
Dear Friends: 
 
In Tucson, we have lots to be thankful for.  I thank you for your support these 
last seven years to help grow the Southside of Tucson, to create jobs, putting 
citizens back to work and improve the quality of life for all. 
 
The Renaissance of Southside has been a challenge but in our seven years, we 
have been able to create over 3,000 jobs, through the opening of the Home-
Goods Distribution Center, Catepillar Industries, CenturyMark Theatre, Altered 
Tails, Autobahn Indoor Speedway, Creative Machines, Fed-Ex Ground, Planet 
Fitness and Lins Buffet, to name a few of the companies and I am proud to say, 
closer to home. 

 
This is the time 
to be thankful 
for what we 
have, to be 
close with our 
families and 
friends.  Please 
be safe, don’t 

drink and drive, don’t text while driving and buckle up. 
 
Every year, the Thanksgiving holiday is one of the busiest travel times. Millions 
of Americans hit the roads to spend time with family and friends. 
 
AAA projects that 48.7 million Americans will journey 50 miles or more from 
home this Thanksgiving, an increase of one million travelers compared with last 
year. This represents a 1.9 percent increase over 2015, and the most Thanks-
giving travelers since 2007. 
 
Unfortunately, more vehicles on the road means the roads are more dangerous, 
and it’s as important as ever that everyone is buckled up. 
 
More than half of the passenger vehicle occupants killed in crashes are not 
wearing their seat belts.  During this busy time on our highways, we see too 
many preventable fatalities in crashes. 
 
These tragic crashes could have turned out differently. NHTSA research indi-
cates that proper seat belt use reduces the risk of fatal injury to front seat pas-
sengers by 45 percent, and the risk of moderate to serious injury by 50 percent. 
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Seat belt use in 2015 reached 88.5 percent, up from 86.7 percent in 2014.  If seat belt usage 
was at 100 percent, many more people would be enjoying Thanksgiving. 
 
I hope everyone has a happy and safe Thanksgiving. 
 
Peace. 

 
 
 
 
 

Richard Fimbres 
Your Ward 5 Councilmember 
 
Century 14 Theatre At The Bridges Ribbon Cutting 
 
On Thursday, November 10, Mayor Rothschild, Councilmember Scott, City Manager Michael 
Ortega and I attended the ribbon cutting of the new, Century Mark 14 Theater at the Bridges 
located in Ward 5.  The theater will employ 100 people and has 1,396 seats, all of which are 
recliners, refillable drink stations and an extended menu.  I want to congratulate Cinemark 
and their President, Alan Benjamin who brought this wonderful movie experience into Ward 5 
and Tucson. 
 
Thanks to the South Park, Las Vistas, Pueblo Gardens and Western Hills neighborhoods, Re-
tail West and Cinemark, who worked to build this state of the art movie theater. This is an-
other part of the Renaissance of Ward 5 and the South side.  We are looking forward to the 
opening of Dave and Buster’s, Lin’s Grand Buffet and a Planet Fitness. 
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Raytheon Expanding Operations – More Jobs Created   
 
It was a great day for Ward 5 
and the City of Tucson with 
the expansion of Raytheon, 
located in Ward 5.  I was 
proud to make the motion to 
bring forward a proposal for 
the Mayor and Council to 
vote to approve a second 
amendment to the pre-
annexation agreement with 
Raytheon that was done at 
the November 22 Mayor and 
Council meeting. 
 
The amendment revises the 
terms of the existing agree-
ment to provide for capital 
investments by Raytheon on property owned by the City, and to facilitate the creation of more 
than 1,900 jobs by Raytheon in the City limits in connection with the proposed expansion pro-
ject. 
 
These jobs are projected to fully meet the thresholds established by the Mayor and Council un-
der the Primary Jobs Incentive Program.  
 
In addition to the new jobs, 
this  project is projected to 
involve investments by Ray-
theon in excess of $400 mil-
lion. The amended agree-
ment would extend the time 
frame for the Annexation 
Account that was estab-
lished under the existing 
agreement, and will tie the 
expenditure of those funds 
to Raytheon’s completion of 
the expansion project and 
creation of the new jobs. 
 
The renaissance of Ward 5 
and the south side contin-
ues. 
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Veteran’s Day Events 
 
Earlier this month we celebrated Veteran’s Day with several 
events over the 9th, 10th and 11th. 
 
As a 27 year U.S. Army Veteran (Retired), I want to thank all 
the veterans who are serving or have served our country. I 
also want to thank the families of veterans for their support of those who serve or had served 
our country. 

 
I had the privilege of taking 1,400 thank you cards and let-
ters from 24 schools to the veterans at the V.A. Hospital. I 
want to thank Congresswoman Martha McSally, State 
Senator Andrea Dalessandro, Mayor Jonathan Rothschild, 
Councilmember Shirley Scott, South Tucson Councilmem-
ber Herman Lopez, Ramon Encinas from Senator John 
McCain's office, Lindsay Dearing from Congresswoman 
Martha McSally's office and Captain Michael Anderson, 
Commander of the Tucson Army Recruiting for coming out 
to give the thank you cards and letters today.   
 
I also want to thank the students and teachers from the fol-
lowing schools for making this event possible:  Apollo Mid-
dle School, Blenmen Elementary, Davidson Elementary, 
Drachman Elementary, Drexel Elementary, Elvira Elemen-
tary, Esperanza Elementary, Gallego Primary, Holladay 
Magnet School, Lawrence Intermediate, Lynn-Urquides 

Elementary, Manzo Elementary, Mary Belle McCorkle School, Ocotillo Early Learning Cen-
ter, Rivera Elementary, Robinson Elementary, Sierra Middle School, Sunnyside High School, 
Sunnyside Alternative to Suspension, Tolson Elementary, Tully Elementary, Wheeler Ele-
mentary, White Elementary and Wright Elementary.    
 
I want to thank Luke Johnson and the V.A. for having us come again and their help making 
this a success. 
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I also had the pleasure of going to Holladay Magnet 
Elementary for their Veteran's Day tribute. I want to 
thank the staff and students for their work and won-
derful program honoring our Veteran's. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The El Pueblo Senior Center on November 10th had an event to honor the veteran’s from 
their neighborhood.  Councilmember Shirley Scott and myself attended the event and gave 
thanks and community service awards to the veteran’s and their families. 

 
It was my honor and privilege again as a 27 
year U.S. Army Veteran (Retired) and as your 
Ward 5 Councilmember to take part in the 97th 
annual Tucson Veteran's Day Parade.  More 
than 100 floats and entries took part in the 
2016 Tucson Veterans Day Parade.   I want to 
thank the parade organizers for their work and 
commitment to this Tucson tradition honoring 
those who served our country and those who 
came out today.  I want to thank all the veter-

ans who are serving or have served our country. I also want to thank the families of veterans 
for their support of those who serve or had served our country. 
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Homeless Work Program Press Conference 
 
On November 1st, the press conference announcing the Homeless Work Program took place 
at Old Pueblo Community Services.  I’m very proud of the way our community has come to-
gether on the issue of homelessness and in developing this program.  Here are the remarks I 
gave at the press conference: 
 
“Since October 2015, my office has been holding community meetings on homelessness. 
The focus of these meetings were to better understand current services, what our community 
was doing well, what we were doing poorly and increase the amount of collaboration. The 
Ward 5 office simultaneously began researching other city’s for innovative ideas. One such 
example was Albuquerque’s “There’s a Better Way” program. This program worked to guide 
donations to services in a way that would maximize their impact while at the same time giv-
ing homeless people a way to earn some income and get them into programs to provide 
help. 
 
I directed my staff to contact stakeholders in Albuquerque’s “There’s a Better Way” program. 
Contacts made in Albuquerque were Alan Armijo, Constituent Services Director with the 
Mayor’s Office; Randy Woodcock, Vice President of Development with the United Way of 
Central New Mexico; and Kellie Tillerson, Director of Housing and Employment Services with 
St. Martin’s Hospitality Center. This summer I had the opportunity to go to Albuquerque to 
see their program first hand and meet with officials. 
 
Albuquerque’s pilot program operated twice a week, a driver from the Hospitality Center uses 
a van loaned by the City of Albuquerque and circulates the city and offers panhandlers a job 
for the day earning a $9.00 per hour stipend. The workers are transported to a job site to do 
landscape work and St. Martin’s provides lunch. At the end of the day the workers are trans-
ported to St. Martin’s Hospitality Center to receive their pay and get connected with other re-
sources as needed.  I have held meetings with elected officials, community organizations, 

businesses, two Chambers of Commerce, members of 
the faith based community and faith based organizations 
to gauge buy-in, challenges, and willingness to partici-
pate. 
 
Meetings were held with the following groups or individu-
als: 4th Avenue Merchants Association, Teen Challenge, 
Downtown Tucson Partnership, 4 Tucson, Old Pueblo 
Community Services, Pima County (Chuck Huckleberry, 
Jan Lesher, Margaret Kish, Supervisors Ray Carroll and 
Richard Elias, Dr. Francisco Garcia, Kate Lawson, 
Melinda Cervantes, and Kate DeMeester), Housing & 
Community Development Department, Karla Avalos-Soto, 
Tucson Police Department, Tucson Fire Department, the 

United Way, Primavera Foundation, Bishop Kicanas, Tucson Change, City Manager Michael 
Ortega, City Attorney Mike Rankin, businessman Mike Varney (Tucson Metro Chamber), Lea 
Marques Peterson, Humberto Lopez, Fletcher McCusker, Tucson Baptist, Cenpatico, Assur-
ance, Caridad Community Kitchen and Casa Maria. 
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No groups or individuals who were consulted, opposed the Tuc-
son Homeless Work Program and many expressed open support 
and willingness to participate.  
 
On October 19, I presented the program to Mayor and Council 
who gave their support for this program. In addition, the Tucson 
Change Movement was presented to the Mayor and Council, for 
which my colleagues gave their approval for this effort and to 
have the Tucson Homeless Program as it flagship program for 
donations. 
 
The Tucson Homeless Work Program is not a government pro-
gram but a collaboration by service providers, the business com-
munity, the faith based community and local organizations. 
 

 
The initial funding will come from Pima County and the City of Tucson. Further funding will 
come from donations from the community, the business community and the Tucson Change 
Movement. 
 
Tucson’s Mayor and Council supports the Tucson 
Homeless Work Program. 
 
The Pima County Board of Supervisors supports 
the Tucson Homeless Work Program. 
 
Old Pueblo Community Services will oversee the 
Tucson Homeless Work Program from this location here.  
 
Catholic Social Services is stepping up to providing the outreach worker for the program.  
 
During the five hour work shift with the Tucson Homeless Work Program, there will be a lunch 
break. Meals are being provided by Caridad Community Kitchen and here to speak about this 
is Kristin Culliney from Caridad. 
 
 

Cenpatico is providing the navigator for the Tucson Homeless 
Work Program. Greg Taylor from Cenpatico is here. Thank you 
Greg and Cenpatico for the support for this. 
 

 



Page 8 City of Tucson Ward 5 Newsletter 

 

 The van is being provided by Assurance Health, for whom their CEO, Steve Guthrie is pre-
sent. I want to thank Steve and Assurance for providing the van for the Tucson Homeless 
Work Program. 
 
Medical services are being provided by El Rio Community Health, for whom John Blackburn 
is present. I want thank El Rio Community Health for being a part of this effort. 
 
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church is providing their mobile shower for those performing work. 
Ruth Ann Smithrud from St. Andrews is here to talk about the mobile showers St. Andrew’s 
offers. 
 
One of the other ideas that came from the meetings on homelessness was the Tucson 
Change Movement. Donovan Durband from Park Tucson worked with the Downtown Tucson 
Partnership on this and secured 20 new meters through IPS. I want to have Donovan come 
up to say a few works about Tucson Change and the “Donation Stations” from IPS. 
 
Many business owners have expressed support for the Tucson Homeless Work Program, 
including: Cox Communication, Southwest Gas, TEP, Tucson Medical Center.  Another is 
HSL Properties. Omar Mireles is here to speak about their support of the Tucson Homeless 
Work Program. 
 
I want to express my thanks for everyone present for this announcement that the Tucson 
Homeless Work Program launches December 1 and for their support of this pilot program 
and effort.” 
 

 
Building Futures Luncheon 
 
On Tuesday November 8th I attended the Old 
Pueblo Community Services Building Futures 
luncheon.    
 
At this event Old Pueblo Community Services 
detailed their services and really showed them-
selves to be a tremendous asset to our com-
munity.  Hearing the testimonials of those 
who’ve experienced homelessness and their 
road to recovery was quite moving.   
 
I want to thank Tom Litwicki and the staff of 
Old Pueblo for the leadership award they gave 
me for the work I and the Ward 5 staff have 
done on the issue of homelessness and the 
formation of the Tucson Homeless Work Pro-
gram. 
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Tucson’s Troop Support Holiday Party December 18. 
 
The Ward 5 Council Office, located at 4300 South Park, will be a drop off point for toys for 
Tucson's Troop Support holiday party. 
 
Tucson Troop Support collects new toys for the military children. One group we have more 
problems for every year is the older ones ages between 15-18. For them 
maybe video games, footballs, soccer balls, basketballs, for the girls, bracelets, warm gloves, 
scarves, makeup, perfume. Once again thank you for helping us out. 
You all are invited to join in on the fun at the party. We put a lot of smiles on the military chil-
dren left behind. 
 
These children sometimes come to the Holiday party with one parent because the other par-
ent is deployed or with a Grandparent because both parents are deployed. Giving them a 
BIG smile is what we love to see. We are having all of the super heroes to include the 
Ghostbusters and many other surprises.  
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 Congratulations to Park Tucson 
 
I want to congratulate Donovan Durband and 
Park Tucson, the City of Tucson’s parking divi-
sion, who were a recipient of a 2016 Common 
Ground Award from the Metropolitan Pima Alli-
ance (MPA) on Nov. 4 at MPA’s 12th annual 
Common Ground Awards ceremony.   
 
Park Tucson collaborated with a host of organi-
zations, neighborhoods, businesses and indi-
viduals to improve and communicate the avail-

ability, convenience and value of City-managed parking in Tucson’s urban center; become 
more financially sustainable; and enforce parking regulations in a manner that complements 
and supports Downtown’s economic resurgence and growing popularity.  
 
 

El Tour de Tucson 
 
This past weekend the 34th Annual El Tour de Tucson was held.   The Tour is the largest 
cycling event in the State of Arizona and has a local boost to our economy of $15-20 million 
dollars.  Over 10,000 cyclists from Italy, Japan, Mexico, Germany, Australia, Brazil, Canada 
and from almost every state in the United States rode in these events: 106, 76, 54, 37 & 28-
mile events, Fun Ride of 11, 5 & ¼-miles plus over 3,000 Indoor El Tour Cyclists.  I want to 
thank the organizers of the Tour for another successful ride and wish them well in planning 
next year’s.  
 
Valencia Road and East Hemisphere Loop Crosswalk 
 
The HAWK (High Visibility Actuated Crosswalk) at Hemisphere Loop and Valencia became 
fully operational on November 22nd.  Please be aware of pedestrians and cyclists while driv-
ing. 
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 More People Using Tucson International Airport 
 
With 293,112 total passengers, October traffic at TIA was up 5.7% over October 2015. 
New non-stop flights to Hermosillo and New York JFK Airport launched in October and con-
tributed to this growth.  Aeromar’s new non-stop service between Tucson and Hermosillo 
launched Oct. 3 and operates four days per week.  American Airlines’ new daily, non-stop, 
round-trip service between Tucson and New York JFK Airport began Oct. 6. 
 

Strong Customer Turnouts at Hermosillo and 

Los Mochis Tradeshows 
 
The Vamos a Tucson team hosted the Vamos a 
Tucson Trade Show 2016 in Los Mochis and 
Hermosillo, along with 11 Visit Tucson partner 
businesses, totaling 22 participants. 
The four-day event included a Vamos a Tucson 
cocktail reception at the Hotel Plaza Inn with 250 

attendees from Los Mochis; a breakfast meeting with 50 tour operators and travel agents 
from Los Mochis and Guasave, Sinaloa; and the Vive La Expo Industrial 2016 in Hermosillo, 
Sonora, which welcomed more than 3,000 attendees during the two-day expo. Vamos a Tuc-
son’s next Sonoran trade show is scheduled for March 2017. 
 
Town Hall Meeting 
 
I want to thank everyone who turned out for the Sales Tax Town Hall  held Monday, Novem-
ber 21, at the El Pueblo Senior Center, 101 W. Irvington.   
 
City staff said it was the biggest turnout of the town halls held.  The comments given by the 
good citizens were constructive comments about the proposal and potential direction the city 
may take.  I want to thank City Manager Michael Ortega, CFO Joyce Garland, Assistant City 
Manager Albert Elias, Tucson Police Chief Chris Magnus, TFD Assistant Chief Joe Gulotta 
and the other City staff present for this town hall.  
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 Tucson Firefighters Giving Back   
 
On Saturday, November 19, Tucson’s Firefighters held their annual Food Box Give Away at 
Local 479, 2264 E. Benson Highway, for which I had the privilege to attend.   Firefighters and 
the families volunteer to put together food boxes for those in need in our community. They do 
this over the Thanksgiving and Christmas Holidays. Congratulations to IAFF Local 479 for 
their commitment to help those in need for our community. 
 
Arizona Bilingual Festival de dar Gracias 
 
I had the privilege of attending the 
2016 Festival de dar Gracias held 
at Clinica Medica Familiar, 3770 
S. 16th Ave on Saturday, Novem-
ber 19.  Arizona Bilingual and 
Clinica Medica donated more than 
1,000 turkeys to families.   
 
I want to congratulate Alma Gal-
lardo and the Arizona Bilingual 
staff for another successful festival 
that benefitted many families on 
Tucson’s South Side.   
 
Additionally I’d like to thank the following individuals for their participation and contributions to 
make this event happen: Jose Luis Baca, Naomi Proano, Paul Cicala, Ericka Aguilar, Martha 
Bello, Mirna Valenzuela, Maria Robles, Dr. Julissa Ochoa Buck MD, Kenneth Babbitt NP, 
Joshua Limon NP, Haydee Armenta, David Martinez, Luis Lopez, Daniel Gonzalez, Jesus 
Valenzuela, Libran Moreno, Leobardo Avila, Maria Powell, Ma Christina Lopez, Azucena 
Verdugo, Juliana Fernandes, Krystal Avila, Jeovana Mackean, Miguel Pico, Andres 
Valenzuela, Roberto Manteca, Jesus Rodriguez, Juliana Fernandez, Gaby Prandini and Ger-
ardo Vasquez. 
 
 

Mark Your Calendars 
 
The 20th Annual Tucson Pastorela will take place December 1-
11 at the Cabaret Theater, 300 South Scott.   For tickets or 
more information, go online to borderlandstheatre.org.    
 
Daniel Buckley, who is making the “Mariachi Miracle,” will be 
spearheading a fundraiser for the station at the El Casino Ball-
room, 437 East 26th Street.  For more information, go online to 
kxci.org. 
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Emergency Services 
Tucson Police Department or Tucson Fire Department 

DIAL 911 
 

Permits 
Planning and Development Services Department  

791-5550 
 

Housing Assistance 
City of Tucson Community Services Department 

791-4739 
 

Tucson Convention Center 
791-4101 

 
City of Tucson Code Enforcement 

791-5843 
 

TPD Red Tag Unit 
837-7318 

 
Graffiti Removal 
792-CITY (2489) 

 
Trash Pick Up & Environmental Services 

City of Tucson Environmental Services Department 
791-3171 

 
Transportation & Street Maintenance 

Tucson Department of Transportation 
791-3154 

 
Tucson Water Department 

Billing - 791-3242, Public Information - 791-4331 
 

Park Tucson 
791-5071 

 
Pima Animal Care 

243-5900 

Frequently Used Phone Numbers 

 Help those who are in 

need. 
Give to the  

Community Food Bank.   
For more  

information call:  
520-622-0525 

https://
www.facebook.com/

fimbresfortucson 

Stay Informed! 
Visit our other 

information outlets: 

To unsubscribe to this newsletter please send an email to:  

Ward5@tucsonaz.gov 

and include the word unsubscribe in subject line. 
 

Contact Information 


