City of Tucson
Ward 5 Newsletter
Richard Fimbres
Councilmember
Ward 5 Council
Office Staff
Chief of Staff
Mark Kerr
Council Aides
Matthew Pate
Lupita Robles
Office Assistant
Mary Kuchar
Interns
Daniel Perez
Rodrigo Guerrero

Volume 8 Issue 3

July 2017

Dear Friends:
Another school year will be starting soon in Tucson. The school zone 15 miles per
hour signs are out in the morning and afternoon, with crossing guards helping students
cross our streets to get to our schools.
The University of Arizona and Pima College will soon start their fall semesters and college students will be moving into the dorms and houses in our neighborhoods.
My office has gathered information, to inform everyone who may not know about:
Some of the rules about parking;
The dates of times for trash pick up;
The dates for upcoming Brush and Bulky pickup
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Parking is a permitted use on any portion of a property provided the vehicles do not
block City right-of-way (sidewalks, alleys).
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Also, when you park your car, please don’t block access to your neighbor’s mail box. If
you are intending to have an event, be courteous and let your neighbors know about
the event and when parking will be available on the street.
Please ensure all vehicles have current registration and are operable.
About your trash:

Important Numbers
and
Contact Information

16

To reduce flies and odor, please bag and securely tie all your trash and do not over fill
containers. Never place hot ash or coals, or other burning materials in containers.
Yard waste may be disposed of, as long as it fits within the container with the lid
closed. Don’t leave your containers out past your pick up date. Please return it to the
space you have it in your yard. For any damaged trash containers, contact Environmental Services at 791-3171.
To find out your trash pick up date, either call Environmental Services at 791-3171 or
go online to /maps2.tucsonaz.gov/zoomtucson/.
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Please have your trash and recycle containers out to the street and on those days, please try not to
block mail boxes and drive ways.
Environmental Services offers Brush and Bulky twice a year.
Environmental Services will pick up 10 cubic yards of materials with the following guidelines:
They will take brush, cacti (must be contained), lumber up to five feet, scrap metal, piping up to five
feet, appliances, refrigerator and freezers with doors removed, automobile tires (limit five), and home
furnishings.
Environmental Services will not collect:
Dirt, stone, concrete, gravel, glass, household hazardous waste (i.e. paint, oil, pesticides and liquids).
To find out your Brush and Bulky pick up date, either call Environmental Services at 791-3171 or go
online to /maps2.tucsonaz.gov/zoomtucson/.
With the start of the school year come loud parties. Although I understand student excitement about
the school year, there are codes that are in place and must be followed.
A loud party or unruly gathering can result in a red tag, which has several consequences. If red
tagged, a visible “red tag” will be placed in street view, notifying the neighborhood of the issuance.
The red tag comes with a fine and if a college student is involved, a report to the Dean of Students.
The "red tag" states that if another unruly gathering occurs within 180 days that fines will be given in
amounts of $500-$1500.
As a part of our Police Chief’s community policing approach more officers have been put into patrol
functions. This means more visible TPD presence.
TPD is also partnering with UAPD so that responses to loud parties are consistent between both departments.
The collaboration will mean greater information sharing and consistency in handling these types of
calls. It is important to call in loud parties, don’t assume others are doing so. If it isn’t reported we
can’t adequately address the situation.
The following numbers are meant to be tools for you, our University neighbors if there should be an
issue with loud parties:
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TPD Red Tag: 520-837-7318
UAPD Non-Emergency: 520-621-8273
UA Neighborhood Hotline: 520-282-3649
UA Dean of Students: 520-621-7057
Pima College Police – West Campus: 206-6643
Pima College Police - Downtown Campus: 206-7087
Pima College Police - East Campus: 206-7652
Pima College Police - Desert Vista Campus: 206-5052
Pima College Police - Northwest Campus: 206-2286
Thank You.

Richard G. Fimbres
Your Ward 5 Councilmember
Ward 5 Hosts Water Quality Informational Event
On Saturday, July 15, in partnership with Vice Mayor
Regina Romero, I hosted a public information event
about Tucson’s water quality and how Tucson Water
(TW) ensures that all of the water it delivers is safe.
State Representative Rosanna Gabaldon was present
for the event, as well as Pima County Supervisor
Ramon Valadez.
Tucson City Manager Mike Ortega attended as well as Tucson Water Director, Tim Thomure. Mary Aycock and five others from the EPA attended and gave a presentation those in the audience. My Chief of
Staff, Mark Kerr, as well as Matthew Pate, Lupita Robles and Mary Kuchar were in attendance. Steve
Arnquist from Ward 1 was also present.
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TW Administrator, Jeff Biggs, presented the history of groundwater contamination and clean-up
in the area, which is generally south of Irvington
Road and east of I-19. He explained where customers in this area get their water from, how water pumped from this area is treated, and where
that pumped water is delivered:
In 1981, Trichlorethylene (TCE) was discovered in
groundwater wells in the Tucson Airport area and the wells were shut down. Water was brought to
the area from sources in other parts of the City. Today these neighborhoods receive water from
wells west of Tucson in Avra Valley and from wells located to the south.
The Tucson Area Airport Remediation Project
(TARP) Water Treatment Facility was constructed
near I-19 and Irvington Road to remediate contaminated ground water. This Facility removed
TCE and made the water safe. It was then delivered to the Downtown area and areas north and
northwest of Downtown. In 2002, 1,4-dioxane
was detected in the water coming from TARP. TW
immediately expanded water monitoring for this
compound and began to reduce the amount of it in the water.
In 2011, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) issued a lower health advisory for 1,4dioxane and, though an advisory is not considered a regulation, and though the level of 1,4-dioxane
in the water being delivered from TARP was lower than the advisory level, the Tucson Mayor and
Council gave TW direction to construct a special Advanced Oxidation Processing (AOP) Treatment
Facility to remove 1,4-dioxane from the water.

The AOP facility uses a newer technology and process than the TARP facility and removes both TCE
and 1,4-dioxane from the water. In early 2014, TW completed construction of the AOP Treatment
Facility and began removing 1,4-dioxane from the water. This water, like the water from the TARP
Facility, is delivered Downtown and to the north.
TW operates the TARP and AOP facilities in collaboration with other partners, including the U.S.
EPA. A local EPA-sponsored citizens group – the Unified Community Advisory Board (UCAB) – oversees the monitoring and cleaning of water at the facilities.
UCAB meets quarterly and meetings are open to the public. Dates, times, and locations of UCAB
meetings can be found on Tucson Water’s website at www.tucsonaz.gov/water or by calling 7912666.
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Questions from the attendees focused on
several topics. Many people learned that
the water delivered to the area of Tucson
south of Irvington Road does not come
from these treatment plants – it comes
from wells to the west and south of the
area. Tucson Water performs more than
14,000 water quality tests each year.
Water samples are taken at more than
600 locations in neighborhoods, wells,
reservoirs, and homes.
The water samples are tested at TW’s Water Quality Laboratory, where chemists analyze for organic, inorganic, and radiological chemicals and bacteria. Test results are reported to the Arizona
Department of Environmental Quality. The Water Quality Laboratory is evaluated and licensed each
year by the Arizona Department of Health Services.
Monthly water quality reports are available to all:
Online at www.tucsonaz.gov/water in the About
Your Water Quality section, and published quarterly
in the Water Matters newsletter in the utility services bill .
Several attendees asked if they could tour the
TARP/AOP treatment facility and the water quality
laboratory. TW offers tours of these facilities to any
interested members of the public.
Call the Ward 5 Council Office for more information, at 791-4231 and Tucson Water 791-4331 to
schedule the tour.
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The Pima County Health Department will be following up on this forum with the health teach in,
Saturday, August 27, from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. I met with Dr. Francisco Garcia on the subject and look
forward to this event, for which all Ward 5 and Southside residents should attend.
Mural Dedication
Ward 5 Councilmember Richard Fimbres is hosting two dedications for this
year’s Pima Association of Government’s (PAG) Youth Art Project.
The project is a partnership between
the Arts Foundation for Tucson and
Southern Arizona, the Tucson Department of Transportation (TDOT), City of
Tucson, and the Pima Association of
Governments (PAG), and consists of
three murals located in the City of Tucson’s Ward 5.
Council Member Fimbres selected three locations for the proposed artwork: the Quincie Douglas
Center on the northwest corner of 36th Street and Kino Parkway, the Quincie Douglas Library and
near the Ward 5 Office on Fair and Park Avenue. The three murals individually honor civil rights pioneer Quincie Douglas, the legacy of the Buffalo Soldiers, and a tribute to the five branches of the
U.S. Military and Ward 5 residents who served.
The project’s goal is to provide youth with an opportunity to be employed and participate in all
phases of the design and installation of a public artwork under the guidance of a professional artist.
The selected artist and students, in collaboration with staff from the Tucson Department of Transportation, the Ward 5 Council Office, and the Arts Foundation, determined the design of the artwork. Eleonor Leon was the teaching artist selected for the project and worked with high school
students from Ward 5. The project ran a total of six weeks, from mid-June to mid-July 2017.
I want to thank Ms. Leon and the students for their work with my office and city staff. I was pleased
to meet the students from my Ward who have helped to create these murals which will be a part of
our community for a long time.
The students and artist were: Jose Reyes Rios Morales, Dustin Ray Cook, Emil Granados, Fernando
Quintero Mejia, Eric Bradford, Bryan Martinez, Jessica Noperi, Alexis R. Lopez-Jimenez, Artist Assistant- Enoch Spiro and Artist- Eleonor Leon.
The dedication for the first two murals will take place on Friday July 28, 10 a.m. at the Quincie Douglas Center and Library, located at 1575 E. 36th Street. The third mural will be dedicated on Saturday
August 5, 10 a.m. at the Ward 5 Office, 4300 S. Park Ave.
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Bridges Featured on Front Page of Tucson Newspaper
The Tucson Marketplace at the Bridges in Ward 5 was the feature story in the July 23 edition of the
Arizona Daily Star. The article, written by reporter Gabriela Rico, talks about the history and the
work of the neighborhoods to get the Bridges developed and built.
Thanks to Willie Blake, Cindy Ayala, Maggie Gerring, Charlotte Cruz, Pat Garcia, Christine Curtis and
James Christopher, their perseverance and work. (First Two Photos from the Arizona Daily Star)
Here is the article.
For more than 50 years, Willie Blake lamented that he had to leave his own
neighborhood to buy his groceries.
The head of the Western Hills Neighborhood Association, on South Park
Avenue, near Interstate 10, also worried about the area’s youngsters and
the lack of activities for them.
When Blake, the business representative for Teamsters Union Local 104,
retired in 2000, he joined the Kino Weed & Seed Project, an effort to rid
the neighborhood of crime and identify economic opportunities.
Across the street from his neighborhood sat a vacant parcel of land that stretched from Park Avenue to Kino Boulevard and 36th Street to I-10. Development projects on the parcel had been proposed and failed time after time.
“The property was an eyesore,” Blake said. “We had to do something.”
The magnitude of what that something would be was beyond his wildest dreams.
NO ONE WOULD BUILD
An economic development study prepared for the
city of Tucson in 2003 painted a modestly hopeful
picture of possibilities for the south-side neighborhoods.
“While the market will support a small amount (of)
retail development in the South Park neighborhoods,
existing demographics place severe limitations on
the likelihood of any successful national chain recruitment,” the South Park Hope Study said. “Locally owned chains and the cultivation of area entrepreneurship efforts are the recommended courses of action in the immediate term.”
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Known as the “Little America” site because of a failed effort to build a Little America Resort there,
the pad was the largest undeveloped site in the Tucson core.
Its location on the I-10 frontage was minutes away from the airport, the University of Arizona and
downtown, and there was minimal retail competition.
But, hampering enthusiasm was the small population base and low household incomes.
“The tradition in South Park seems to have been to make your money and move out as soon as you
can,” the Hope report said.
Then-owner Sinclair Oil indicated no plans to improve the land.
“Despite a traditionally harsh perception amongst the remainder of the community and several very
serious social stresses,” the Hope study concluded, “the South Park neighborhood exhibits factors
that — if properly developed — show great potential for significant, positive economic changes in
the area.”
SEEING A BIGGER PICTURE
A retail developer in Phoenix brought the parcel to the attention of Eastbourne Investments, based
in Williamsville, New York.
“We didn’t hesitate,” President Frank Egan said. “We always felt it would be a regional retail site …
drawing from much farther than the surrounding neighborhood.”
After forming partnerships with KB Home for future rooftops, and the UA for its Tech Park, they
moved forward.
In 2005, Eastbourne and KB Home, with Lennar/US Home, bought the 350-acred parcel for $53 million.
The intimate involvement of area residents was a surprise to Egan.
“It was one of the neat things about this development,” he said. “It was unlike anything we’ve experienced anywhere else.”
Resistance from then-city leaders was quelled by residents who wanted the city to do more to encourage the development, Egan said.
“Neighborhood turnout always exceeded expectations,” he said. “We found out very early on that
these were people who cared a lot.”
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Eastbourne enlisted Eric Davis, president of Retail West Properties LLC, to engage with neighbors and
find out what type of retail they wanted.
“You should always want to meet your neighbors and get them involved to the extent that you can,”
Davis said. “You’re joining the community in a lot of different ways.”
Retailers were intrigued but hesitant as the country entered the downturn. Rezoning the property
for commercial use was also an uphill battle.
But the new owners were not deterred.
“What surprised me was Eastbourne’s commitment to the project,” Davis said. “I think other investors would have given up, but they were committed to Tucson.”
Six years later, Tucson Marketplace at The Bridges — home to national retailers, a movie theater and
eateries — would be born. To this day, the developers continue to reach out to area residents, something that neighborhood activist Blake is impressed by.
“Anything they do there, they call me on the telephone and let me know,” he said. “It doesn’t always
happen that way.
“Usually developers come in and throw something up
and don’t care about what residents think,” he said. “I
appreciate that they didn’t come in and tell us,
‘Here’s what we’re going to do to your neighborhood.’”
A COMMUNITY PROJECT
Cindy Ayala, president of the Pueblo Gardens
Neighborhood Association, east of the shopping center, skeptically attended the first meeting in 2005.
But, as meetings became more frequent and developers kept residents informed, she became hopeful.
She started to urge prospective retailers to prioritize the hiring of neighborhood people.
“It’s cool when you go into the stores and see your neighbors,” Ayala said. “This is my legacy to my
children and future grandchildren. … They’ll get to hear how grandma fought for them.”
More importantly, she got her Starbucks.
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“I call it Cindy’s Starbucks,” she
said during an interview at the
shop, as she greeted the employees by name.
“If it wasn’t for the fact that we all
came together,” Ayala said, “we
wouldn’t have any of this.”
Mayor Jonathan Rothschild said
the success of the development is a tip of the hat to how developers engaged local residents.
“The residents understood that by bringing new business to their neighborhood, they increase the
values of their homes, make shopping convenient and create nearby jobs for their families,” Rothschild said. “This is the formula for success.”
A POWER CENTER IN BORN
Costco was the first retailer to open its doors in the
new Tucson Marketplace at The Bridges in 2011.
The store was built in 110 days and broke an openingday record with $730,000 in sales, said Ward 5 Councilman Richard Fimbres. The previous record was
$600,000.
“It was a home run,” he said. “Its location makes the
center appealing to customers from Fort Huachuca, Sierra Vista and Northern Mexico.”
Momentum moved quickly after that with the opening of Walmart, McDonald’s, Culver’s, Starbucks,
Smoothie King, Cinemark Theaters, Planet Fitness, Lin’s Buffet and Dave & Busters.
New tenants coming soon include Jimmy Johns, Popeye’s, Planet Sub and Discount Tire.
The shopping center employs about 1,200 people.
“People needed these local jobs,” Fimbres said. “When people are able to put food on the table, the less they come to
mayor and council meetings and yell.”
The shopping center has also changed the larger community’s perception of the area.
“It tore down the stereotypes of, ‘You can’t build on the
south side,’” Fimbres said.
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Egan, with owner Eastbourne Investments, said he’s eager to add tenants to the project, which is
about halfway done.
“We’re still very active in finding other retailers and other opportunities there,” he said.
Egan expects to add more restaurants, entertainment and medical services at the center.
“The project is now starting to look like what we had always planned it would be,” he said. “As exciting as it is now, it’s going to get more exciting.”
THE BEACON
Grumblings from some residents outside the surrounding neighborhoods
were heard when Cinemark proposed
its 100-foot spire, advertising the
theater. (Photos from Arizona Daily
Star)
The theater is the biggest Cinemarkowned theater in Tucson and includes amenities such as electronic
reclining seats, food trays and a bar.
Some residents complained the spire, that says “Century,”
would obstruct their views of the mountains.
“We asked the mayor
and council not to listen to people who
don’t live or work in
our neighborhoods,”
Ayala said. “To us, it’s a
beacon.”
The council approved
the spire.
“You can see that sign
from far away and it
says, ‘Bring your kids. You can come and have a good time,’”
Blake said. “It represents something.”
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Meeting New University of Arizona President
On Friday July 7, I had a meeting with the new University of Arizona President Dr.
Robert Robbins at the Ward 5 Council office. It was a good and productive conversation and I am looking forward to working with Dr. Robbins.
Ward 4 Back to School Bash
On Saturday, July 15, I had the privilege of attending the 17th Annual Back to
School Bash, hosted by my colleague on the City Council, Ward 4 Councilmember
Shirley Scott.
The Back to School Bash was again held at the Clements Center, 8155 E. Poinciana
Drive. Councilmember Scott, and her staff: Teresa Olson, Lannie Patel and Martha Cantrell work hard to put on an event to help school children. They handed
out more than 1,000 backpacks and school supplies.

Thank You Ramon Batista
Friday, June 30, was Tucson Police Assistant Chief
Ramon Batista's last day with TPD. Ramon Batista
has become the next Police Chief of Mesa, Arizona.
Ramon has served Ward 5, the south side and our
community well.
I want to thank Ramon for his service and commitment for our community. Ward 5 and Tucson will
miss him. Thank you Ramon for your 31 years of
service and commitment to Tucson. Mesa is fortunate to get Ramon Batista as their next Police Chief.
Las Artes Graduation
On Friday, June 30, I had the privilege of speaking at the 2017 Las Artes Graduation. These young
people are striving to make a better life for themselves and their families. They worked to get the
GED. Congratulations graduates, education is the key to success.
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Aviva Children’s Services South Family Visit Center – Space Available
Beautiful, secure and welcoming space available for nonprofits who provide behavioral health and
social services to children and families in Tucson’s south side. This family center resembles one of
Tucson’s colorful barrios with nine charming casitas (meeting rooms) lining the sides of an indoor
boulevard named Avenida Aviva. It also features an indoor playground, dining and activity area, and
a game room for families to enjoy. This facility fosters an environment that truly supports family
healing and reunification in a bi-cultural setting. It is an ideal space to offer counseling, behavior
health or supervised visitation services for Tucson’s south side families. This is a shared space opportunity and available on a fee per use basis. The center is located at 821 E. 47th St, near Park Ave and
the Benson Highway intersection.
Aviva is a Tucson-based nonprofit organization serving the needs of foster children in Pima County
since 1978. Their mission is to provide enhanced services for children who are victims of abuse, neglect and poverty, and who are in the care of the Department of Child Safety. They serve close to
4,000 children and 1,000 families a year through programs that promote family reunification, provide basic resources to children while in care, and prevent the re-entry of children back into the foster care system.
City Clerk Releases Important Dates
For August Primary Election
The voter registration deadline for
the City of Tucson's Aug. 29 primary
election is next Monday, July 31.
Those wishing to register to vote
should contact the Pima County Recorder's Office at (520) 724-4330, or
follow the link below. The City of
Tucson election information publication, “The Choice Is Yours,” will be
mailed Aug. 2, and ballots for the
mail-in election will be sent to registered voters on Aug. 9. The materials will be sent only to voters in
contested Wards (3, 5, and 6). For more information, call the City Clerk’s office, (520) 791-4213.
Register to vote via ServiceArizona: http://bit.ly/2pyzIGb
Tucson City Clerk's vote-by-mail calendar: http://bit.ly/2sYqJAJ
Pima County Recorder: http://bit.ly/2bj0xsD
Ward 5 Welcome’s New Business
A new T-Mobile Store has opened up a new store in Ward 5.
It is located at 1800 East Campbell. The store hours are:
Monday - Saturday 10:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.,
Sunday 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
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Save the Date
The Cherry Avenue Neighborhood Association will hold its next meeting at 10:00
a.m. on Saturday, August 19 at the Cherry
Avenue Recreation Center, 5085 S. Cherry.
If you are a tenant or homeowner living in
the area between Irvington and Drexel,
between Park Avenue and Tucson Boulevard, you are a CANA resident, so come
and meet some of your neighbors. Childcare is not provided but the Rec Center
does have an outside playground and
small picnic area.
On Saturday, July 29, from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., the third annual Arizona Kidz Expo will take place
at the El Pueblo Activity Center, 101 W. Irvington. This event is hosted by Arizona Bilingual and will
have many booths and Arizona Bilingual will be giving away 1,000 backpacks and school supplies.
On Saturday, July 29 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., the Santa Rosa Parks and Recreation Center, located at 1055 S. 10th Avenue, will be holding their third annual Back to School Bash. I want to congratulate the staff of the Santa Rosa Recreation Center for their work on getting school supplies for
the kids.

Let’s continue supporting our locally owned restaurants!
El Merendero – 5443 S. 12th Ave. El Merendero is a family owned place and the food tastes like sitting down to a home cooked meal with family that you love spending time with. Almost as important, guest are treated with warmth, kindness, and received prompt, professional service. So refreshing to feel like they are there for you and appreciate you! Cannot go wrong - good food and service!
Suspiros Cakes - 5327 S. 12th Avenue, 502 W. Ajo Way #108, 5606 E. Broadway Blvd. We welcome
Lucia Fonseca de Esparza owner of the Hermosillo, Sonora based Suspiros Cakes to our community!
Suspiros use their family recipes for its gourmet cakes and pies which includes more than 40 varieties. Customer service is great! Visit one of their three locations!
El Gorrion – 3459 S. 12th Avenue. El Gorrion is a family-owned business, serving authentic Mexican
dishes, incredible seafood and daily specials. Enjoy eating your entrée with the fresh salad bar which
includes their two house salsas with limes, onions, cucumbers & jalapeños.
Mei Hon Chinese Restaurant – 1030 E. Irvington Rd. Mei Hon's is genuine, good Chinese food, period. Fried Rice, house chow mein or the twice cooked chicken are a favorite. Friendly staff and fair
prices.
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Quincie Douglas Center Town Hall
Mark your calendar and plan on joining us as we set long and short term goals for Quincie Douglas
Center. We want to move in the direction that will best meet the specific social, economic, recreational and educational needs of this great community! The Quincie Douglas Center is very honored
to have Robin McArdle, owner of Can’t Stop Vision Community Collaboration Facilitation and longtime community activist, leading the process for us on Saturday, August 12th from 9:00am to
12:00pm. This process will help us in determining the direction our community would like to see
Quincie Douglas head in during the next year.
If you are interested in attending please RSVP for this important hands on workshop at 520-791-2507
to ensure we prepare materials for your participation.
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Frequently Used Phone Numbers
Ward 5 City Council Office
4300 S. Park Avenue
Tucson Arizona 85714

Phone: 520-791-4231
Fax: 520-791-3188
Ward5@tucsonaz.gov

Stay Informed!

Visit our other
information outlets:

Emergency Services
Tucson Police Department or Tucson Fire Department
DIAL 911
Permits
Planning and Development Services Department
791-5550
Housing Assistance
City of Tucson Community Services Department
791-4739
Tucson Convention Center
791-4101
Code Enforcement & Graffiti Removal
792-CITY (2489)

https://tucsonaz.gov/
wardfive

https://
www.facebook.com/
fimbresfortucson

Trash Pick Up & Environmental Services
City of Tucson Environmental Services Department
791-3171
Transportation & Street Maintenance
Tucson Department of Transportation
791-3154
Tucson Water Department
Billing - 791-3242
Public Information - 791-4331
Park Tucson
791-5071
Pima Animal Care
243-5900

Help those who are in need.
Give to the Community Food Bank.
For more information call: 520-622-0525
To unsubscribe to this newsletter please send an email to:
Ward5@tucsonaz.gov
and include the word unsubscribe in subject line.

