
Dear Friends: 
 
As I write this letter, the general election fast approaches.  On Tuesday, Novem-
ber 8, voters in Tucson, Pima County, Arizona and across our nation will go to 
the polls to decide elections for offices from President, U.S. Senate, Congress 
to local school boards. 
 
In addition to the federal elections, President, U.S. Senate, Congress that Ari-
zona voters will consider, all seats in the Arizona Legislature (Senate and 
House), two state ballot measures, various 
County offices, Community College Board 
and School Board seats, as well school 
and fire district override and ballot meas-
ures are other items voters will consider for 
this general election. 
 
The tone and rhetoric of this election has 
not been a positive one for voters during 
this time, but there are many elections and issues to be considered and voted 
upon. 
 
This is not the time to stay home or stay silent for this election.   There is too 
much at stake. 
 
Every position on the ballot, State, County, College District, School District and 
Fire District as well the two state ballot propositions down to the local override 
elections have an impact in our lives. 
 
Voting gives citizens a voice in the government, allowing them to choose lead-
ers and decide on issues. Some elections are very close, so each vote matters 
in an election.   
 
There have been close elections throughout this nation’s history, Arizona in-
cluded. As we witnessed in the last election in 2014, it was 167 votes which de-
cided the Arizona Congressional District 2 election between then incumbent 
Representative Ron Barber (D) and Martha McSally (GOP), which McSally 
edged out Barber after a recount. 
 
October 28 was the last day to request an early ballot in Pima County.   Now 
through Friday, November 4, people can go to Early Voting Sites to cast a bal-
lot.  The list of the locations can be found online here:   https://
www.recorder.pima.gov/EarlyBallotSites. 
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From Saturday, November 5 through Monday November 7, the Pima County Recorder’s Of-
fice will be open as Emergency Voter Sites.   For more questions, please call (520) 724-4330. 
 
Men and women serving our country died to ensure that people can vote.  Your vote is your 
voice so use it.  As President Obama said, “Don’t boo, vote!” 
 
Peace. 

 
 
 
 
 

Richard Fimbres 
Your Ward 5 Councilmember 
 
HOMEGOODS DEDICATION 
The HomeGoods Distribution Center, located at 7000 S. Alvernon Way, in Tucson’s Ward 5 
held its grand opening and ribbon cutting on Thursday, October 13. 
  
The 850,000 square feet HomeGoods 
Distribution Center will get the products 
sold by HomeGoods to their stores 
across the Western United States and 
will employ 1,000 people. 
  
Present for the ribbon cutting were Tuc-
son Mayor Jonathan Rothschild, Tucson 
Ward 5 Councilmember Richard Fim-
bres, Pima County Supervisor Sharon 
Bronson, Pima County Supervisor 
Ramon Valadez and U.S. Congress-
woman Martha McSally. 
  
John Ricciuti, President of HomeGoods, Steve Holden, Executive Vice President and C.O.O, 
of HomeGoods, Joe Dubord, Senior Vice President for Distribution Services as well as the 
entire HomeGood Board of Directors were present for the ribbon cutting. 
  
Also in attendance were Tucson City Manager Michael Ortega, Tucson Assistant City Man-
ager Albert Elias, Pima County Administrator Chuck Huckleberry, Juan Ciscomani, the Direc-
tor of Arizona Governor Doug Ducey’s Southern Arizona and Northern Mexico office and rep-
resentatives from Sun Corridor who helped to bring HomeGoods to Tucson. 
  
Bringing the HomeGoods Distribution Center to Tucson was a collaboration with the City of 
Tucson, Pima County, the Arizona Commerce Authority, Sun Corridor and HomeGoods. In 
addition, the votes by the other boards of school districts and governmental entities helped to 
bring the distribution center here. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

.  
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I want to thank my colleagues on the Tucson 
City Council, Tucson’s Economic Initiative 
Office, the Pima County Board of Supervi-
sors, the Arizona Commerce Authority, Sun 
Corridor and the other districts whose work 
and votes help to bring HomeGoods to Tuc-
son. This is a big win for Ward 5, Tucson, 
Pima County and Southern Arizona. 
  
This dedication and ribbon cutting marked the 
end of more than a year and half worth of 
work for the City of Tucson and HomeGoods. 
Tucson’s City Council gave final approval in 
March 2015 and construction on the distribu-
tion center followed suit, which included 259 
constructions jobs at a cost of $100 million. 
According to an independent economic analysis, the HomeGoods Distribution Center will have 
an economic impact of $838 million for our community. 
  
Compared to locations such as California, Tucson can typically offer a lower cost of doing busi-
ness and the HomeGoods dedication signals to other companies that Tucson is a competitive 
location for future expansion opportunities and with the recent announcements of businesses 
opening and relocating here, Tucson is competing and winning.  
 
This dedication continues the Renaissance of Ward 5 and the South side. 
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CHERRYBELL UPDATE 
On Thursday, October 27, U.S. Rep. Mark Meadows of 
North Carolina, the Chair of the House Subcommittee 
overseeing the Postal Service, toured the Cherrybell Post 
Office and Processing Center and took part in a roundta-
ble meeting of stakeholders at the Tucson’s Ward 5 Coun-
cil Office.  Rep. Meadows was invited to Tucson by U.S. 
Rep. Martha McSally (AZ-CD 2), who has worked closely with my office, for which the Cher-
rybell Post Office and Processing Center is located in.   

 
In addition my office works has worked closely 
with U.S. Representatives Martha McSally and 
Raul Grijalva’s offices to coordinate local and 
federal efforts in support of the Cherrybell 
Postal Processing Facility.  Joining U.S. Repre-
sentatives Meadows and McSally and myself 
on the tour at Cherrybell were U.S. Rep. Raul 
Grijalva (CD-3), Pima County Recorder F. Ann 
Rodriguez and Juan Ciscomani, Arizona Gover-
nor Doug Ducey’s Southern Arizona and North-
ern Sonora Mexico Director.    

 
This tour showed postal officials that Cherry-
bell was a community issue and that the six 
year effort to keep our processing center open 
continues.   I  want to thank Congressman 
Meadows for coming out to Tucson to tour 
Cherrybell, taking part in the roundtable meet-
ing and hearing first hand, how important 
Cherrybell is to our community and state.  I  
want to again thank Congresswoman McSally 
for arranging the trip and for her work on this 
important issue and  Congressman Grijalva for 
his advocacy and efforts to keep Cherrybell 
open and operating. 
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The roundtable meeting of 
stakeholders followed the tour 
at the Ward 5 Council Office.  
More than 40 people were pre-
sent, including: State Senator 
Andrea Dalessandro (LD 2), 
State Representative Chris 
Ackerely, Pima County Re-
corder F. Ann Rodriguez, Tuc-
son Mayor Jonathan Roths-
child, Tucson City Manager Mi-
chael Ortega, George Kalil of 
Kalil Bottling and representa-
tives from veteran’s groups, the 
Tucson Metro Chamber of 
Commerce, Cox Communica-
tions, 4Tucson, Southwest Gas, 
TEP, Arizona Bilingual, surrounding neighbors, members of the 
Faith Based Community, the American Postal Workers Union 
and Pima County. 
 
During the roundtable discussion, there were many accounts of 
how the changes made by the post office in January has delayed 
mail even further, caused delays in medical prescription, busi-
nesses losing potential offers and checks being delayed because 
of the situation with Cherrybell.   
 
Those present talked about now having it take a week to mail a 
letter in Tucson to another address in Tucson and the economic 
impact the delays have hurt Tucson and Southern Arizona. 
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MASH FREE SPAY NEUTER A SUCCESS 
More than 450 dogs and cats were spayed/neutered at the Second Annual MASH Free Spay 
Neuter Event held October 7-9 at Los Ranchitos School.  
 
This event was a collaboration of animal welfare organizations, interested individuals and 
local businesses and government working together to provide this amazing gift to our com-
munity.  
 
All surgeries and vaccinations were free to anyone that decides to have their pets altered. 
Skilled, licensed veterinarians from all over the state and teams of trained veterinary techni-
cians volunteered their services to provide our animal clients with the best possible care. 
 
This event helped to ensure that our pets are taken care of, provides a needed resource to 
animal lovers who may not be able to provide full veterinary care for their animals. I also 
want to thank those who volunteered their time for this event that helped our community. 
 
“The Sunnyside School District is pleased to again to have played an integral part to help 
control our pet population,” Steve Holmes, Sunnyside School District Superintendent said. 
“This effort not only helps the Sunnyside School District, but our entire community through 
the work of the MASH Free Spay/Neuter event.” 
 
In addition to the dozens of wonderful volunteers, the following groups and organizations vol-
unteered their time and efforts to make the second MASH successful: The Sunnyside School 
District, Animal Welfare Alliance of Southern Arizona (AWASA), Ward 5 Councilmember 
Richard Fimbres, Ward 5 Chief of Staff Mark Kerr, Melinda Jacobs, Clara Lee Arnold, Pat 
Hubbard with the Humane Society, Ward 1 Councilmember Regina Romero, Santa Cruz Vet 
Clinic, Humane Society of Southern Arizona, Pima Medical Institute, U of A College of Agri-
culture and Life Sciences, Paterson 

 
Veterinary, MWI Veterinary Supply, R X 0 2 Oxy-
gen and Medical Supplies, Arizona Bilingual, Tuc-
son Police Department, Pima County Sheriff’s De-
partment, Humane Society, Arizona Rangers, Pon-
derosa 105.3 FM, Spay and Neuter Solutions, 
Foundation for Animals In Risk (FAIR), WalMart, 
Animal Rescue Foundation (ARF), Dynamite Car 
Wash, Pima Animal Care Center, Happy Tails Pet 
Services, Los Jarritos, Tucson Cares, El Rio Bak-
ery, Pat’s Chile Dogs, Buffalo Wild Wings, Per-
fecto’s Mexican Food, Circle K, Loren’s Pooper 
Scooper Services and People for Animals In the 
Prevention of Cruelty and Neglect. 

 
In the two years of this event, more than 1,600 dogs and cats were spayed/neutered 

thanks to the efforts of these organizations, veterinarians and volunteers. 
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PUEBLO GARDENS BARBECUE GRILL DEDICATION 
On Saturday, October 8, I had the privilege to attend the Pueblo 
Gardens Neighborhood Association Barbecue Grill Dedication at 
Pueblo Gardens Park.  Many neighbors turned out for the event.  
The neighborhood association leadership had approached Tuc-
son City Manager Michael Ortega about getting a couple of bar-
becue grills installed in the park.  The City Manager worked with 
the Parks and Recreation Department and several grills were in-
stalled in the park.  The City Manager attended the dedication 
and received an award from the neighborhood for the grills.  I 
want to thank Cindy Ayala, President of the Pueblo Gardens 
Neighborhood Association and Bernice Vanover, Vice President 
of the Pueblo Gardens Neighborhood Association and the Board 
for their successful event. 

 
WORLD HABITAT DAY MARKED 
Monday, October 3 marked World Habitat Day 
and Habitat for Humanity-Tucson held a dedica-
tion of a newly built houses in Ward 5 at South 
Copper Plate.  This house was a part of a bigger 
effort for Habitat Tucson’s latest project on Copper 
Plate, more than 100 volunteers were present to 
help finish the remaining houses. I want to con-
gratulate T. Van Hook, Habitat for Humanity Tuc-
son’s Executive Director, Habitat Tucson’s staff 
and volunteers for a job well done. 
 

 
EL PUEBLO CENTER FORUM HELD 
On Wednesday, October 26, from 5:30 to 7 pm, Councilmember Re-
gina Romero and I held a community outreach meeting about the El 
Pueblo Center complex at the El Pueblo Senior Center, 101 W. Ir-
vington Road.   
 
I want to thank the 45 people who came out to for this meeting.  I 
want to thank Parks Director Joan Stauch and her staff for a great 
presentation and discussion.  The various organizations who rent 
space at El Pueblo also spoke out about their efforts as well.  Good 
comments were given by those present.  I 
 
t was a good first step for our community to work together to make El 
Pueblo a better center for us all.  People can still give feedback by 
going online to: https://www.tucsonaz.gov/parks/surveys and then 
click on the link to El Pueblo. 
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 PROGRAM MANAGER OPENING AT COMPASS 
CAH is seeking experienced candidates for its Program Manger position. The Program Man-
ager is responsible for overall program operations of Compass Affordable Housing, Inc. 
(CAH) and its related activities. CAH is a growing non-profit organization that provides ser-
vice enriched, affordable housing to low-income persons. We have a Tenant Services pro-
gram at our housing sites and a Community Housing Program that assists homeless indi-
viduals and families move into permanent housing scattered throughout 
Pima County. This position ensures compliance with CAH directives and applicable grantor, 
federal and state requirements; conducts grant writing and reporting; supervises programs 
and staff; and builds community and funder partnerships.  Please contact us at 
InfoCAH@compassaffordablehousing for the position announcement or to send 
your cover letter and resume. 
 
MORE JOB LISTINGS 
The newly opened Home Goods Distribution Center is seeking to hire 400 people by years 
end and more next year. All those interested in applying should click on the following link: 
http://tucsonne.ws/1SnNVPW.  The Cinemark Theater at the Bridges will open in the next 
few weeks. Anyone interested in a career with Cinemark can apply here: http://
images.cinemark.com/employment-theatres.aspx 
 
AEROMAR’S HERMOSILLO FLIGHT LAUNCHED OCTOBER 3 
Congratulations to Tucson Airport Authority and Visit Tucson’s Felipe Garcia for their suc-
cessful efforts to launch Aeromar’s four-days-per-week flight between Tucson and Her-
mosillo.  The route has additional stops after Hermosillo to the following Mexico cities—Los 
Mochis, Mazatlan and Guadalajara.  This route is the first commercial air service Tucson has 
had into Mexico in eight years.  At the Oct. 3 reception for Aeromar and Mexican travel offi-
cials, Aeromar CEO Andres Fabre said that he hopes to make this route a daily flight in the 
near future. Additionally, he said they will consider flying from Tucson to other cities in Mex-
ico if this route performs well. 
 
FIRST NEW YORK NON-STOP FLIGHT TO TUCSON LANDED 
The first nonstop flight from JFK airport arrived at Tucson International, located in Ward 5. at 
7:20 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 6.  Visit Tucson said in an interview, they have been marketing in 
New York and the Tri-state area for over a month now.   The first nonstop flight from JFK ar-
rived with 104 passengers. They were greeted by Visit Tucson, Tucson fashion week, El 
Charro, and a mariachi band.  The first flight from Tucson International Airport to JFK took off 
at 8 a.m., Friday October 3,  Congratulations to all involved to make this non-stop flight to 
New York City a reality. 
 
ART DECORATION OFFERED 
Join the fun and learn art decoration by Yolanda Herrera.  You will learn about the desert 
wild gourds and decorating them to become Christmas Ornaments.  We will travel to the 
2017 Gourd Festival and making art as a fundraiser for the Children’s Garden in Barrio 
Kroger Lane “Hummingbird View.”  For more details, call or email Yoli at (520) 991-3307, 
acuinteriors@aol.com or Josefina Cardenas at (520) 971-6490, 
josefina.cardenas.jc@gmail.com. 
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HOLLINGER AWARDED FITNESS EQUIPMENT FROM GRANT 
On October 25, Hollinger K8 School in Ward 5, celebrated the grand opening of their 
$100,000 gym.  This gym was awarded to Hollinger through a grant from the National Foun-
dation for Governors Fitness Council. Congratulations to Principal Brian Lambert, teacher/
coach Lori Cook on the gym equipment and the teachers and staff for their work and commit-
ment to the students. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HOPEFEST  
The 24th Annual Hope Fest took place Saturday, October 22,at Kino Stadium, 2500 East Ajo 
Way, located in Ward 5.  HopeFest has devoted its energy to passionately serving the hun-
gry, needy and under-represented members of our community.  Hope Fest has operated in 
Tucson for 23 years.  This year more than 12,000 needy Tucsonans at the Kino Stadium 
were helped. Hope Fest provides over $1.5 million dollars of good and services on that one 
day.  Congratulations to the organizers and volunteers and groups who made this year’s 
event a success.  For more information, go online to hopefest.com. 
 
GRACE ST. PAUL’S THANKSGIVING SPA DAY 
On Thursday, November 17, 8 am to 4 pm, Grace St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 2331 E. Ad-
ams is holding a Thanksgiving Spa Day, providing free haircuts, makeovers, manicures, 
scalp massages, aromatherapy, facials for those in need, both men and women in our com-
munity. 
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 WITH HALLOWEEN AROUND THE CORNER!  
For many people, autumn events like Halloween and 
Harvest Day are fun times to 
dress up in costumes, go trick-or-treating, attend par-
ties, and eat yummy treats. 
These events are also opportunities to provide nutri-
tious snacks, get physical activity, and focus on 
safety. Check out these tips to help make the festivi-
ties fun and safe for trick-or-treaters and party guests! 
 
• Swords, knives, and similar costume accessories 
should be short, soft, and 
flexible. 
• Avoid trick-or-treating alone. Walk in groups or with 
a trusted adult. 

• Fasten reflective tape to costumes and bags to help drivers see you. 
• Examine all treats for choking hazards and tampering before eating them. 
• Limit the amount of treats you eat. 
• Hold a flashlight while trick-or-treating to help you see and others see you.  Always WALK 
and don't run from house to house. 
• Always test make-up in a small area first. Remove it before bedtime to prevent possible 
skin and eye irritation. 
• Look both ways before crossing the street. Use established crosswalks wherever possible. 
• Lower your risk for serious eye injury by not wearing decorative contact lenses. 
• Only walk on sidewalks whenever possible, or on the far edge of the road facing traffic to 
stay safe. 
• Wear well-fitting masks, costumes, and shoes to avoid blocked vision, trips, and falls. 
• Eat only factory-wrapped treats. Avoid eating homemade treats made by strangers. 
• Enter homes only if you're with a trusted adult. Only visit well-lit houses.  Don't stop at dark 
houses.   
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Ward 5 City Council Office 
4300 S. Park Avenue 

Tucson Arizona 85714 

Phone: 520-791-4231 
Fax: 520-791-3188 

Ward5@tucsonaz.gov 

http://cms3.tucsonaz.gov/

wardfive 

City of Tucson Ward 5 Newsletter 

Emergency Services 
Tucson Police Department or Tucson Fire Department 

DIAL 911 
 

Permits 
Planning and Development Services Department  

791-5550 
 

Housing Assistance 
City of Tucson Community Services Department 

791-4739 
 

Tucson Convention Center 
791-4101 

 
City of Tucson Code Enforcement 

791-5843 
 

TPD Red Tag Unit 
837-7318 

 
Graffiti Removal 
792-CITY (2489) 

 
Trash Pick Up & Environmental Services 

City of Tucson Environmental Services Department 
791-3171 

 
Transportation & Street Maintenance 
Tucson Department of Transportation 

791-3154 
 

Tucson Water Department 
Billing - 791-3242, Public Information - 791-4331 

 
Park Tucson 
791-5071 

 
Pima Animal Care 

243-5900 

Frequently Used Phone Numbers 

 Help those who are in 

need. 
Give to the  

Community Food Bank.   
For more  

information call:  
520-622-0525 

https://
www.facebook.com/

fimbresfortucson 

Stay Informed! 
Visit our other 

information outlets: 

To unsubscribe to this newsletter please send an email to:  

Ward5@tucsonaz.gov 

and include the word unsubscribe in subject line. 
 


