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Friends:
Each year the United States honors the contributions that Latinos have made to our
great country with Hispanic Heritage Month, which runs until October 15.
Despite all the negativity in our country today during this election cycle, the Latino
community has a rich heritage of educational innovation and achievement. The Spanish established two universities in Lima and Mexico in 1541, and a total of seven universities in the new world before Harvard opened its doors. Latinos made tremendous
contributions in art, music, science and literature during the renaissance period.
Celebrating Hispanic Heritage Month gives us an
opportunity to reflect on what makes Latinos such
a strong, contributing force in America. We reflect
on the history of our people who were part of this
land long before the birth of the United States.
Latinos were among the earliest European settlers
in the New World, and Latinos as a people, like
their many cultures, share a rich history and great
diversity.
Latino Americans have roots in Europe, Africa and South and Central America, and
close cultural ties to Mexico, the Caribbean, Cental America, South America and Spain.
This diversity has brought variety and richness to the mosaic that is America and has
strengthened our national character with invaluable perspective experience and values.
Through the years, Latin Americans have played an integral role in our Nation’s success
in science, the arts, business, military service, government and every other field of endeavor and their talent, creativity, and achievement continue to energize our national
life. Latinos have had a profound and positive influence on our country through their
commitment to family, faith, hard work and service. They have enhanced and shaped
our national character with centuries old traditions that reflect the multiethnic and
multicultural customs of their community.
The United States is a country made of, and made for, immigrants. But the Latinos
have been in this area for thousands of years. And to say our culture has little impact
on our community, would be a major understatement. Our culture has taken the
country by storm. You can see Latino influence on culture from here to New York but
we think very little of it.

Page 2

City of Tucson Ward 5 Newsletter

With over 50 million Latinos across the United States, Latinos now make up the largest minority group
and represent billions in buying power. Latinos also represent the fastest growing segment of the
American electorate.
In Arizona, Raul Castro served as our first Latino Governor in the 1970’s. In 1991, Ed Pastor was the
first Latino elected to represent Arizona in the U.S. Congress. Today there are two Latinos in Congress
representing Arizona: Raul Grijalva and Ruben Gallego.
In Tucson and Pima County, Latinos have sent a strong message by turning out to vote and leading the
state in the number of Latinos that have been elected to governing bodies such as the state legislature, Pima County government, the Tucson City Council, Pima Community College governing board
and local school districts.
In a recent article in “Inside Tucson Business,” entitled “Hispanics a Key to Tucson’s Rebound,” it discussed the importance of buying power of the Latino Community in Tucson, Pima County and
throughout Arizona. It noted, “the Latino impact on the local and national economy and that the purchasing power represents $8 billion per year in Pima County, a number that is expected to increase by
88% in the next decade.” By 2024, Latinos are estimated to spend $14 billion in the Tucson economy,
equating to 28 percent of the total market spending.
Take our food for example. In Tucson, I can walk to almost any corner and get a menudo so good, it
reminds me of Sundays after church and eating and laughing with the family. The attempted recreation of our gastronomic heritage is sought after all over our country and our city became the first city
in the United States to be recognized as a UNESCO World City of Gastronomy.
After eight years, Tucson will have again, non-stop flights to Mexico through Aeromar Airlines.
We have become accustomed to the unique beauty that Latino culture has blessed this little town
with, even though we contact the rich heritage every day.
As we reflected on the Latino contributions in this great country, let us not lose sight of where we, as
Americans, Arizonans, Tucsonans need to go. We must continue to work together to solve the challenges of today, so our community and our children have a better tomorrow.
Saludos.

Richard Fimbres
Your Ward 5 Councilmember
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.
Cherrybell Update
Congress continues to await the Congressional Budget Office (CBO)
“score” of the Postal Reform Act, HR 5714. The decision to bring the
bill to the House floor will be made once the “score” is released. The
target for House floor consideration of Postal Reform by early October.

Tucson Change Movement
At the September 20 Mayor and Council meeting, the business community brought forward a proposal
to help the homeless community, the Tucson Change Movement.
John Jacobs, then the leader of the Downtown Tucson Partnership, had brought the idea to the Homeless Work Group in November of last year for an effort to raise funds for homeless
programs. I had been chairing the meetings of the Homeless
Work Group, which consists of representatives from the City,
Pima County, the faith based community, non-profit groups,
service providers, local businesses and business organizations
and members of the homeless community.
Jacob’s original idea for the Tucson Change Movement would
have used old parking meters, stationed in areas in the respective business districts, to collect change and have the funds go
directly to homeless programs and efforts in Tucson. Donovan
Durband, the Director of Park Tucson, the City department
that oversees city owned parking lots and the parking meter
system, went to the IPS Group, the company that the City had purchased meters from, and pitched the
idea of the Tucson Change Movement. The IPS Group gave Park Tucson 20 new meters, which in addition to taking change, could allow people to make a credit card donation as well.
The Tucson Change Movement would also have, in addition to the meters, an online web site, tucsonchange.org where people could also donate, the ability to donate through a QR code and donation collections at businesses in several of the business districts.
The new meters would be painted a different color scheme. The Community Foundation for Southern
Arizona would be the fiduciary. An oversight committee of representatives from the business districts
and the Council offices would direct the funds received by the Tucson Change Movement to programs.
The City would cover the $8,000 installation and maintenance charge for the 20 meters.
This is a similar effort that has been in various cities, including Denver, Colorado, for which Denver
raised $100,000 in a year for this.
The Mayor and Council will vote on the resolution for the donation of the meters and the formalization
of the Tucson Change Movement at their October 19 meeting.
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Redistricting of Tucson’s Wards
In May of this year, City staff had recommended to Mayor and Council to reactivate the Redistricting Committee to review the current Ward boundaries and
look at the precincts and those that were
split.
The last time the City Redistricting Committee met was in 2012 to make changes
after the U.S. Census and the Pima County
Board of Supervisors review of the precincts and political district boundaries,
which was done in 2011.
The City’s rules include that a balance of
population must be in place.
In their review in 2012 the Pima County
Board of Supervisors had reduced the
number of precincts to 288. The Mayor and Council’s Redistricting Committee worked off the new
map and drew the lines for the Ward’s as we know them today.
One of the requirements is that no Ward may have a population amount deviation of ten percent.
The Mayor and Council approved the current map, going into effect in 2013.
Since the initial City review, the Pima County Board of Supervisors had reduced the number of Precincts from 288 to 240 and purportedly changed precinct boundaries, splitting some precincts between Wards and causing the request for the review by City staff.
So with the changes by Pima County, has the population changed in the Wards?
Here is the breakdown of the Wards
Ward
1
2
3
4
5
6

Total Population
86,819
86,236
83,972
90,409
83,909
89,036

Target Population
86,730
86,730
86,730
86,730
86,730
86,730

City of Tucson Population: 520,382

Deviation Difference
0.10%
-0.57%
-3.18%
4.24%
-3.25%
2.66%
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What about the split precincts? It was a total of four, affecting only three Wards, two the precincts
involving Ward 5.
If the City had the previous hybrid voting process, with polling places, then the question about split
precincts and Ward’s arises then. The City has the all-vote by mail process, saving more than
$600,000 per election cycle and has shown to increase turnout as people vote by mail at their
homes.
When it comes to redistricting, as done previously as mandated, the entire City map and respective
precincts are reviewed. The City of Tucson has had split precincts in prior years and was able to operate this way, even with the hybrid voting system.
Our neighborhoods have worked with their respective Council offices on issues of concern and any
change resulting in the neighborhoods having to go to another Council office could upset that work
and any potential progress.
My office has not heard convincing arguments in favor of any changes and has received communications from constituents who are against the proposed changes. When the Mayor and Council approved the current map in 2012, it was to be for ten years. The good citizens of Tucson are use to
the current boundaries and changes can not be made every time Pima County takes an action.
The public hearing took place Thursday, September 29 but people can review the map at https://
www.tucsonaz.gov/files/clerks/pdf/RAC-Proposal2016.pdf, and send their comments to cityclerk@tucsonaz.gov.
Tucson LGBT Pride
On Saturday, October 1, Tucson’s LGBT Community will be holding their annual Pride event at Reid
Park.
Our City has a lot to be proud of for when
on February 7, 1977, Tucson became one of
the first cities in the nation to adopt an ordinance prohibiting discrimination in housing, public accommodations and employment, based upon Sexual Orientation, Race,
Color, National origin, Ancestry, Gender
Identity, Disability, Age, Religion, Sex, Familial Status and Marital Status. This ordinance has full enforcement powers.
In 1991, during the AIDS epidemic, the City of Tucson was the first governmental entity to give funding to AIDS service organizations .
In 1996, the City of Tucson extended medical and dental benefits to the same sex partners and families of city employees, the first governmental entity in Arizona to do so.
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After the tragic murder of 21 year old Matthew Shepard in 1998, the Mayor and Council approved
the formation of the City of Tucson Commission on GLBT issues, making Tucson’s GLBT community a
part of the city government.
In 2003, the City of Tucson became the first city in Arizona to officially recognize same-sex couples
with the formation of a domestic partner registry, for which more than 1,000 same-sex couples
signed up and registered their relationship with the City of Tucson.
Our city elected its first out Lesbian City Councilmember, Karin Uhlich in 2005 and appointed the first
out Gay Police Chief in Arizona with Chris Magnus in 2016.
Tucson’s LGBT community contributes to our city with its businesses, cultural groups and organizations. The LGBT community has brought numerous conferences and events to Tucson, such as the
International Gay Bowling Organization Conference and Tournament in 2014.
The LGBT community in Tucson has accomplished a lot, but it all started with a tragic hate crime, the
murder of a 21 year old college student, Richard Heakin, in 1976. Killed by three high school students because of who he was.
Tucson’s LGBT Community worked with the straight-supportive Tucsonans, such as former Tucson
Mayor George Miller, resulting in the passage of the anti-discrimination ordinance in 1977.

Brush and Bulky Pickups
Environmental Services offers Brush and Bulky twice a year.
Environmental Services will pick up 10 cubic yards of materials
with the following guidelines:
They will take brush, cacti (must be contained), lumber up to five
feet, scrap metal, piping up to five feet, appliances, refrigerator
and freezers with doors removed, automobile tires (limit five),
and home furnishings.
Environmental Services will not collect:
Dirt, stone, concrete, gravel, glass, household hazardous waste
(i.e. paint, oil, pesticides and liquids).
If you have a Brush and Bulky pickup that is outside these dates,
you can request a roll-off to be delivered to your neighborhood by
calling 791-3171.
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Vamos A Tucson Baseball Fiesta
The sixth annual Vamos a Tucson Baseball Fiesta will take place September 29
through October 2 at Kino Veterans Memorial Ballpark. Four teams from the
Mexican Pacific League and two squads from Major League Baseball will take
part in the tournament. For more information, go online to mexicanbaseballfiesta.com.
HopeFest, October 22
The 24th Annual Hope Fest will take place Saturday, October 22, 9 am to 2 pm, at Kino Stadium, 2500 East Ajo Way.
HopeFest has devoted its energy to passionately serving the hungry, needy and underrepresented members of our community.
Hope Fest has operated in Tucson for 23
years and last year and served 12,000 needy Tucsonans at the Kino Stadium. Hope Fest provides over
$1.5 million dollars of good and services on that one day. For more information, go online to
hopefest.com.
MASH Free Spay Neuter Clinic, October 7-9
On October 7, 8 and 9, the second annual Free MASH Spay/Neuter
Clinic will take place again at Los Ranchitos School, 2054 East
Ginter. This year’s effort is again being overseen by the Humane
Society, AWASA and a team of dedicated Veterinarians giving their
time and vet techs as well. This year’s approach will be different
from last year’s event.
They will be checking in animals from 7 am to 1 pm those three
days and then doing the necessary procedures to alleviate the
wait time for the owners. All dogs and cats are welcome. For
more information, call 319-1169.
HomeGoods Dedication, October 13
The day Tucson has been waiting for will be
here. On Thursday, October 13, the HomeGoods Distribution Center will have it’s official
grand opening at 3649 E. Corona in Ward 5.
HomeGoods is in the process of hiring 400 people this year and 510 next year, and will have
an economic impact of more than $838 million
for our economy.
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FBI/LULAC Community Service Awards
On Friday, September 30, the League of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC) Council 1057 will be holding their annual
FBI/LULAC Community Service Awards luncheon.
It has been over 26 years since LULAC started nominating outstanding citizens from the City of Tucson, Pima County and
the State of Arizona, for the LULAC/FBI Community Service
Awards. The Honorable William Sessions, then FBI Director,
and Mr. Jim Perez, then Chief of the FBI’s Office of Equal Opportunity, worked with Richard Fimbres, then a LULAC State
Officer, to create the LULAC/FBI Community Service Award.
Honorees come from all aspects of our community, who are being recognized for the good things
they do for all. Many individuals are and have been surprised to receive a letter from LULAC informing them that they are receiving a Community Service Award.
One of the great things about this event is that our community comes together, under one roof to
recognize and thank those who work hard to better all our lives.
We are fortunate to live in a city that embraces, celebrates and marks aspects of its diverse culture
through awards and with events.
In addition to the FBI/LULAC Community Service Awards and other similar efforts, Tucson marks cultural and other events, such as: Juneteenth, Cinco de Mayo, Dia de los Muertos, Tucson Rodeo, Mariachi Conference, the Tohono O’odham Rodeo and Fair, Pascua Yaqui Tribal Recognition Day, St. Patrick’s Day, Veteran’s Day and the Christmas Lights Parade.
Goodbye Javier!
Thursday, September 22 was Javier F. Herrera's last day working at
the Ward 5 Council Office.
He worked at the Ward 5 office for more than four years, to make
Ward 5 a better place to live, work and raise a family. I want to thank
him for his service and commitment to our community during his
time at Ward 5 and wish him all the best with his position and responsibilities at the County Health Department.
Welcome Victor!
The Ward 5 office is pleased to have University of Arizona student Victor Almazan as an intern for the
Fall Semester. Victor will be working on many Ward 5 projects and issues.
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SAVE THE DATE
2nd ANNUAL MASH Clinic Weekend
OCTOBER 7, 8 & 9
Los Ranchitos Elementary School
2054 E. Ginter Road, Tucson, AZ 85706
(1 Block North of Valencia & 1 Block West of Tucson Blvd.)

Sign up for free spay and neuter surgeries
for your companion animals, to include vaccinations, will be available on the MASH FB page
starting Sept 28th
Along with the sign up link on the MASH FB
page a Helpline (520) 319-1169 will be made
available Sept 28th to leave questions about the
event, every attempt will be made to return
messages with in 24hrs
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GUARDA LA FECHA
Segunda Clinica Annual
Fin De Semana MASH
7, 8 y 9 de Octubre, 2016
Los Ranchitos Elementary School
2054 E. Ginter Road, Tucson, AZ 85706
(1 cuadra al norte de Valencia y 1 cuadra al oetse de Tucson Blvd.)

Inscribase para la castracion o esteilizacion
gratis de su mascota, vacunas incluidas en
MASH FB comenzando el 28 de Septiembre.
Junto con el enlace en la página de FB MASH,
un telefono de asistencia (520) 319-1169 sera
disponible el 28 de Septiembre para dejar mensages sobre el evento. Se hara lo possible para
responder a mensages en 24hrs.
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Frequently Used Phone Numbers
Ward 5 City Council Office
4300 S. Park Avenue
Tucson Arizona 85714

Phone: 520-791-4231
Fax: 520-791-3188
Ward5@tucsonaz.gov

Stay Informed!

Visit our other
information outlets:

Emergency Services
Tucson Police Department or Tucson Fire Department
DIAL 911
Permits
Planning and Development Services Department
791-5550
Housing Assistance
City of Tucson Community Services Department
791-4739
Tucson Convention Center
791-4101
City of Tucson Code Enforcement
791-5843

http://cms3.tucsonaz.gov/
wardfive

https://
www.facebook.com/
fimbresfortucson

Help those who are in
need.
Give to the
Community Food Bank.
For more
information call:
520-622-0525

TPD Red Tag Unit
837-7318
Graffiti Removal
792-CITY (2489)
Trash Pick Up & Environmental Services
City of Tucson Environmental Services Department
791-3171
Transportation & Street Maintenance
Tucson Department of Transportation
791-3154
Tucson Water Department
Billing - 791-3242, Public Information - 791-4331
Park Tucson
791-5071
Pima Animal Care
243-5900
To unsubscribe to this newsletter please send an email to:
Ward5@tucsonaz.gov
and include the word unsubscribe in subject line.

