
Dear Friends: 

 

As a retired U.S. Army Veteran, it does my heart proud to see our community step up 

and do something to honor those who serve and who had served our nation in the 

military. 

 

On every Memorial Day and Veteran’s 

Day, my office, working in conjunction 

with local schools, get students to write 

thank you cards and letters to Veter-

ans.  This project is to thank these peo-

ple who put their lives on the line serv-

ing our country and to instill the values 

of patriotism and service in our young 

people. 

 

On Friday, May 26, I along with a con-

tingent of elected officials went to the 

Southern Arizona VA Hospital to give out thank you cards and letters that were  made 

by school children from Ward 5 schools and across the City. 

 

I want to thank State Senator Andrea Dalessandro, State Representative Todd Clodfel-

ter, Ramon Encinas representing Senator John McCain and Staff Sergeant Jerry Franklin 

from U.S. Army Recruiting – Tucson, for taking part in this year’s Memorial Day event. 

 

A total of 27 schools across Ward 5 and Tucson took part, creating more than 2,500, 

thank you cards, letters and banners.  I want to thank Lupita Robles from my staff, who 

coordinated the effort with the following schools:  

 

Apollo Middle School, Drexel Elementary, Gallego Primary School, Ocotillo Learning 

School, Rivera Elementary School, Sierra 2-8 School, Desert View AFJROTC, Alice Vail 

Middle School, Blenman Elementary School, Booth-Fickett Magnet School, Cavett Ele-

mentary School, C.E. Rose K-8 School, Carrillo Magnet School, Dodge Magnet Middle 

School, Drachman Montessori K-8 School, Grijalva Elementary School, Holladay Magnet 

Elementary School, Lynn/Urquides Elementary School, Manzo Elementary School, 

Ochoa Community Magnet School, Pueblo Gardens K-8 School, Robison Magnet Ele-

mentary School, Tully Elementary Magnet School, Utterback, Wright Elementary 

School, Tucson International Academy-Broadway, Tucson International Academy-West, 

Mexicayotl Academy and Nosotros. 
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I want to thank Luke Johnson and the staff of 

the V.A. for their help in making the Memorial 

Day and Veteran’s Day event happen. 

 

Lastly, I want to thank those Veterans at the 

V.A. Hospital, as well as the Veteran’s in Tuc-

son and Southern Arizona for their service 

and sacrifices they made serving our country. 

 

 

Peace. 

 

 

 

 

 

Richard G. Fimbres 

Your Ward 5 Councilmember 

 

Groundbreaking For Chamberlain Manufac-

turing Center in Ward 5 

A groundbreaking ceremony was held on 

Wednesday, May 24, at 2850 East Drexel for 

the new manufacturing and distribution cen-

ter for the Chamberlain Group.  The land is 

owned by EastGroup Properties, who will be 

constructing a 300,181 square foot manufac-

turing and distribution facility for Chamber-

lain, who will manufacture garage doors at 

the new location. 

 

The location is in Tucson Ward 5, for which I 

had asked the City Manager’s office and city 

staff to put this project on a fast track. The City of Tucson lives off of sales tax and it is important that 

construction projects begin as quickly as possible. Through these efforts, more than 7,000 jobs have 

been created in Ward 5 during the past eight years as your Councilmember.  Chamberlain, currently 

at 6020 S. Country Club, will be expanding their operations with this new location.  EastGroup said 

that this project will create 100 new construction jobs. EastGroup is anticipating the project to be 

completed by the end of 2017. 

 

When the construction project is completed, the Mayor and I are looking forward to the ribbon cut-

ting of the new facility and the jobs and opportunities it will bring.  This is another part of the Renais-

sance of Ward 5 and the South side. 
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Structurally Balanced City Budget Gets Final Approval 

At the June 6, Mayor and Council meeting, the Mayor and Tucson City Council 

voted unanimously to adopt a $1.3 billion spending plan for the fiscal year that 

begins July 1.   

 

Through the work of the Mayor and Council, the City Manager’s office and 

staff, the City of Tucson has a structurally balanced budget, revenues meet 

expenses.  I want to thank my colleagues on the Council, the City Manager, his 

leadership team and our great staff for their work on this budget. 

 

Real Crime Stats 

Our Police Chief, Chris Magnus, sent a response to a recent article that said “Tucson is the Most Danger-

ous City in Arizona.”   

 

Chief Magnus said the article “is misleading and incomplete.”  Chief Magnus continues in his Memo, 

“Unfortunately, what is lost in this headline is that for the purpose of the article, the term ‘city’ only in-

cludes Arizona jurisdictions with a population of 250,000 or more. At the time of the data collection for 

this article, that only included three cities: Phoenix, Tucson, and Mesa. 

 

“When the list is expanded to include all Arizona cities that chose to report 

their data for 2015, Tucson ranked 10th in violent crime per 100,000 resi-

dents. More significantly, compared with "like cities" in terms of population 

across the country (FBI Group I subset 500k<1M residents), Tucson is 24.5% 

below the national average rate of violent crimes per 100,000 residents. 

 

“It is important to emphasize that these are simply raw statistics, based 

upon the FBI's Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) program, which relies upon 

voluntary reporting of crime data from law enforcement agencies. Unlike 

Tucson, which reports all crime data, many agencies elect only to report 

some or none of their crime data. In addition, the FBI steadfastly warns 

against the misleading perceptions that can occur when UCR statistics are used to create "rankings" 

without complete analysis. In fact, the FBI has dedicated pages of the UCR portion of their website to 

cautioning about just such use of UCR data.” 

 

"When providing/using agency-oriented statistics, the FBI cautions and, in fact, strongly discourages, 

data users against using rankings to evaluate locales or the effectiveness of their law enforcement agen-

cies." 

 

We have been fighting the stigma of high crime on the South side.  Thanks to the efforts of Tucson Police 

Department South Captain Bob Wilson and his command team and officers, community policing and 

Weed and Seed Grants, crime is relatively down in Ward 5 and the South side. 
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Ward 5 Summer Youth Art Program Update 

Ward 5 was the recipient of the Transportation Art by Youth Summer Program Award.  Council 

Member Fimbres has decided to utilize the $50,000 award from the Pima Association of Govern-

ments (PAG) by having three murals in the Ward 5 community.   Quincie Douglas Center and the 

Ward 5 office were selected as the sites for the artwork. 

 

There will be two murals at the Quincie Douglas Center; a mural in honor of Quincie Douglas and 

the other in tribute to the Buffalo Soldiers.  The third mural will be at the Ward 5 Office represent-

ing the five military branches as a tribute to the military heritage and for those in Ward 5 who 

served our country in the five branches of the military. 

 

Youths from Ward 5 get the opportunity of a summer job and be involved in all the phases of public 

artwork, from design to final product.  Eleonor Leon has been selected as the artist to lead the 

young artists on this artwork project.    

 

The PAG Youth Art Project is scheduled to be completed during the summer at which time there will 

be an unveiling dedication. This project is a partnership with the Ward 5 Council Office, City of Tuc-

son Department of Transportation, the Arts Foundation for Tucson and PAG.  We continue to bring 

resources to our Ward and honor the rich history of our Community! 

 

Urban League Seeks to Expand Programs 

for Children in Greatest Need 

Tucson Urban League is fighting every day 

on behalf of kids who need us the most. 

Their current Project YES programs are 

improving math scores and reading levels 

throughout Ward 5 and the south side. 

Now they are seeking to expand the num-

ber of project sites to serve kids through-

out Tucson and Pima County.  Help them 

continue to lift kids out of poverty by 

making an online donation for Project 

YES! 

 

Tucson Urban League has a track record of providing quality childcare and after-school programs for 

over 30 years in Tucson's most impoverished neighborhoods.   Their strategy focuses on developing 

a continuum of support for youth from cradle to post-secondary education opportunities.  Project 

YES provides a safe and constructive environment for low-income children in enrolled in their pre-

school, pre-kindergarten, and before and after-school programs. By supporting the Project Yes 

Scholarship Program, you can help them increase the number of children they serve and expand the 

number of locations. 

 

Go online to help the Tucson Urban League’s Project YES! At www.tucsonurbanleague.org/donate/. 
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 Kids Can Use Recreation Center & Pools 

For Free; Santa Rosa, Quincie Douglas, 

Freedom Center 

During budget discussions with the Tuc-

son City Council, City Manager Michael 

Ortega announced a pilot program that 

kids will be able to swim or use certain 

recreation centers for free this summer. 

 

Quincie Douglas and Santa Rosa Recrea-

tion Centers in Ward 5 are two of the 

Recreation Centers, that kids will be able 

to use for free this summer. The others 

are Oury, Freedom and the Donna Liggins Center. 

 

I have expressed my appreciation that the City Manager had two Recreation Centers from our Ward 

as part of the pilot program. This will be a great thing for our young people to have during the sum-

mer months.  

 

The program began June 1, youth under the age of 17 will pay no admission fee at 17 City of Tucson 

Parks and Recreation department pools. A fee will still be charged at the Edith Ball Adaptive Recrea-

tion Center pool. Fees are $2 for adults (18 and over) and $1 for youth (17 and under).  All 17 City of 

Tucson pools are a part of the pilot program.  I am pleased the City Manager was able to have the 

funding for this pilot program. Several years ago, I worked with the private sector to form Bring 

Back the Splash, a private/public partnership which helped to open several pools during several 

summers when the City faced a budget crisis. With the economic growth in Ward 5 and across the 

City, the City can offer this pilot program. 

 

Border Wall Resolution 

At the June 6 meeting, the Tucson Mayor and Council, unanimously joined the Pima County Board 

of Supervisors, the Tohono O’odham nation, the Intertribal Association of Arizona and the National 

Congress of American Indians in opposition to the proposed border wall.   One of my main reasons 

to support the resolution was economics.  The Arizona Daily Star reported Arizona’s exports to Mex-

ico totaled $8.32 billion and imports came in at $7.45 billion last year. We were hurt economically 

when Arizona passed SB 1070, which Tucson fought in the courts.  Tucson made strides to show our 

support for which Visit Tucson reported that more than $1 billion was spent by Mexican tourists in 

Tucson during the height of SB 1070.  A wall will set our economy back.   

 

Tucson Juneteenth Festival Held 

The 47th Annual Juneteenth Festival featured food, games for kids and an opportunity to talk with 

members of the Territory of Arizona Buffalo Soldiers.   Mayor Rothschild also issued a City proclama-

tion recognizing the 47
th

 Annual Juneteenth Celebration in Tucson. Congratulations to the Tucson 

Juneteenth Festival Organizing Committee for their success. 
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 Quincie Douglas Center Town Hall, August 12 

When local passion combines with local expertise healthy communities emerge. Please join the 

South Park Neighborhood, Pueblo Gardens Neighborhood, Ward V and the City of Tucson to offer 

your vision for long and short 

term goals that will best meet the 

specific social, economic, recrea-

tion and educational need of this 

great community. 

 

Robin McCardle Owner of Can't 

Stop Vision Community Collabo-

ration Facilitation and long time 

community activist will lead a 

process on August 12, from 9:00 

a.m. to noon, to determine the 

direction our community would like to see Quincie Douglas head under the direction of Jerry Neely 

to assure, Center Coordinator.   Please RSVP your attendance for this important hands-on workshop 

to Jerry Neely at 791-2507 to assure we prepare materials for your participation.  Let your voice be 

heard! 

 

Left Turn Signals and Speed Humps 

Thanks to the efforts of my office and Ward 5 staff, Sierra Middle School will be getting three speed 

humps in front of their school to help students get to school safely.    A traffic study has been done 

for the intersection of Park Avenue and Benson Highway and the Tucson Department of Transporta-

tion will be installing a left turn signal.  I want to thank Sierra Middle School teacher Melissa Monk 

and Marcos Moreno for their efforts for both road projects. Updates on these two projects will be in 

future newsletters. 

 

Congratulations  Manny & Josie Herrera 

I also want to congratulate Manny and Josie Herrera, who on 

Wednesday, June 7, celebrated their 70
th

 wedding anniver-

sary.   

 

Manny and Josie have done so much for the Sunnyside 

Neighborhood, Sunnyside School District and our community.  

They instilled that into their daughters Yolanda and Becky, 

who have continued the Herrera tradition of community ser-

vice.  (Picture -  kold.com) 

  

Welcome Daniel Perez! 

Ward 5 has a new intern in the office.  Daniel Perez is currently attending Pima Community College 

and will be transferring to the University of Arizona to attend the Eller School of Business.  Perez 

had served in the U.S. Army.  Welcome Daniel, Ward 5 is glad to have you as part of the team! 
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 Pima County Career Centers Help Ward 5 Residents 

Pima County Community Services, Employment and Training Department (CSET) serves county resi-

dents by operating Arizona@Work One-Stop Career Centers, which improve financial stability and 

economic prosperity.  In 2016, Pima County Career Centers assisted more than 1,100 Ward 5 resi-

dents find employment, change careers, or explore new career options.    

 

Residents can access ser-

vices at locations across 

Pima County, including 

the Kino One-Stop Center 

at 2797 E. Ajo Way, the 

Rio Nuevo One-Stop Cen-

ter located at 340 N. 

Commerce Park Loop, 

and the Youth Employment One-Stop located at 320 N. Commerce Park Loop, Suite 200.    The Kino 

One-Stop Center is dedicated to workers who have been laid off, Rio Nuevo serves adult job seek-

ers, and the Youth Employment Center serves out-of-school youth ages 16-24 and in-school youth 

ages 14-21.  

 

At each location residents can access intensive career services, which include vocational assess-

ment, individualized career planning, pre-vocational adult education, job search and placement, as 

well as training needed to find employment.  In addition to the main centers, residents can find spe-

cialized services and programs through the Kino Veterans’ Center, The Sullivan Jackson Employment 

Center, Las Artes Arts and Education Center, Pima Vocational High School Irvington and Ina cam-

puses, the Ending Poverty Now Program, and Faith Based Community Outreach.  CSET also operates 

the Community Action Agency, which combats poverty and provides a safety net of basic services 

for low-income individuals and families in Pima County.  Through its Emergency Services Network, 

CAA connects families with immediate utility assistance.  For more information on services please 

call 724-7700.  

 

Former Ward 5 Councilmember Rudy Castro 

Former Tucson City Councilman Rudy Castro passed away 

in June, he was 87.  According to Castro's daughter, Celina 

Castro, Rudy Castro battled dementia and passed away 

peacefully in his sleep.  Rudy Castro served on the city 

council from 1973 to 1977.  Before that, he starred as a 

baseball player at Tucson High School and the University 

of Arizona. He later coached baseball at Cholla High 

School. He played at UA from 1953 to 1956.   

 

I was able to ask Rudy for his advice on city issues as well as Pima Community College issues, since 

he had also served as a Governing Board member.  I will miss him. 
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 Community Forum On Water – July 15 

Tucson City Council Member Richard Fimbres (Ward 5) and Vice Mayor Regina Romero (Ward 1) 

invite you to an Open House Information Session regarding the Tucson International Airport Area 

(TIAA) Superfund Site and Tucson's commitment to clean and safe drinking water.   

 

 

The United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) will be available to share information 

about groundwater cleanup at the TIAA Site and their recent Proposed Plan for Area “A,” north of 

Los Reales Road.    Tucson Water will discuss their state-of-the-art Advanced Oxidation Water Treat-

ment Plant and provide information about Tucson's safe drinking water system. 

 

This Open House will take place, Saturday, July 15, from noon to 2 p.m., at the El Pueblo Activity 

Center, 101 West Irvington Road.  If you have any questions, please contact  the Ward 5 Council Of-

fice, (520) 791-4231.. 

 

Walkup Interchange Naming Dedication Held 

On Thursday, June 1, the dedication for the naming of the 

Robert E. Walkup Interchange took place.   Officials from 

the City and County were present for naming of the inter-

change at Kino and 22
nd

 Street in Ward 5.   

 

Mayor Robert E. Walkup served as Mayor of Tucson from 

1999 to 2011. Among many achievements, he led the effort 

towards the formation and voter approval of the 2006 Re-

gional Transportation Plan that provided for vital transpor-

tation and transit improvements, including the interchange 

at Kino at 22nd.  

 

 

 

Tucson Commemorates Vietnamese  

Community Flag 

Tucson became the ninth city in Arizona 

to recognize the Vietnamese Commu-

nity and Heritage Flag.  

 

Mayor Rothschild and I welcomed the 

Vietnamese Community of Arizona at 

an event and which the Mayor issued a 

proclamation from the City of Tucson.  

 

More than 100 people from across Arizona attended the event. I want to congratulate the Vietnam-

ese Community of Tucson and Arizona for their work and successful event. 

 City of Tucson Ward 5 Newsletter 
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 Memorial Celebration for Maggie Gerring, August 2nd 

Maggie Gerring, a long-time community activist, organizer, and co-chair of the South Park Neighbor-

hood Association for many years, recently passed away.  

 

Her family will be hosting a celebration of her life on August 2. Everyone who knew, worked, and vol-

unteered with Maggie is welcome to attend.  

 

Where: Clubhouse of the Blanche Johnson Courtyards apartments, 1435 E. 36th St 

 

When: August 2, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 

 

Light hors d'oeuvres and non-alcoholic beverages will be served after a short remembrance.    

 

Please contact her son, Jay Gerring, at either 624-8918 or jay@jaygerring.com so we will know how 

many to plan for.   Please note that there is no on-site parking at the Blanche Johnson Courtyards, so 

you may park in the lot at the Quincie Douglas Neighborhood Center that is right next door, or free 

valet parking service will be available for your convenience. 

 

In lieu of flowers, the family requests that donations be made to Literacy Connects, 

www.literacyconnects.org or (520) 882-8006. 

 

Heat Warning – Tips To Deal With Hot Temperatures 

I am urging everyone to take extra precau-

tions if you work or spend time outside, re-

schedule strenuous activities to early morn-

ing and finish up by 10 a.m., know the signs 

and symptoms of heat exhaustion and heat 

stroke, wear lightweight and loose fitting 

clothing when possible, and drink plenty of 

water. If you suspect heat stroke, call 911 

immediately. 

 

I have compiled some suggestions to help you 

ensure that you do not fall victim to a heat 

related illness: 

 

Hydrate with water; avoid drinks with sugar, drinks with caffeine and alcoholic beverages. 

 

Do not leave children unsupervised in parked cars. Even in less threatening temperatures, vehicles 

can rapidly heat up to dangerous temperatures. A child left inside a car is at risk for severe heat-

related illnesses and/or death, even if the windows are cracked open. 

 
Never leave your pets in a parked car.  Not even for a minute. Not even with the car running and air 

conditioner on. 
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 If feasible, begin the work day as early as operationally and fiscally possible and schedule outdoor 

work for the earlier part of the day, avoiding peak temperatures between 12-4 p.m. 

 

When possible, take a 15-minute break every hour and take breaks in a cool area, in the shade or 

indoors. 

 

Replace your electrolytes (2:1 Ratio of Water to "Powerade/Gatorade") 

 

If you work outside, keep an eye on your co-workers, watch for signs and symptoms of heat-related 

illness. 

 

Manage your medication. 

 

Wear sunscreen of at least 30SPF and remove layers when possible. 

 

If you suspect heat stroke, call 911! 

 
Tucson Homeless Work Program Marks Successful Six Months  

It is hard to think that this program has already been in place for 6 months.  I want to thank all of our 

partners who have worked for the better part of the last year to make this program a reality and a 

success.  The biggest issue we’ve had has been demand. 

 

Beginning in July the Tucson Homeless Work Program (HWP) will be expanding to three days a week 

and will be welcoming in two new partners: Sister Jose Women’s Center and Pima Animal Care Cen-

ter (PACC).  This expansion will allow us to serve a more diverse group of people and assist our ani-

mals in need. 

 

The HWP has been underway since December 6, 2016.  I wanted to take this opportunity to update 

you on the program and its impacts on our community. 
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 166 people have participated in the program. 

 

101 locations have been cleaned in addition to 55 miles of roadway. 

 

More than 37,000 pounds of trash and waste have been cleared. 

 

Additionally, we have had participants screened and approved for health insurance. 

 

17 people who have participated in the program have since been housed. 

 

20 people have began working with the Sullivan Jackson Employment team or found other employ-

ment. 

 

Many others have had a self esteem boost that has encouraged them to re-enter the workforce. 

 

This program was made possible by initial financial contributions by the City of Tucson and Pima 

County of $25,000 a piece.   

 

Additionally, HSL Properties provided a contribution that matched both the city and county at 

$50,000.  Shortly afterwards our business community stepped forward with additional contributions, 

those businesses include Cox Communications ($5,000), Southwest Gas ($2,500), Tucson Medical 

Center ($3,000) and Wal-Mart ($10,000).   

 

I want to offer my sincere appreciation for these companies supporting a program that makes our 

community a better place for all its citizens. 

 

This program operates entirely through a partnership with our local non-profit and faith-based com-

munity.  I want to extend a special thanks to all these partners they include: 

 

City of Tucson (Transportation Department, Environmental Services, Parks and Recreation and the 

Ward 5 Council Office) 

Pima County 

Old Pueblo Community Services 

Cenpatico 

Catholic Community Services 

Salvation Army 

Primavera Foundation 

El Rio Community Health Center 

Caridad Community Kitchen 

St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church 

 

This initial funding will get us through our one year pilot phase.  We will be able to look at the pro-

gram data in more detail and decide how to make the HWP a part of our continuum of care. 
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 Another major involving the HWP, took place on May 10 

with the launch of the Tucson Change Movement (TCM).    

The TCM is a partnership between the City of Tucson, spe-

cifically Park Tucson, IPS Group, our local merchant commu-

nity, Tucson Airport Authority, Community Foundation of 

Southern Arizona and various social service agencies.   

 

The TCM allows Tucsonans to donate to programs and ser-

vices that serve the homeless without an uncomfortable ex-

change and with the knowledge that their money will be go-

ing to positive programs and services.  The TCM charter allo-

cates the first $50,000 raised to the Tucson Homeless Work 

Program (HWP).   

 

Channel 12 has done two excellent pieces on the work program and TCM.  I encourage everyone to 

check them out at these links:  

 

http://bit.ly/2k14gBO 

https://vimeopro.com/cityoftucson/tv/video/220067563 

 

I again want to thank Mark Kerr, my Chief of Staff and Matt Pate, my Aide for their ongoing work on 

this program and everyone else who has helped make this program possible and sustain its success.   

 

Anyone wishing to make a contribution to the program should contact Nancy Jones with Old Pueblo 

Community Services at 520-445-7080. 

 
 
Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over! 

As the former Director of the Governor’s Office of Highway 

Safety for Governor Janet Napolitano, we worked to decrease 

the number of fatalities and injuries due to impaired driving.  

The Fourth of July is one of America’s favorite holidays.  Families 

and friends gather to celebrate our country with food, parades, 

parties, picnics and fireworks. 

 

And yet there is a very dark side to this great holiday. For many, 

the celebration includes alcohol, but the holiday quickly goes 

from festive to fatal when people choose to drive after drinking. 

 

From 2009-2013, nearly 40 percent of all traffic fatalities over the Fourth of July period occurred in 

alcohol-impaired-driving crashes. In 2013, Forbes magazine named the Independence Day holiday 

“the most dangerous holiday of the year.” 

 

 



Page 13 City of Tucson Ward 5 Newsletter 

 

 To crack down on drunk driving this Fourth of July, law enforcement will be out in full force, aggres-

sively targeting those who put lives in danger.  

 

Data from the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration shows that 10,076 people were killed 

in drunk-driving crashes in the United States in 2013—representing almost a third of all crash fatali-

ties. By comparison, during the July Fourth period that year, 39 percent of all crash fatalities involved 

alcohol-impaired drivers. 

 

In every state, it is illegal to drive with a blood alcohol concentration (BAC) of .08 or higher, yet peo-

ple continue to break the law and drive drunk.  The rate of high-BAC impaired driving is astounding. 

In fatal crashes during the July Fourth period in 2013, more than one-fifth (21%) of involved drivers 

or motorcycle operators had BACs of .15 or higher—almost twice the legal limit. 

 

Law enforcement is not messing around this Independence Day: if you’re caught driving drunk, you 

will be arrested. And keep in mind that aside from puƫting your life and the lives of others at risk, 

driving impaired can also lead to serious consequences. A DUI arrest can mean time in jail, loss of 

your license and steep financial expenses.  The average DUI costs about $10,000.  If you do decide to 

drink this 4th of July, please make the following preparations beforehand: 

 

Plan a safe way home before the fun begins. Before drinking, designate a sober driver. If you’re im-

paired, use a taxi, call a sober friend or family member, or use public transportation.  If you happen 

to see a drunk driver on the road, don’t hesitate to call 911.  If you know someone who is about to 

drive or ride while impaired, take your friend’s keys and help your friend make other arrangements 

to get to where he or she is going safely. 

 

 
Ward 5 & Tucson Has Many Wonderful Restaurants! 

With the heat upon us, who wants to cook and make 

our home even hotter!   

 

Here are some wonderful restaurants in the City of 

Tucson, Ward 5 and the Southside.  We will be fea-

turing more restaurants in future newsletters. 

 

Café Santa Rosa – 3303 S. 12th Avenue 

The food is delicious.  The service is fantastic! If you ever feel like having some native food this is the 

spot. It feels like Tucson in there, with the décor and traditional delicious food. 

 

Sunny Daze – 4980 S. Campbell Avenue 

Sunny Daze Cafe is a favorite that brings the beach to the desert on the south side! They are a diner 

that serves breakfast, lunch, and dinner. You can enjoy American, Burgers and a touch of Mexican 

food.  Must try their scrumptious Sunny Puffs! Service is outstanding! 

 

 



Page 14 City of Tucson Ward 5 Newsletter 

 

 Cora’s Café – 4525 S. Park Avenue 

Cora’s Café is well known for its home-style Mexican food, that has kept their diners satisfied, includ-

ing birria and machaca, and soups such cocido, albondigas and menudo, and great salsa.  Very 

friendly atmosphere with good service! 

 

Marymar Raspados – 4764 S. 6th Avenue 

Stop by to cool down at Marymar with their mouth-watering refreshing raspados, corn cocktails, 

smoothies, fruit salads, nachos and much, much more. Great customer service! 

 

Perfecto’s Mexican Restaurant – 5404 S. 12th Avenue 

Perfecto’s Mexican Restaurant is the perfect place to enjoy authentic Mexican food!  They are well 

known for their delicious beef or corn tamales and their savory cocido soup.  You will leave very sat-

isfied and most of all, happy with the portions and authentic flavor of the food.  Service is first class! 

 

Rigo’s Mexican Restaurant – 2527 S. 4th Ave. and 5851 N. Oracle Road 

Two locations to enjoy Rigo’s delicious authentic Mexican food!  Mexican food buffet is offered for 

breakfast, lunch and dinner or order from the great selections from the menu. Rigo’s is well known 

for the delicious home-cooked feeling.  Service is great! 

 

Los Jarritos – 4832 S. 12th Avenue 

For the best green corn or red chili beef or pork tamales visit Los Jarritos Restaurant, small place but 

great food, service, and prices.  Very friendly owners and top customer service. They also serve the 

best menudo red or white to go. 

 

Los Portales – 2615 S. 6th Avenue 

Los Portales "Cocina Mexicana" is filled with flavored entrees and traditional home style tortillas.  A 

very large menu to choose from and portions are generous. The food has great presentation and the 

taste matched it! Service is good. Beautiful authentic Mexican décor!  

 

 

Goodbye and Thank You 

Tucson will be losing two great people on Friday June 30.  June Webb, the Ex-

ecutive Director of the Metropolitan Education Commission is retiring.  I want 

to thank June for her service and commitment to education and the youth of 

our community.  Tucson is a better place because of 

June’s work and commitment to education.   

 

Tucson Police Assistant Chief Ramon Batista is leaving 

to become the Police Chief for the City of Mesa, Ari-

zona.  Ramon Batista had served Ward 5 and the 

South side well and we will miss him and wish him the best of luck leading 

Mesa’s Police Department. 
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 News and Notes 

The tenth annual, Amigos de Pima Luncheon was held on May 31 at the 

Pima Community College Downtown Campus.  The Amigos de Pima 

awarded scholarships to Pima College students to continue their education.  

I had the privilege of being the keynote speaker at the luncheon.   I want to 

congratulate all the students who received scholarships and their families.   

 

Chicanos Por La Causa  (CPLC) celebrated their 37
th

 Anniversary of work and 

success at the Desert Diamond Casino.  CPLC has become one of the largest 

Hispanic nonprofits in the country, promoting stronger and healthier com-

munities throughout the southwestern United States.  Congratulation to 

CPLC on their anniversary and success.   

 

I want to congratulate the Tucson High Champions Football Booster Club, 

who held a successful fundraiser for the Tucson High Football Team, Sun-

day, June 4 at the KC Club 1200.   

 

Earlier this month, Ward 5 intern Rodrigo Guerrero attended the 71st ses-

sion of the American Legion Arizona Boys’ State. One of two students chosen from his high school, he 

was given the tremendous opportunity to take part in a program that has shaped great leaders such 

as President Bill Clinton and Associate Justice Samuel Alito. Held at Northern Arizona University the 

conference teaches young men government from the township to state level. There, Rodrigo was 

elected to his City Council and the Arizona State Senate. I would like to extend my congratulations to 

Rodrigo and all of this year’s Boys’ State attendees.   Also, Rodrigo Guerrero was the only Tucsonan 

chosen to attend the 50
th

 Annual Conference on National Affairs being held in July.   

 
The Independence Day holiday will be observed on Tuesday, July 4. Residential and commercial 
trash and recycling will not be collected on Tuesday. All City of Tucson residential and commercial 
customers with regular collection on any day Tuesday through Friday will have their trash and recy-

cling service delayed by one day. The Los Reales Landfill will be open. 
 
Holiday collection schedules are available online at www.tucsonaz.gov/esd or if you have a smart-

phone, download the free ‘my waste’™ App to have access to all collection schedules. 
 
The Ward 5 Council Office and other city offices will be closed on Tuesday, July 4; however, cus-
tomers may leave a message for Environmental Services Customer Service at 791-3171 or by submit-
ting a service request at www.tucsonaz.gov/esd and they will be contacted no later than the next 

business day. Customer Service will be available on Saturday, July 8, from 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
 
I, along with my staff at the Ward 5 Council Office want to wish you and your family a safe and 

Happy Fourth of July. 
 
 
 
 



Ward 5 City Council Office 
4300 S. Park Avenue 

Tucson Arizona 85714 

Phone: 520-791-4231 
Fax: 520-791-3188 

Ward5@tucsonaz.gov 

https://tucsonaz.gov/

wardfive 
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Emergency Services 
Tucson Police Department or Tucson Fire Department 

DIAL 911 
 

Permits 
Planning and Development Services Department  

791-5550 
 

Housing Assistance 
City of Tucson Community Services Department 

791-4739 
 

Tucson Convention Center 
791-4101 

 
Code Enforcement & Graffiti Removal 

792-CITY (2489) 
 

Trash Pick Up & Environmental Services 
City of Tucson Environmental Services Department 

791-3171 
 

Transportation & Street Maintenance 
Tucson Department of Transportation 

791-3154 
 

Tucson Water Department 
Billing - 791-3242 

Public Information - 791-4331 
 

Park Tucson 
791-5071 

 
Pima Animal Care 

243-5900 

Frequently Used Phone Numbers 

 Help those who are in need. 
Give to the Community Food Bank.   

For more information call: 520-622-0525 

https://
www.facebook.com/

fimbresfortucson 

Stay Informed! 
Visit our other 

information outlets: 

To unsubscribe to this newsletter please send an email to:  

Ward5@tucsonaz.gov 

and include the word unsubscribe in subject line. 
 


