
It’s not uncommon for comments attributed to me in the Star related to Rio Nuevo to be 
preceded by the phrase ‘a frequent critic of Rio Nuevo,’ … Because of what the Auditor 
General called ‘gross financial mismanagement’ over the past 12 years, that is certainly 
true. I have called on the Attorney General to release all investigations and to make the 
results public as quickly as possible. Lay it out there for everybody to see. 
 
And yet, with the newly appointed Rio Board, we have an opportunity to advance the 
relationship in a way that honors what the taxpayers have always deserved; that is, 
investing Tax Increment Finance dollars into projects that support the original intent of 
the formation of the District. 
 
The Rio Nuevo District was formed in November, 1999 by the adoption of Proposition 
400 at the ballot box. That vote authorized the accumulation of TIF money in support of 
various projects that appeared on that ballot. One of those was the development of the 
Mission Gardens at the west end of downtown.  
 
In 2008, a bond package was authorized by the City and Rio Nuevo, one element of 
which was that same project. The estimated cost of the project as shown on that bond 
package was $3M. In the 2010 report from the Auditor General that was commissioned to 
audit the finances of the District, it states “approximately $8M of the 2008 Series Bonds 
was put into a subordinate lien reserve account, approximately $5M into the capitalized 
interest subaccount, and the remainder was to be spent as follows:” and the first line in 
the project list is Mission Gardens. 
 
Clearly, the Auditor General recognized this as a project for which the TIF was a 
legitimate expenditure. Those who purchased the Bonds did so with the expectation that 
the Gardens were a component of the package in which they were investing. The project 
certainly has all the earmarks of being a contractual obligation of the District. 
 
That obligation is key. In 2009, the Legislature adopted SB1003, a statute that changed 
the membership of the Board, and also bound the hands of the City and Rio to spend TIF 
money in only certain specifically named areas, one of which is “Contractual Obligations 
incurred by District before June 1, 2009.”  
 
Mission Gardens fits. 
 
In the middle of 2011, the City and County agreed on an IGA that conferred rights and 
responsibilities to the Friends of Tucson’s Birthplace to take on fund raising and sweat 
equity duties related to the Garden’s. The Friends have done their part in getting the 
project started, and in beginning to raise funds in support of its maintenance. They 
deserve high marks for taking over where the City and Rio had let the project wither. 
 
Now we have the perfect storm to invest in a project that does all of the following: 
It says ‘yes’ to what the voters approved back in 1999.  
It says ‘yes’ to the obligation we have under the 2008 bond package. 
It shows that the City and County are working together in support of the FOTB. 



It complies with the constraints placed on us by SB1003. 
And it shows the Legislature that the City and the new Rio Board are moving forward in 
the way in which Senate President Pierce recently outlined.  
 
While we work out the details of how we’re going to address the TCC, the City and Rio 
can, and should allocate the $3M 2008 bond obligation in support of the Mission 
Gardens. It’s what the Legislature has asked for, and it’s long past overdue. 


