cover – Maria Delgado – 6th Grade – Gallego Intermediate.  January – Jose Dominguez – 7th 

Grade – Apollo Middle School.  February – Destiny Romero – 7th Grade – McCorkle Academy.  March 

– Maria Rodriguez – 8th Grade – Gallego Intermediate, Zahory Duran – 8th Grade – Gallego Interme-

diate.  April – Aylin Gallardo – 2nd Grade – Elvira Elementary.  May – Joana Peña – 7th Grade – 

McCorkle Academy.  June – Ivanna Zuniga – 6th Grade – Gallego Intermediate.  July – Jeremiah Booty 

– 6th Grade – McCorkle Academy.  August – Cristina Flores – 3rd Grade – Elvira Elementary.  Septem-

ber – Marisol Alicia Tena – 6th Grade – Gallego Intermediate.  October – Melanee Galindo – 6th 

Grade – Gallego Intermediate.   November – Alia Riesgo – 6th Grade – McCorkle Academy.  Decem-

ber – Lucia Pineda – 6th Grade – McCorkle Academy.  Back Cover – Yaretzi Duarte – 2nd Grade – 

Elvira Elementary. 

 

More than 200 people turned out Saturday, January 14 for the 27th An-

nual Pueblo Gardens Neighborhood Association Martin Luther King 

Breakfast at the Holmes Tuttle Boys and Girls Club, 2585 East 36th 

Street.   

 

Mayor Rothschild and 

Councilmember 

Shirley Scott joined 

me at the breakfast.  Congratulations to James 

Christopher and the Pueblo Gardens Neighborhood 

Association for their successful event that raised 

scholarship monies for students in the Pueblo Gar-

dens area.  Pueblo Gardens is the only neighbor-

hood in the City of Tucson to honor Dr. King in this 

way in working to keep his dreams alive.   
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 Thursday, January 26, Council Member Richard Fimbres, staff, and part-
nering organizations celebrated sustainability efforts at the Ward 5 of-
fice, with the dedication of four trees and a rainwater harvesting sys-

tem.  
 
The office is a rainwater harvesting demonstration site with a new 
2,800-gallon cistern designed and installed by Dryland Design. The na-

tive fruit trees have been donated by Trees for Tucson.   
 
In addition, Dryland Design is creating earthworks projects as demon-
stration sites to show resi-
dents the benefits of water 
harvesting through moving 

earth on one’s property.     
 
The four trees are in honor of the current and former 
Ward 5 Council Members: Rudy Castro (1973-1977), Roy 
Laos (1977-1989), Steve Leal (1989-2009), and Richard 

Fimbres (2009-current).  
 
 
 

 
Approximately 55,000 people will gather in 
Tucson over the next two weeks to partici-
pate in the 63rd annual Tucson Gem, Min-

eral & Fossil Showcase.  
 
The shows begin this Saturday at more than 
45 locations throughout the Tucson area. To 
assist gem show visitors, Park Tucson is 
again offering GemRide, a free shuttle ser-
vice that connects convenient parking loca-

tions with 40 of the shows.  
 
The shuttle’s three routes cover 33 different 
stops, running from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m., Jan. 28–
Feb. 12. The Official Tucson Gem Show 
Guide app provides show locations, hours of 

operation, transportation options, and a guide to local dining (including the Best 23 Miles of Mexican 

Food).  
 
An economic impact study commissioned by Visit Tucson indicates direct spending associated with 
the 2014 gem show was $120 million.  For more information, go online to: https://

www.visittucson.org/visit/events/featured-tucson/tucson-gem-mineral-fossil-showcase 
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 On Thursday, January 26, the Tucson Rodeo Parade announced it’s Grand Mar-
shall for their 2017 Tucson Rodeo Parade, the largest non-mechanized parade in 

the United States.   
 
This year’s parade route will again be through Ward 5. 
 
Jeanette Mare of Ben’s Bells was named as 2017 Grand Marshall of the Parade.  
Congratulations Jeanette and I look forward to you leading the Rodeo Parade this 

year. 
 
For more information about the parade go online to http://

www.tucsonrodeoparade.com. 

 
 
 
 

I want to thank my colleagues for their efforts in the collection of blankets during Operation Deep Freeze.  
More than 4,000 blankets were donated by the community.  I want to thank Congresswoman Martha McSally 
who worked with my office to get the federal government to expedite delivery of the FEMA blankets to Tuc-
son.  We received 11,400 blankets from the federal government on December 30.  I also want to thank city 
officials, including TDOT for finding a location to store a portion of these blankets to be distributed to those in 

need. 
 
On January 5, I attended the Community Bridges Access 
Point ribbon cutting for their new 24/7 crisis stabilization 
services for behavioral health. CBI services will include 
23 hour crisis, inpatient medical detox, short term psy-
chatric treatment, outpatient opiate detox and other 
medication assisted treatment and primary care offered 
at co-located patient centered health home.  This will be 

an asset for TPD and the MHST unit. 
 
 
 

 
Ward 5 Intern Rodrigo was honored with the Youth Excellence Award by the Northwest YMCA. Read about 
Rodrigo in this article. Rodrigo is a Junior at Catalina Foothills High School.  Congratulations Rodrigo for your 

hard work and efforts for Ward 5 and our community.   
 
 
 



Ward 5 City Council Office 
4300 S. Park Avenue 

Tucson Arizona 85714 

Phone: 520-791-4231 
Fax: 520-791-3188 

Ward5@tucsonaz.gov 

https://tucsonaz.gov/

wardfive 
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Emergency Services 
Tucson Police Department or Tucson Fire Department 

DIAL 911 
 

Permits 
Planning and Development Services Department  

791-5550 
 

Housing Assistance 
City of Tucson Community Services Department 

791-4739 
 

Tucson Convention Center 
791-4101 

 
Code Enforcement & Graffiti Removal 

792-CITY (2489) 
 

Trash Pick Up & Environmental Services 
City of Tucson Environmental Services Department 

791-3171 
 

Transportation & Street Maintenance 
Tucson Department of Transportation 

791-3154 
 

Tucson Water Department 
Billing - 791-3242 

Public Information - 791-4331 
 

Park Tucson 
791-5071 

 
Pima Animal Care 

243-5900 

Frequently Used Phone Numbers 

 Help those who are in need. 
Give to the Community Food Bank.   

For more information call: 520-622-0525 

https://
www.facebook.com/

fimbresfortucson 

Stay Informed! 
Visit our other 

information outlets: 

To unsubscribe to this newsletter please send an email to:  

Ward5@tucsonaz.gov 

and include the word unsubscribe in subject line. 
 


