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 July 13, 2012 
 
  
   
CITY OF  Arizona Liquor Board 

TUCSON   Mr. Alan Everett, Director  
STEVE KOZACHIK  800 W. Washington, 5th Floor 
COUNCIL MEMBER Phoenix, AZ   85007 

 
Dear Mr. Everett; 

 
During our City Council meetings we have numerous liquor license requests, 
pretty much on a weekly basis. Most are rather routine, and yet in those cases in 
which there are controversies or otherwise contentious issues, we on the Council 
do our due diligence ahead of the meetings gathering information from the 
respective stake holders so we can make informed recommendations to your 
group. In the most general course of events, where we recommend denial of the 
licenses, the applicant files for an appeal and has the where with all to travel to 
Phoenix with counsel and quite often is successful in the appeal. The residents 
affected by those decisions are most generally unable to come before your Board 
and state their case. I believe that is a critical factor in the quantity of reversals we 
suffer. 

 
I am also copying our City Attorney into this so he's aware of this request. I do 
not want to have it said that I am being critical of the efforts of his staff. What I 
am saying though is that if your Board had the benefit of hearing direct testimony 
from the residents impacted by your decisions, it is my belief that we would see a 
significant change in the number of reversals of Mayor and Council 
recommendations. 

 
In order for that to occur, I am requesting that for all liquor license requests that 
are appealed to your office that relate to applications related to City of Tucson 
establishments, the appeal hearings are held in the City of Tucson, not in Phoenix. 
That would ensure the ability of affected residents to state their case before the 
Board directly - it's an issue of fair representation and equal opportunity in what 
are quality of life decisions. 

 
I know that you had indicated a willingness to consider occasional trips to 
Tucson. With this letter, I'm upping the ante on that and suggesting that where the 
application relates to Tucson, the appeals are held in Tucson. To that end, if space 
becomes an issue, I will offer up the Ward 6 conference room with the 
commitment to clear it of all other events on the dates your group will be in town.  

 
I look forward to hearing back from you and beginning work on a solution to 
what has for a long time been viewed locally as an injustice to the residents of this 



TUCSON CITY COUNCIL · WARD 6 · 3202 E. 1st ST. · TUCSON, AZ 85716-4207 
(520) 791-4601· FAX (520) 791-3211 · ward6@tucsonaz.gov 

www.tucsonaz.gov/ward6 

community. I appreciated your openness to the concept and now am hopeful that 
between us we can find a way to effect the much needed change. 
Sincerely, 

 
Council Member, Steve Kozachik 
 
 
 
 
 
Cc: Mike Rankin 


